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t SINCE this Work was printed off, "the Pub- 
licher having been informed that the Author, ſome. 
years ago, had promiſed the Laird of Raſay, to 
correct, in a future edition, a paſſage concerning 
him, p. 133, thinks it a juſtice. due to that. 
Gentleman to inſert, here the Advertiſement re- 
lative to this matter, which was publiſhed, by 
Dr. Johnſon's deſire, it, the Edinburgh New. 
papers in the year 1775, and which has been 
lately reprinted. in Mr, Boſwell's Taur to the 
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commonly to be in Scotland, a ſmooth 
way is made indeed with great labour, but 
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| When we were about to take. LA leave, 
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|  bitants named a Cor. That which is 
5 called Coot 1 in Eogland, it is here a Covers" 

t "T * F- 1 ; 
Upon theſe rocks! ha was 1 ne * 

7 could long detain attention, and we ſoon _ 

turned our eyes to the Buller, or Bouilloir 
of Buchan, which no man can ſee with in- 


ger or delight in rarity. It is a rock per- 

bo pendicularly tubulated, united on one ide 
with a high ſhore, and on the other eriſing 

ſteep to a great height, above the main 


ſea. The top 18 open, from Which may 


into the cavity, through a a breach made in | 
the lower part of the incloſing rock. u 


not wide, and to thoſe that walk round, 25 
appears very narrow. -He' that ventures t6 


bp) he muſt fall fray "his 85 ele 


difference, who. has either ſenſe of dan- 


be ſeen a dark gulf of water which flows Ex | 


has the appearapce of a vaſt well bordered 2 = 
with a wall. The edge of the Buller is 


look downward ſees, that if his foot thi Sg 
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vation upon | nes on one ſide or into the 
water on the other. We however went 
round, and were glad when the circuit was 


completed. . Ark 
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_ When we came down to the ſea, we e faw 
ome . boats, and rowers, and reſolved to 
explore the Buller, at the Bottom. We 
entered the arch, which the. water. bad 
made, and found ourſelves in a place, . 
though we could not think ourſelves in dan- 
ger, we could ſcarcely ſurvey without ſome 
recoil of the mind. The baſon in w 
we floated. was nearly circular, perhaps 
thirty yards in diameter. We were in 
cloſed by a natural wall, riſing ſteep on 
every ſide to a height which produced the 
idea of inſurmountable confinement. "The 
3 of all lateral light cauſed a 
diſmal gloom. Round us was a perpen- 
dicular rock, above us the diſtant ſky, and 


* 


below an unknown profundity of water. 


= I had any malice againſt a 
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Tit, inſtead of laying him in the Red- 
1 would condemn him to Wade” in 2 


\ 


* | | 
® But terrour without danger is only 0 one i 


of the ſports of fancy, a voluntary agita- 
tion of the mind that is permitted no longer 


. than it pleaſes, We were ſoon at leiſure 
to examine the place with minute in- 


ſpection, and found many cavities which, 


ab the watermen told us, went back ward 


to a depth which they had never explored. 
Their extent we had not time to try; they 


are ſaid to ſerve different purpoſes. Ladies . 
come hither ſometimes i in the ſummer with 8 
-collations, and ſmugglers make them' ſtore. Y 


houſes for clandeſtine merchandiſe. | It is 


Hardly to be doubted but the Pirates of an- 
_ «cient times often uſed them as magazines ; 
1 _ or RI of r 5 22 
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To the little veſſels'uſed 35 the northern. 
rowera, the Buller yy have ferved as a E 
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ſhelter from ſtggms, and perhaps as a re- 7 "7 E 
treat from enemies; the entrance might 3 
© have, been ſlopped, or guarded will little | 4 
difficulty, and though the veſſels that were | "bY 
ſtationed within would have been battered To | 
with ſtones ſhowered on them From: above, — 3 I 
yet the crews would have lain ſafe in the — 


N ext morning we continued our jour- „ 
ney, pleaſed with our reception at Slanes - - > = 
| Caſtle, of which we had now leiſure to — . 
recount the grandeur and the elegance; 3 go 
for our way afforded us few topics of con- 
verſation. The ground was neither uncul- 9 
tivated nor unfruitful ; but it was flill all 1 
arable. Of flocks or herds there was no ; PT 1 
appearance. I had now travelled two: hun- 2 2 = 
dred miles 1 in Scotland, and ſeen. 52 one 58 = 1 
tree not e than e 9 ES 5 = 
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w. dined this * at the houſe 25 Mr. 7 
* Fi razer of Streichton, who ſhewed us in his 
grounds, ſome. ſtones yet ſtanding of a 
druidical circle, and what I began to think 
more worthy of notice, ſome foreſt, trees of 
full - nzaed 


At 83 we came to Bamff, 3 1 
e nothing that particularly claimed 
my attention. The ancient towns of Scot- 
: land: have generally an appearance unuſual 
to Engliſhmen. The houſes, whether great 
or ſmall, are for the moſt part built of 
8 ſtones. Their ends are now and then net 
the ſtreets, and the entrance into them is 
very often by a flight of ſteps, which reaches 
up to the ſecond ſtory. The floor which is 
level with the ground, being entered ony 5 
Shieh ſtairs deſcending within the houſe. 
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The art of joining; ſquares of glaG with 
lead is little uſed in Scotland, and in ome 


Places is totally forgotten. The frames of | 


their windows are all of wood... | Theyiare 
more frugal of their glaſs, than the Engliſb, 
and will often, in houſes: not other wit 
mean, compoſe a ſquare of two pieces, 1 ot 
joining like cracked glaſs, but with one 
edge laid perhaps half an inch over the 
other. Their windows do not move upon 
hinges, but are puſhed up and drawn 
down 1 in grooves, yet they are ſeldom ac 


commodated with weights and pullies. He 


that would have his window open muſt 


hold it with his hand, unleſs what may be 


ſometimes found among good contri vers, x 
there be a nail which he may ſtick into a a | 


A, . - 


5 ie > to keep it from falling. i 


. | What cannot be bis . Pe > 
common trouble or particular N 


will not often be done at all. The incom . 
modioufneſs of the Scotch windows keeps © 


* 
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them very cloſely ſhut. The neceſſity of 


ventilating human babitations has not yet 


been found by our northern neighbours; 


and even in houſes well built and clegantly 
furniſhed, a ſtranger may be ſometimes 


forgiven, if he e himſelf to wiſh for 
Father ain 


(34g #: 


Theſe ee i 1 to 


8 ſomething from the dignity of 
writing, and therefore are never commu- 
nicated but with heſitation, and a little fear 


of abaſement and contempt. But it muſt 
be remembered, that life conſiſts not of a 


ſeries. of illuſtrious actions, or elegant en- 


- Joyments; z the greater part of our time 255 


paſſes i in compliance with neceſſities, in the 


performance of daily duties, in the re- a 


* 
8 


moval of ſmall i inconveniencies, in the pro- 


er nt of petty: pleaſures; and we are 
we or ill at eaſe, as the main ſtream of 
life glides on ſmoothly, or is ruffled by 


"mall obſtacles and e interruption, 
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The true ſtate of every nation is the 4 
of common life. The manners of a people 
are not to be found 1 in the ſchools of learn- 
ing. or the palaces of greatneſs, where the 
national character is obſcured or oblite- 
rated by travel or inſtruction, by philo- 
ſophy or vanity; ; nor is public happineſs 
to be eſlimated by the aſſemblies of the gay, 
or the banquets of the rich. The great 
maſs of nations is neither rich nor gay: 


they whoſe aggregate conſtitutes the people, 
are found in the ſtreets, and the villages, 
in the ſhops and farms; and from them 
collectirely conſidered, muſt the meaſure 
of general proſperity be taken. Ag1they 
approach to delicacy a nation is refined, as 
their conveniencies are multiplied, a na- 
tion, at leaſt a commercial nation, muſt be 


denominated wealthy. 
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OM yy to detain, us of Baff, | 
we. ſet out in the morning, and having 4 


breakfaſted at Cullen, about noon came to 


Elgin, where i in the inn, that we ſuppoſed the 
beſt, a dinner was ſet before ug, which we 
could not eat. This was the firſt time, and 


except one, the ft, that I found any rea- 
ſon to complain of a Scottiſh table; and ſuch 
diſappointments, I ſuppoſe, muſt be ex- 
pected in every country, where there f is 72 


no great frequency of travellers, | 


4 © E 
4 1 "ww - A 


ern ruins of the cathedral of eg 
afforded us another proof of the waſte. of > 
reformation. There is enough yet res 


' maining to ſhew, that it was once magni⸗ 
ficent. Its whole plot is eaſily traced. On > 
the north Hide of the choir, the chapter- — 
houſe, which is roofed with an arch Mo 


ſtone, remains entire; and on the ſouth 


"1 om”. another maſs of * which ries 


| coal | 


WESTERN ISLANDS, & . 4 
could not enter, is preſerved by the care 
of the family of Gordon; but the body of 
the church i is a maſs of "YANN Wutkt a 


3 2. 
T7 & 170 nat 
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A paper Was ho put into our hands, 
which deduced from ſufficient authorities 


the hiſtory of this venerable ruin. The 


church of Elgin had, in fhe inteſtine tus 


waſte by the irruption of à highland 
chief, whom the biſhop had offended; 
but it was gradually reſtored- to the ſtate; 


de traces may be now diſcerned} 


and was at laſt not deſtroyed by the tu- 


3 


+ 


multuous violence of Knox, but more 
ſhamefully ſuffered to dilapidate by deli- 


mults of the barbarous ages, been laid 


berate robbery and frigid "indifference; 


There is ſtill extant, | in the books of the 
council, an order, of which 1 cannot re- 
membèr the date, but which \ was doubtleſs 
iffued after the reformation, directing that 
the lead, which covers the two cathedrals 
of Web and Aberdeen, ſhäll He 8 
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mall a proportion to any military expence. 
that it is hard not to believe the reaſon = 


churches were ſtripped, and the lead was 
ſhipped to be ſold in Holland. I a_-- 


us. wardot atilen =) od nn ane; + 
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JOHAENEY TO; THE 
away, and converted into money for tibe 
ſupport of the army. A Scotch army was 
in thoſe times very cheaply kept; yet the 
lead of two churches muſt have born ſo _ © 


. 20+" be merely popular, P and the 
d for ſome private 
The he however was obeyed ; the two 


every reader will rejoice that this cargo. of 
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Terr us not however make too much haſte | 8 
to deſpiſe our neighbours. Our own ca- | 
thedrals are: mouldering by e; — - 
lapidation. | It ſeems to be part of the deſ- 
picable philoſophy of the time to deſpiſe mo- : wil 
numents of facred magnificence, and we are -, 
in danger of doing that deliberately, which 
the Scots did not do but in the unſertled 
Nate of an imperfect conſtitution. 1 
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Thoſe who had once uncovered the ca- 
thedrals never wiſhed to cover them again: 
and being thus made uſeleſs, they were f 


25 


9 — 


— 
* 


Elgin ſeems a place of little trade, and 
thinly inhabited, The epiſcopal cities of 
Scotland, I believe, generally fell with their 
them have ſince 


1 in another place. 
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. a doicter; or nortide;: which is 
indeed frequently broken, becauſe the ner 
houſes have another form, but ſeems to 
have been uniformly continued in the old 


- 
© % 1 


Of 7 - * * 5 x 
"wt v C I . 1 = 
TAs m P Ms * 1 5 — 
5 \ | FLY E 
C3 * 3 bn - F ö 
% 
* 


- * 1 * 
4 9 £ ? * 2 j we. * 8 
4 * BY | = „ A F ; 0 ® : 1 jw? i * [i vets « 
1 * . E > 
* : 74 1 
: A » VS . £ 
d p . * % : AY G - : 
5 - & RE" 3 
* . „ «of E . VE — 8 0 LY 
A 3 RY £ 3 9 $4 EX © ach ; 3 3 7 * > 


We went forwards the ſame. day to 
Fores, the town to which Macbeth Was 
travelling, when he met the weird alters 
in his way. This to an Engliſhman 4s 
claflic ground. Ou 1 dee ans © 
heated, and our thoughts recalled Loa _ . 
old amuſements. at dat} 
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We had now a prelude to the Highs 
kinds} We begaß tolea ve fertility and cul- 
ture behind us, and ſaw for a great len g 
of road nothing but heath; yet at Focha- 
3 bars. a ſeat belonging to the duke - mo 
. Gordon, there is an orchard, which ia "op 
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Seatlavid I had never ſeen before, with ſorkls 
timber trees and A OY of 8 228 
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OR nin of e re- 
mark, and next morning entered upon the 
road, on which Macbeth heard the fatal 
prediction; but we travelſed on not inter- 
rupted by promiſes of kingdoms, and came 
to Nairn, a royal burgh, which, if once 
it flouriſhed, is now in a ſtate of miſerable 


decay; but I know not whether its chief 
annual a has not fill the title of 
Lord Provoſt, „%% ne 


At 1 we may r the: verge of: the 


Highlands; for here 1 fieſt ſaw peat fires, 


and firſt beard the Erſe language. We 


5 had no motive to ſtay longer than to breax- KD 
| faſt, and went forward to the houſe. 4 5 8 33 


Mr. Wee, the miniſter. who enen 
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been formerly a place of ftrength. The 


f part, and entertained by Sir Eyre Quote, 


drew his ſecond title. It has 


draw-bridge is ſtill to be ſeen, but the 
moat is now dry. The tower is very an- 
cient. Its walls are of great thickneſs; | 
arched on the top with ſtone, and ſur- 
rounded with battlements. The reſt r 
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We were favoured by a gentleman, who 
lives 1 in the caſtle, with a letter to one of 
| the officers at Fort George, which being 
the moſt regular fortification in the illand, 
well deſerves the notice of a traveller, Wh 
bas never travelled before. We went chi- 


ee 
fleman; who at the uſe 6 


the governor, with ſuch elegance of 
ware as or us no en to the de- 
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Fort George I ſhall not attempt to 
give any account. I cannot delineate it 
ſcientifically, and a. looſe and popular de- 
ſcription is of uſe only when the imagina= 
tion is to be amuſed. | There was 
where an appearance of the utmoſt neat» 
neſs and regularity. But my ſuffrage is 
little value, becauſe this and Fort Auguſt 
are the only garriſons that I ever ſaw. 


* of 


* 
* . 


o 


We did not regret the time ſpent at the 


fort, though in conſequence of our delay 


we came ſomewhat” late to Inverneſs, the 
town which may pro rly be called the ca- 
n of the Highlands. Hither the inha - 
bitants of the inland parts come to be ſu; | 
plied with what they cannot make. for 
themſelves: : Hither the young nymphs of 
the mountains and valleys are ſent for edu- 
cation, and as far as my obſervation 
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Ade : : x 
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| — are not ſent in vain. 
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INVERNESS. 


Inverneſs was the laſt place which had 
a regular communication by high roads 
with the ſouthern counties. All the ways 
beyond it have, L believe, been made b. 
the ſoldiers in this century. At Taverneſs 
therefore Cromwell,” when he ſubdued! Scot- 
land, ſtationed a garriſon, as at the boun- 
dary of the Highlands. The ſoldiers ſeem 


* 


to have incorporated afterwards with the 
inhabitants, and to have peopled the place 
with an Engliſh race; for the language 
of this town has been long conſidered as 


1 


Peculiarly elegant [infec 


2 ow Y of 
Sas HLH ”_ 


| Here ji is a caſtle, called the.caſtle o of Mac- 


11 


beth, the walls of Which are yet ſanding. 


1 
21 v2 


It. was no very capacious edifice, | but 
ſtands upon a rock 0 high. and fieep, © 
that I think it was once not acceſſible, but 
by the help of ladders, or a bridge. Over 


: LE, againſt | 
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againſt it, on anathes bill, was a fork built 
by Cromwell, now totally. demoliſhed; for 


* 


_ 0 faction of Scotland loved the name of 
Cromwell, or had any deſire to continue his 
| _—_— . ah et RS Ry 
4 Wet what the 1 didsgto other na- 
tions, was in a great degree done by Crom- 
well to the Scots; he civilized them by 
conqueſt, and introduced by uſeful violence 
- the arts of peace. I was told at Aber- 
dten that the people learned: from Croms 
well's foldiers to make ſhoes and to plant 
| Kail. e ec 1 Poms 7 tas 4 T0631 | 


How they. lived. without Kail, it is not 

3 to gueſs: They cultivate hardly any 
other plant for common tables, and when . 
they had not kail they probably had no- 
thing. The numbers that go barefoot are . = 

* ſtill ſufficient to ſhew that ſhoes may. be De. - 
ſpared; they are not yet conſidered as ne- _ 

| ceſſaries of life; for tall boys, * "x4 
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5 „ 1 
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wiſe meanly dreſſed, run without them in 
the ſtreets and in the iſlands; the ſons of 


gentlemen paſs ſeveral of their firſt years 
with naked feet. 


* 


1 know not whether it be not peculiar to 


the Scots % have attained the liberal, 
without the manual arts, to have excelled 
in ornamental knowledge, and to have 
wanted not only the elegancies, but the 
conveniencies of common life. Literature, 
ſoon after its revival, found its way to 
Scotland, and from the middle of the ſix- 
teenth century, almoſt to the middle f 
the ſeventeenth, the politer ſtudies were 
very diligently purſued. The Latin poetry 
vf Deliciæ Pottarum Scotorum would have 
done honour to any nation, at leaſt till the 
publication of 
liſh had very little to op] 
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Vet men thus ingenious and inquiſitive 
were content to live in total ignorance of 
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trades by which human wants are ſup- 
lied, and to ſupply them by the groſſeſt 
nw 
 quainted with Engliſh manners, the cul- 
ture of their lands was unſkilful, and their 
domeſtick life unformed ; their tables were 
coarſe as the | feaſts of  Eſkii 
their houſes filt 
tentots. 
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Since they have known that their eondi- 
tion was capable of improvement, their 
ſs in uſeful knowledge has been ras 
pid and uniform. What remains to be 
done they will quickly do, and then won» 
der, like me, why that which was ſo ne- 
ceſſary and ſo eaſy was ſo long delayed. 
But they muſt be for ever content to owe 
o the Engliſh that elegance and culture, 
which, if they had been vigilant and activo, 
2 the Eogliſh might have owed to 


them. 
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mae the appearance of life began to 3 

alter. I had feen a few women with plaids 
4 tt Aberdeen; but at\Invernef the Highland 
manners are common. There is I think 

. kirk, in which only the Erſe language is 

uſed. There is likewiſe an Engliſh chapel, 
but meanly built, where on e we ſaw 

2 very decent deere lig. Sign font 
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We were now to bid farewell to the 
"iy of travelling, and to enter a coun- 

= try upon which perhaps no wheel has ever 

j 3 i rolled. We could indeed have. uſed our | 
1 poſt · chaiſe one day longer, along the mi- 
litary road to Fort Auguſtus, but we cou; 

1 have hired no horſes beyond Inverneſs, _ 
Ek and we were not ſo ſparing: of on rſelyes, | 
ns to lead them, merely that we might 
| the indulgence of a. 
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more for our baggage, which. was no ve 
heavy load. We found ia the courſe f 
our journey the convenience of having 
diſencumbered ourſelves, by -laying aſide 
whatever we could ſpare ; for it is not 

to be imagined S how in 
climbing crags, and of 
winding through and 4: obſtruQed 
paſſages, a little bulk will hinder, and a 
little weight will burden; or hom often a 
man that has pleaſed himſelf at home with _ 
his own reſolution, will, in the hour f 
darkneſs and fatigue, be content to leave WT 


» o 


2 


* 


% 


2 4 1 84 

. "4 2 8 ” 1 | P 35 £4 4 9 mY \ . : OS EO” * *; 
2 . } WW 8. . . n 4 1 * 7 o » : * 2 9 * a>. 
* & , * 1 Ls * ob. 4” * „ : 4 E * £542 * a # * a * 


e from; the (oh: the 1. ors f 
of which they. were the owners. One. of 8 — 


| = them was a man of great livelineſs. and 
8 activity, of whom his companion. faid, ; 
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255 that he would tire any horſe in In 
M8 Both of them were civil and nee 
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duct of royal government, is diffuſed 
4 the laird through the whole clan. 
— . _. they are not commonly dextrous: their 
narrowneſs of life confines them to a few p 
operations, and they are accuſtomeg to en- 
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| | : a Were mounted our h 
I = -- of Au 
| Auct us to Fort Auguſtus. It is | 
= | the headof Lough Neſs, of which Euer 
e Hands at the outlet. be- 
= tween them has been cut by the | 
. : | ih 5 5 the greater part of it runs along a rock, - 
weed with ant i i 
: near the water-ſide ] 25 
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Moſt of this day's Journey was very \_ Y 
pleaſant. The day, though bright, was . 
not hot; and the appearance of the coun- "2 
try, if I had not ſeen the Peak; would + : 


have been wholly new. We went upon a 3 


ſurface ſo hard and level, that we had © 
little care to hold the bridle, and were 
therefore at full leiſure for contemplation. CES AT 
On the left were high and ſteep rocks r 


ſhaded with birch, the hardy native of the : 
North, and covered with fern or heath. 
On the right the limpid waters: of Lough @. _ 


Neſs were beating their n and waving 
their ſurface by a gentle agitation, Beyond 


them were rocks ſometimes covered with 
verdure, and ſometimes towering inhorrid —& 
nakedneſs. Now and then we-eſpied a £3 
little corgefield, which ſ&ved to impreſs _* 
more ftrongly the general barrenneſe. 
|» Lough Neſs is about twenty- fou mile: 
8, and from one mile to two > miles þ 
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of breadth. When . hiſtorians or geogra- 


can tell but what they are told; and that 
juſtly ſuppoſed, becauſe moſt men exagge- 


_ Boethius lived at no great diſtance; if he 
never ſaw the lake, he muſt have been very 


| water wi ithout iſlands. It fills a my hel- 
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ſeription of Scotland, gives it twelve miles 
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phers exhibit falſe accounts of places far 
diſtant, they may be forgiven, becauſe they 
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their accounts exceed the truth may be 
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rate to others, if not to themſelves : ibut 


incurious, and if he had ſeen it, his veracity 
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"ary is a very remarkable diffuſion of 


- low- between two ridges of high r 
* ſupplied partly by the torre s which 
"a into it on either fide, and partly}-as is 
| ſuppoſed, by ſprings at the bottom. Its 


water 4 E remarkably. clear and pleaſant, and 


i imagined by the natives to be medici 


We were told, that it is in ſome places a 
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hundred and forty fathom deep, a profun- 
dity ſcarcely credible, and which probably 
| thoſe that relate it have never WN Its 
fiſh are een, trout, 2 Pike. eu 25 


A. * 
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: FO was s faid at Fort das ot 4 
Neſs is open in the hardeſt winters, though 
a lake not far from i it is covered wi th ice, 


In diſcuſſing theſe exceptions from the 
courſe of nature, the firſt queſtion is, whe 
ther the fact be juſtly ſtated. That which. 
is ſtrange is delightful, and a pleaſing, er- 
_ror is not willingly detected. Accuracy of 
narration is not very common, and there 
are few ſo rigidly philoſophical, as not to | 
repreſent as ' perpetual, what is only fre- 
duent, o as conſtant, what is really caſual. 
If it be true that Lough Nos never freezes; 
it is either ſheltered by its high banks from 
the cold blaſts, and expoſed only to thoſe 
_ winds which. are more - "PRs to N : 
than congeal; — 
motion 255 the ruſh of ſcams from thay. 
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rocks that incloſe it. Its profundity, though 
it ſhould be ſuch as is repreſented, can have 
little part in this exemptidn ; for though 
deep wells are not frozen, becauſe their 
water is ſecluded from the external air, 
yet where a wide ſurface is expoſed to the 
full influence of a freezing atmoſphere, 1 
know not why the depth ſhould keep it 
open. Natural philoſophy is now one of 
the favourite ſtudies of the Scottiſh nation, 
and Lough Ne eſs well deſerves to be dili- 


gently examined. e eee 


. 


1 


The road on nn we travelled, 2 
which was itſelf a ſource of entertainment, 
is made along the rock, in the direction of 

5 the lough, ſometimes by breaking off pro- 
tuberances, and ſometimes by cutting the 
great maſs of ſtone to a conſiderable depth. 
The fragments are piled i in a looſe wall on 
. ſide, with apertures left at very ſhort- 
ſpaces, to give a paſſage to the winx 

currents. __ of it is bordered with low 
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trees, from which our guides gathered 


nuts, and would have had the appearance 
of an Engliſh lane, except that an Engliſh 
lane is almoſt always dirty. It has been 
made with great labour, but has this ad- 
vantage, that it cannot, without equal 
ene be broken up. | 


* 
A, $ 4 
#4 


- Within our ſight there were ** feel 
ing or playing. The mountains: haygred 
deer, but they came not within view; and 
if what is ſaidzof their vigilance and ſub- 
tlety be true, they have ſome claim to that 


palm of wiſdom, which the ea denn e : 


ſopher, whom Alexander interrogated, gave 
to 0 beaſts which live funds from 


* 


land Hut that I had ſeen; and as our buſi- 
neſs was with life and manners, we were 
: willing to viſit it. To enter a habitation _ 
Without leave, ſcems to be not conſidered 
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| Near the way, by the water a. we 
elpied a cottage. This was the firſt High- 
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ere as rudeneſs or intruſion. The old 
laws of hoſpitality ſtill N this — to 
a ſtranger. 1 


A hut is 33 wich looſe 3 
ranged for the moſt part with fome- ten- 
dency to circularity. | It muſt be placed 
where the wind cannot act upon it with 
violence, becauſe it has no cement; and 
where the water will run eaſily away, be- 
cCauſe it has no floor but the naked ground. 
The wall, which is commonly about ſix 
feet high, declines from the perpendicular 
a little inward. Such rafters as can be 
| procured are then "raiſed for a roof, and 
covered with heath, which makes a ſtrong 
and warm thatch, kept from flying off by 
c ropes of twiſted heath, of which the ends, 
reaching from the centre of the thatch to 
the top of the wall, are held firm by the | 
weight of a large fone. No light is ad- 
mitted but at the entrance, and through * 
- Hole i in the thatch, which gives vent to the 
7 ſmoke, This bole 3 1s not ä over the 
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ever are not more uniform than palaces; and 
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the ſmoke therefore naturally fills the place 
before it eſcapes. Such is the general ſtruc» 


ture of the houſes i in which one of the na- 


tions of this opulent and powerful iſland has 
been hitherto content to live. Huts hows» 


this which we were inſpecting was very far 
from one of the meaneſt, for it was divided 


Into ſeveral apartments; and its inkabit- 
ants. poſſeſſed ſuch property ** paſtoral 


54 


et might exalt into riches. wy 
por 8 „ #6 


When we entered we found an 5555 


woman boiling goats-fleſh i in a kettle. She 


| ſpoke little Engliſh, but we had inter- 


preters at hand; and ſhe, was willing 
enough to diſplay her whole ſyſtem of 


economy. She has five children, of which 


none are yet gone from her. The eldeſt, 


a boy of thirteen, and her buſband, who 


is eighty years old, were at work in the 
Wood. Her two next ſons were Sone to 


ts. leſt the rain ſhould extinguiſh t; and 


5 1 


3 50 4, 1 8 7 £ 2 " * 
e 5 FRY 5 % WS. \ La. 42 4 bs FIGS 
< > , bk 8 ry baked Abc n 22 


1 Fe 8 x 
or * 9 2 5 | OP . 1 
5 Jr. 7 a> vv 8 * * 


* * 8 238 


68 A TOURNEY TO THE 


Inverneſs to buy meal, by which dna 
is always meant. Meal ſhe conſidered as 
expenſive food, and told us, that in Spring 
when the goats gave milk, the children 
could live without it. She is miſtreſs of 
| ſixty goats, and I ſaw many kids in an 
encloſure at the end of her houſe. She had 
alſo ſome poultry. By the lake we ſaw a 
potatoe-garden, and a ſmall ſpot of ground 
on which ſtood four ſhucks, containing 
each twel ot ſheaves of barley. She has all 
this from the labour of their own hands, 
DS and for what i is neceſſary to be bought, her 
kids and her chickens are ſent to market. | 


> With the true ta hoſpitality; the 
aſked us to fit down and drink whiſky. 

_ She is religious, and though the kirk is 
four miles off, probably eight N ; 
miles, ſhe goes thither every Sunday, We. 
gave her a ſhilling, and ſhe begged hath. 
* ſnuff is the w_ of a e cot- 
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1 afterwards we came to the General's 
Hut, ſo called becauſe it was the temporary 


abode of Wade, while he ſuperintended 
the works upon the road. It is now a 


| houſe of entertainment for paſſengers, and 
ve found it not ill ſtocked with proviſi ions. 


FALL.OF FIERS. 
Towards evening we croſſed by a bridge, 


the river which makes the celebrated fall 
of Fiers. The country at the bridge 


ſtrikes the imagination with all the gloom 

and grandeur of Siberign ſolitude. The 

| way makes a flexure, and the mountains, 4 
covered with trees, riſe at once on the left 


band and in the front. We deſired our 
guides to ſhew us the fall, and Wen 
clambered over very rugged craggs, till I be- 
gan to wiſh that our curioſity. might have 
been gratified with leſs trouble and danger. 
We came at laſt to a place where. we could 
overlook the river, and ſaw a channel + torn, 
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9 A JOURNEY TO THE 
as it ſeems, through black piles of ſtone, 
by which the ſtream is obſtructed and 
broken, till it comes to a very ſteep deſcent, 
of ſach dreadful depth, that we 'were na- 
turally inclined to turn aſide our eyes. 


But we viſited the place at an unſeaſon- 
able time, and found i. diveſted of its 
dignity and terror. Nature never gives 
every thing at once. A long continuance 
of dry weather, which made the reſt of 
the way eaſy and delightful, deprived us 
of the pleafure expected from the fall of 
Fiers. The river having now no water 
but what the ſprings ſupply, ſhowed us 
only a ſwift current, clear and ſhallow, 
fretting over the aſperities of the rocky 
| bottom, and we were left to exerciſe our 
thoughts, by endeavouring to conceive the 
effect of a thouſand ſtreams poured from 
the mountains into one channel, ſtruggling | 


for expanſion in 2 narrow paſſage, exal- 


perated by rocks 1 in their way, 1 85 . 
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ar laſt diſcharging} all their violence. f 
waters by a ſudden fall through t he * > bu 
chaſm. | 


The way now grew 1 Aer 2 
by an uneven declivity, but without either = TH, 
dirt or danger. We did not t arrive at F ort 
Auguſtus till it was late. Mr. Bofivell, who, 
between his father's merit and his own, 
is ſure of reception wherever he comes, 
ſent a ſervagt before to beg admiſſion and 
entertainment for that night... Mr. Tra- 
paud, the governor, treated us with that 
courteſy which is ſo cloſely connected with | 
the military character. He came out to 
meet us beyond the gates, and apologized 0 
that, at ſo late an hour, the rules of a 
5 garriſon ſuffered him to give 2 entrance 
only at the poſtern. my 


FORT AUGUSTUS. 
1 the morning we viewed the fort, 
wen. much leſs than that of St. George, 
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and is ſaid to be commanded by the neigh- | 


bouring hills. It was not long ago taken 
by the Highlanders. But its ſituation ſeems 
well choſen for.pleaſure, if not for ſtrength ; - 
it ſtands at'the head of the lake, and, .by 
a ſloop of ſixty tuns, is ſupplied ou la- 
verneſs with, Cunt convenience. _ 


X, 


Ws were now to croſs the Highlands 


towards the weſtern coaſt, and to content 


ourſelves with ſuch accommaſſations, as a 


way ſo little frequented could afford. The 


journey was not formidable, for it was but 


* 
— 


of two days, very unequally divided, be⸗ = 
cauſe the only houſe, where we could be EE 
entertained, was not further off than a 5 


third of the way. We ſoon cad to a 


high hill, which we mounted by a military. 1 
road, cut in traverſes, ſo that as we went 


upon a higher ſage, we ſaw the baggage 


following us below i in a contrary direction. 
To make this way, the rock has been hewn 


to a level wich labour that might have 
broken X 
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broken the perſeveranee of a Roman 
F ˙¹· -m ¹m¹ma lis Q 


* 


The country is totally dented of its 
wood, but the ſtumps both of oaks and 
1 which are till found, ſhew that it has 
been once a foreſt of large timber. Ido 
not remember that we faw any att, * 
but we were told char; in the mountains, 
there” are tags, roebucks, goats, and 
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We did not perceive that this tract was 
polleſſed by human beings, except that 
once we' ſaw a corn-field, in which a . 
was walking with ſome gentlemen. Their 
houſe was certainly at no great ——_ 
but ſo ſituated that we could not deſery it. 


o 
\ 


Paſſing on through the drearineſs of 
ſolitude, we found a party of ſoldiers from 
the fort, working on the road, under the 


ſuperintendenee of a ſerjeant. eee 
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them how kindly we had been treated at 
the garriſon, and as we were enjoying the 
benefit of their labours, begged leave to 
ſhew our e of by a ſmall one. Me 


a 
* 


| # 
N 2 


"ANOCH. 


Baty in in the * we came to Anoch, 
. a village 1 in Glenmolli /iſon of three huts, one 
of which is diſtinguiſhed by a chimney. 
Here we were to dine and lodge, and were 
conducted through the firſt room, that 
had the imney⸗ into another lighted by 
„ ſmall glaſs window. The landlord at- 
tended us with great civility, and told us 
what he could give us to eat and drink. 
1 found ſome books on a ſhelf, 4 ong 
which were a volume or more of Pridezux's 5 
| Connedtion. ; 
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This 1 e as PORE unex- 
pected, and perceived that I did not pleaſe 
him. A praiſed the propriety of his lan- 
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guage, and was anſwered that I need not 
d for ue bad learned it by den cus 


e opportunities of bes- _ 
2 found that my hoſt's diction had _ = | 4 
nothing. peculiar. | Thoſe Higblanders that e 
can ſpeak Engliſh, commonly ſpeak it well 
with few of the words, and little of the 1 
tone by which a Scotchman is diſtinguiſh 
ed. Their language ſeems to have been 
learned in the army or the navy, or by 
ſome communication with thoſe who could 
give them : good , examples of accent and 9 - if 
pronunciation. By their Lowland neigh- *. if 
bonrs they would not willingly be taught: 
for they have long conſidered them as a 9 
mean and degenerate race. Theſe preju- 
dices are weari g faſt away; but ſo much 1... 
of them ſtill remains, that when I aſked a 
very learned miniſter in the iſlands, which 5 5 ; 
they conſidered. as their moſt ſavage clans: 2 
© Thoſe, ſaid he, that live next the Low- = 4 
a lands.” TY _—_— 
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As we came hither early in the day, 
we had time ſufficient to ſurvey the place. | 
The houſe was built like other huts of 
looſe ſtones, but the part in which we 
dined and ſlept was lined with turf and 
wattled with twigs, which kept the earth 


from falling. Near it was a garden of 


turnips and a field of potatoes. It ſtands 
in a glen, or valley, pleaſantly watered by 
a winding river. But this country, how- 
ever it may delight the gazer or amuſe the 

naturaliſt, is of no great advantage to its 


owners. Our landlord: told us of a gen- 


tleman, who poſſeſſes lands, eighteen 


Scotch miles in length, and three in 


breadth; a ſpace ee e at leaſt a bun- 75 
dred ſquare Engliſh miles. #raiſed 
his rents to the danger of f dee el 


ing his farms, and he fells his timber, 
and by exerting every art of augmen- 
tation, has obtained an yearly revenue 


of four hundred pounds, w which for a 
hundred 
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kundred ſquare miles is three balf-pence 


an acre. * 


pꝛiſed by 2 entrance of a young woman, 


not Helegant either in mien or dreſs, Who 


aſkeck us whether we would have tea. 


We found that ſhe was the daughter of 4 


our hoſt, and deſired her to make it® Her 


converſation, like her appearance, was 


gentle and pleaſing. We knew that the 


girls of the Highlands are all gentle wo- 


men, and treated her with great reſpect, 
which ſhe received as cuſtomary and due, 
and v was neither elated by it, nor confuſed; 
bur aid my civilities without embarraſſ- 
ment, 0 told ff 
her 9 by 2 to ſurvey it. 


+ 


"She had 4 at l to gain the 
common female qualifications, and had, 
like her father, the Engliſh pronunciation, 


A ea her with. a book, Which I Ih. . [2 
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pened to have about me, and ſhould not ; 
be pleaſed to think that the 8 me. . 


6 1 FEY evenith the ſoldi * we 
1 paſſed on the road,” came to ſpend at 
our inn the little money that we had given 


them. They had the true military impa- 


tieence of coin in their pockets, and had 
march at leaſt-ſix miles to find the firſt 


* 


place where liquor could be bought. Hav- 
ing never been before in a place ſo wild 
and unfrequented, 1 was glad of their ar- 
rival, - becauſe I knew that we had made 
them friends, and to gain ſtill more of their 
ua will, we went to ys When they 
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gave was not much, — 4 detained. chem 

in the barn, either merry or quarrelling, 
the whole night, and in the morning they 
went back to their work, with great __ 
nation 15 * bad Lane of whiſky” 
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We had gained ſo much the favour of 
our hoſt, that when we left his houſe in 
the morning, he walked by us a great ways 
and entertained us with con verſation both 


toral, except that he differed from ſome 
of the ancient Nomades in boring a ſet- 
ned dwelling. His wealth confiſts & 


the drovers.. 0 ; 7 PF 
. $<#, wh 2 £5 8 - : , = WES 
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, „ - 
*. 


a | i we e firſ FO: of. the genes 


ral diſſatisfaction, which is now driving the | 
lers into the other hemiſphere; 

: . when I —— whether they would 

ſtay at home, if they were well treated, 


he anſwered with igdignation, that no man 


willingly left his native country. Of the 


: farm, which he himſelf oecu pied, the rent 
had, in twenty- five years, been 
from. five to OY pounds, Which he 
ende : found 


n His own condition, and that e$ the 
country. His life ſeemed to be merely j aſ- 


hundred ſheep, as many goats, twelve milk 
cows, and wann, 22 _ for 
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boundd himſelf ſo little able to pay, that he 

would be glad to try his fortune in ſome 
other place. Yet he owned the reaſonable- 
neſs of raiſing the Highland rents in a,cers 
tain degree, and declared himſelf willing 

to pay ten pounds for the ground 2 

155 85 3 * for five. . 


„0 bolt "Twas ane us bor a time, 

Genet! us to our guides. The journey 

of this day was long, not that the diſtance 
was great, but that the way was diffi- 
cult. We were now in the boſom of the 
| Highlands, with full leiſure; to n 5 

| _ the” eee and” e- f 
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many countries, the OY ſhelters te na- 
tional diſtreſs, and are' every where the 
| ſcenes of ern ee en 
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wt with difficulty, not ere Pi the 
Ls © | labour . — 


® 


eyes, and were 
nomena of the country, declared it to be 
ſnow. It had already laſted to the end of 
Auguſt, and was likely to maintain its 
conteſt with the ſun, till WIhould be rein- 
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labour of climbing; for to climb is not 
always neceſſary: but e . which 
is not mountain is commonly bog, through 
which the way muſt. be picked with cau- 
tion. Where there are hills, there is much 
rain, and the torrents pouring down into 
che intermediate ſpaces, ſeldom find ſo 
ready an outlet, as not to ſtagnate till they 


have broken the texture of the ground. 


Of the hills, which our journey offered 
to the view on either fide, we did not take 
the height, nor did we ſee any that- aftot 
niſhed us with their loftineſs. © Towards 


the ſummit of one, there was a white 


- Hai! which I ſhould have called a naked 


ut the guides, who had better 
uainted with the phæ- 


rock, 1 


5 


forced by winter. e e 
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The height of mountains philoſophically 
conſidered is properly computed from the 
ſurface of the next ſea; but as it affects 
wee eye or imagination of the paſſenger, as 
it makes either a ſpeQacle or an obſtruc- 
tion, it muſt be reckoned from the place 
where the riſe begins to make a conſider- 
able angle with the plain. In extenſive 
continents the land may, by gradual ele- 
vation, attain - great height, den, any 
_ » other appearance than that of a 
gently inclined, and if a hill placed upon 
ſuch raiſed ground be deſcribed, as hay- 
it its alt) | 
i above the ſea, the re 
|  fallacious. 


* 5 4 x 
ae „ * 8, , * « 8 : 2 _ uy 2 a by . 5 2 4 3 1 
Fs S wx 4 * 3 3 3 * a ; 2 Py 1 BY | 1 
4 15 ; 2 * 


— « 4 * n 2 < % 0 * 1 8 * 


+ Theſe mountains may be properly e enough 
— from the inland baſe; > it is 
not much above the ſea. As we advanced 
the weſtern coaſt; I did | 
not obſerve the declivity to be greater 
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| ©, We paſſed. many rivers and rivulets, "ou 
| which commonly ran with a clear f ſhallow 1 

| Rream over a hard pebbly bottom. Theſe 

| : channels, which much wider than 8 1 
he water that they convey \ would naturally 5 : J 

equire, are formed by the violence f 2 

 wintry floods, produced by the accumu= 

lation of innumerable ſtreams hat fall i 
| u rainy weather from the kits, and I 
* 

Such. capricious a han waters 
| cannot be 


would hardly ſuſtain them 
above the ground. This is the reaſon why 
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in fording the northern rivers, no fiſhes 
are ſeen, as in England, wandering in 
the water. 
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"of the hills many may be called with - 
Hier: 8 Ida abundant i in "ſprings, but few 
can deſerve the epithet which he beftows 
u upon Pelion by waving their leaves.” Thy 
exhibit very little variety; ; being almoſt 
Wolly covered with dark heath, and even 
that” ſeems to be checked in its Seck. 
What is not heath js nakedneſs, a little 
 Uverſified by now and then A ſtream ruſhe | 
og down the - ſteep. An eyr "accuſtomed © 
to flowery paſtures and Waving harveſts is 
aſtoniſhed and repelled by this wide" 86k * 
tent of hopeleſs Nerf The a” 

is that of matter ineapable e of form or 
uſefulneſs, diſmiſſed by nature from her 
care and diſinherited of her Favours, left 
in its original elemental ſtate, or ee 
only with one ſullen power of e 
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we have compared them with realities, we 
do not know them to be juſt. As we ſee 
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to ſit at home and conceive rocks and 
heath, and waterfalls; and that theſe jour- 
neys are uſeleſs labours, which neither 


impregnate the imagination, nor enlarge 


the underſtanding. It is true that of far 
the greater part of things, we muſt content 
ourſelves with ſuch knowledge as deſerip- 


tion may exhibit, or analogy ſupply; but | 
it is true - likewiſe, that theſe ideas are 


always incomplete, and that at leaſt; till 


more, we become poſſeſſed of more cer - 


tainties, and conſequently gain more prin- 


eiples of ee and found A wider 
daſs ofanalogy. 00 
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Regions mountainous and wild, hidly* 
ieh, and little cultivated, make * 
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| i will very readily occur, chat his uni- 
formity of barrenneſs can afford very little 
amuſement to the traveller; that it is eaſy 
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great part of the earth, and he that has 
never ſeen them, muſt live unacquainted 
with much of the face of nature, and with 
one of the great ſcenes of human ex- 
iſtence. 


As the day advanced wards noon, we 
entered a narrow valley not very flowery, 
but ſufficiently verdant. Our guides told 
us, that the horſes could not travel all day 
without reſt or meat, and entreated us to 
ſtop here, becauſe no graſs would be found 


in any other place. The requeſt was tea 
ſonable and the argument cogent... We 
£ | therefore willingly diſmounted and diverted 
-.*, ourſelves as the- Place mw us 3 | 
unity. 
x fat flown: on a a bank, ſuch as 2 writer 
of Romance might have delighted to feign. | 
1 had indeed no trees to whiſper over 


my head, but a clear rivulet et at * 
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my feet. The day was calm, the air ſoft, | 
and all was rudeneſs, filence, and ſolitude. 1 
Before me, and on either ſide, were higg 
hills, which by hindering the eye” from „ 
ranging, forced the mind to find enter- 
tainment for itſelf. Whether I ſpent 
the hour well 1 know, not; for here # 
I firſt conceived the thought of this a. 


ration. 


1 14 


We were in this place at eaſe od by 
choice, and had no evils to ſuffer or to 
fear yet the imaginations exCited by the 
view of an unknown and untrayelled wil- 5 
derneſs are not ſuch as ariſe, in the ar- 
tificial ſolitude of parks and gardens, a 
flattering notion of ſelf-ſufficiency, a pla- = 
cid indulgence of voluntary deluſions, - 
ſecure expanſion of the fancy, or a | 
concentration of the mental powers. The 8 
phantoms which haunt a deſert are want, 
and miſery, and danger ; the evils. of . 
Gerelickon ruſh upon the thoughts ; ;- man is . 
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made unwillingly acquainted with his own 5 

weakneſs, and meditation ſhews him only - 

how little he can ſuſtain, and how little 
de can perform. There were no traces 

of inhabitants, except perhaps a rude pile 

of clods called a ſummer hut, in which 


2 herdſman had reſted in the favourable 
25 ſeaſons. | "Whoever had been in the place 
4 where I then fat, unprovided with pro- 
viſions and ignorant of the country, might, 
at leaſt before the roads were made, have - 
wandered among che rocks, till he had pe- 
riſhed Will hardſhi pa before he could have 5 
oy found either. food or ſhelter. . what are Bing 
5 theſe hillocks to the ridges of Taurus, or * 
5 theſe ſpots of wildneſs to the delarts o I ©: 
4: <8 | America? II a 3 
1 EA IO PERCY f. 0 DIO SY 50 2 * 
—_ TY was not long before we 8 invite SEE 
L 1 i L- to mount, and continued our journey along 2D 
1 1 . 4h& ſide of a lough, kept full by many "To 
N | 5 L IP E: ſtreams, which with more or leſs rapidit it 142 | 
1 | and noiſe croſſed the road from the hilly . 
; 5 . Eh | $3 -# 8 1 \ . 


| and tremendous flood. 
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- their diminiſhed” ſtate,” after ond *. 
| months, afford, to one who has always | | 


* 


lived in level countries, an unuſual a 
delightful ſpectacle; but in the rainy fea» oe 
” ſon, ſuch as every winter may be expected 


to bring, muſt precipitate 


| by Which we went, 1s at 
_ paſſable. er tO 8 
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5 
G wag ſhallow like the reſt, 


„ paſſed when it is deeper, there is 2 a. 
. bridge over it. Beyond i it is a valley called — _ 


I ſuppoſe e 3 
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at laſt ended in a river broad . 
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but that it may 1 


n inhabi ted by the clan of- Mac- e "IM 9 


N rae. 


Here we found a village called Au- e 
5 2 n of pre huts, ' 882 . 
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We had, by the direction of the officers 


wy and tobacco for thoſe Highlanders who 


but muſt have wanted bread if we had not 


interpreters. A woman, whoſe hut was 
diſtinguiſhed by greater ſpaciouſneſs and 
better architecture, brought out ſome 8 
of milk. The villagers gathered about us 
in conſiderable numbers, I believe without 
| any evil intention, but- with a very ſavage 


_ meal was over, Mr, Bofiell fliced the 
l = 5 =” = bread, and divided it amongſt them, as he 
3 ſuppoſed them never to have taſted I 

$I wheaten loaf before. He then gave them 
_ 25 5 32 little pieces of twiſted tobacco, and among 
wee children we diſtributed a ſmall handful 
= WE af ha}fpence, which * received with 
_ 2 great 


micht ſhew us any kindneſs. We were 
nov at a place where we could obtain milk, 


$ brought it. The people of this valley did 


. not appear to know any Engliſh, and our 
guides now became doubly neceſſary as | 


1 8 wildneſs of aſpect and manner. When our | 


5 
* 
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great eagerneſs. Yet I have been fince 
told, that the people of that valley are not 
indigent; and when we mentioned them 
afterwards as needy and pitiable, a High- 
land lady let us know, that we might 
ſpare our commiſeration; for the dame 
whoſe milk we drank had- probably more 
than a dozen milk-cows. She ſeemed un- 
willing to take any price, but being preſſed 
to make a demand, at laſt named a ſhilling, 
Honeſty is not greater where elegance is 


leſs, One of the by-ſtanders, as we wers 


told afterwards, adviſed her to aſk more, | 


but ſhe ſaid a ſhilling was_enough. We 


gave her half a crown, and I hope got. 


ſome credit by our behaviour; for the com- 
pany ſaid, if our interpreters did not flats. 


ter us, that they had not ſeen ſuch a day 
fince the old laird of Macleod paſſed. through 


their country. SE 


The Macraes, as we heard afterwards in 
the Hebrides, were originally an indigent 
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in great numbers ſerv 
aclellans, who, in the war 
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me, being thus 
like the 


* 
* 
23 
” 4 * > -% 2 
[4 4-58 1 LN ; % $5 * 2 - r * 88 "% 2 4 * " $40 
R 8 o . * 1 F 2 , 2 RE = * 
C7 5 . 
i = 
11 - 
1 * [2 * 2 — 3” 
Wl TR EN „ 7 4 * 1 
'F * 5 n a * . ** 2 : 
, 
F 2 
4 
- 
44 
. — 
EN 
a3. 
* 
> V5, 1 > 
7 * 
7 J " "I : f a 22 . 8 5 0 - b 
* * * ; 's ” v2 ad 8. 
r ; . 
ws (LEM & ; ; - 
= pl ; 3 F 4 8 K's 4 = * A 
4 * 3 2 2 
75 4 ** 22 2 3 „ 10 
| „ 8 * 1 5 * *, a + "©" * / 
\ p [4 K 3. 4 75 9 » > R ; 0 % * N = 4: 
1 1 . £2 of 6 * ; ; a ; 2 p 
he's A C 2 F - S4 : % f c l 4 4 7 ' f 5 
r 1 Sanus . 7 | * REV * 
ccc 0 1 ; 4 4 5 ; 
1 2 Mountainous countri commonly con- 
3 * ; Fs L : 
r . 4 a . . * J 7 ; bat an 
9 1 e - ; 
29 i — k - 
TAR. 3 an $74 
4 N P » 
f = - *- 5 = = 1 
Gan FF > 2 race 0 
7 t N 8 + A * 
= b z * * , 
* 1 5 % i N 4 5 
1 N 4 3 n 4 - _ : 9 
. 0 3 7 1 . I * 324 p - * v . 
2 * Q . » N 4 * 1 
4432 v3 Lk j 3.4 
1 are nat eaſily: con- 
1 ; p of ; 5 ; p | 
: 5 2 : . f 3 
2 „ g 
1 i quered, 
* } * 8 By 2 , 4 4 
14 WOES 
© p 6 
* ? o 1 N : ; N 
DOE: I * 5 at 
oy * * ”* 4 £ * 
i y " 
P 9 G * : 1 
* * Ange . 
. £ % ö : 
, 8 5 * 4 . 7 
' A 
* 5 2 e 2 . 7 
. ” : : wt 
»* « 9 
5 XL * % 1 3 * : id F £ x | 


» 
x 


» 

5 

w 
2 


{> 


* 


2 2 * £ a . 


— 7 


PE 
. 
oQ 
- 
* 
* 
* 4 
5 * 
n 
< 
A 8 
* 
# 
/ 
+ 
7 a 
« 
7 
= 
. 
, " 
* 
+*, 
* 
® 
N 
5 
* 


2 
£3 
A LF +. 4 
. ; 5 > * 


4 4Ul 7 


* 


+ 


e 


4 o 


_ to 


« 
as. * 
ww. 
* — = 
aA by 
*% ; 
— 8. 
8 a 
4 — 
Cr 
4 * 
c 
NE BET, 
6 + = 
" . 
4 2 * WF a 4 


#x 


| 


T 
N 4 


: 


— 


ultain then 


a 


found. 


- 


= i 
* 
* . 
— 
* 
7 
% 
* 
f 
# 
* 
* 
2 1 
© bs oy % 
o 2 Foy 
* . 
a af 
” 7 ONT 8 
4 
£ Fe” tt 


- 


7 


ſo much ground; 
poſſeſſion of the next rock, and 


invaders are diſlodged by h 
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hoſe anxious and toilſome marc es, 


10hons cannot eaſily be cartied, | 
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bition of dominion 1 by reſentment 
of eee and inſults, or the deſire of 
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Such lands at laſt cannot repay the expence 
of conqueſt, and therefore perhaps have 


man in ppm the more FRG _ 
_ : 


conquered, they are likewiſe long before 
they are civilized. Men are ſoftened by 
intercourſe mutually profitable, and in- 
ſtructed by comparing their own notions 
with thoſe of others. Thus Cæſar found 


the maritime parts of Britain made leſs 


barbarous by their commerce with the 
Gauls. Into a barren and rough tract . 
8 is brought either by the hope of 
gain or of pleaſure. The inhabitants having 
neither commodities for ſale, nor money 
for purchaſe, ſeldom viſit more poliſhed 
Places, or if they do viſit them ſeldom = 


sT EIN 1SLANDS, de. * La 


| It ſometimes happens that- by conqueſt, è 
intermixture, or gradual ' refinement, te 
cultivated parts of a country change their , I 
language. The mountaineers then become 
a diſtinct nation, cut off by diffimilitude 
of | ſpeech from converſation with their 
_ neighbours. Thus in Biſcay, the original 
Cantabrian, and in Dalecarlia, the old Se- 
diſh ſtill ſubſiſts. Thus Wales and the 
Highlands ſpeak the tongue of the firſt _ 

inhabitants of Britain, while the other 
parts have received firſt the Saxon, and in be 
| ſome degree afterwards the French, and | = 
then formed a third language between 2 
them. 55 1 


That the primitive manners are conti- 
nued where the primitive language is 
ſpoken, no nation will deſire me to ſuppoſe, 
for the manners of mountaineers are com- 
monly ſavage, but they are rather produced 
by their ſituation than derived from their 

a anceſtors. 5 
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rivalry. Esgland, before other cauſes of 


1 robber was ſheltered from juſtice, awd 
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Such ſeems to be the ee es of wen; 
that whatever makes a diſtinction pro 


enmity were found, was diſturbed for ſome 


centuries by the conteſts of the northern 


and ſouthern counties; ſo that at Oxford, 8 


he peace of ſtudy could for a long. time 


be preſerved only by chuſing annually, one 


of the proctors from each ſide of the Trent. 
A tract interſected by many riages of 


mountains, naturally divides its inhabit- 


ants into petty nations, which are made | 
by a thouſand cauſes Enemies to each other. 


Each will exalt its own chiefs, each will 


boaſt the valour of its men, or the beauty 
of its women, and every claim of ſupe- 
riority irritates competition; injuries will [ 
ſometimes be done, and be more injuriouſly. 
defended; retaliation will ſometimes; be at- 


tempted, and the debt e ann oo 
eee 10 ger 
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man of the ſame clan might be taken in 


his place. This was a kind of irregular 
juſtice, which, though neceſſary in ſavage 


times, could hardly fail to end in a feud, 
and a feud once kindled among an idle 
people with no variety of purſuits to divert 


their thoughts, burnt on for ages either 
ſullenly glowing in ſecret miſchief, or open 
Iy blazing into public violence. Of the 


effects of this violent judicature, there are 


not wanting memorials, The cave is now 
to be ſeen to which one of the Campbells, 
who had injured the Macdonalds, retired 
with a body of his own clan. The Mac- 
donalds required the offender, and being 


3 made a fire at the mouth of the 


cave, by which he and his adherents were 
ſuffocated together, i ALY 


Mountaineers are warlike, becauſe by 


their feuds. and competitions they conſider 


themſelves as ſurrounded with enemies, and 
are always prepare to repel incurſions, or 
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to make them. Like the Greeks in their 
B onpoliſhed ſtate, deſcribed by Thueydides, 
= we Highlanders, till lately, went always 


armed, and carried their P to ww, 
and board £ . Fe 


1 | - ibutifncers are thieviſh becatſe they 
3 are poor, and having neither manufactures 
bor commerce, can grow richer only by 
= robbery. They regularly plunder their 
= neighbours, for their neighbours are com- 


_ monly their enemies; and having loft that 


| = - - reverence for property, by which the order 
3 =: of civil life is preſerved, ſoon conſider all 
= as enemies, whom they do not reckon as 
A friends, and think themſelves licenſed to 
= 8 WE. invade whatever they are not — to 
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fince the laws have been introduced into 
the Highlands, this diſpoſition to chievery 


2 TS i very much repreſt. Thirty years ago no 
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herd had ever been conducted through the F 
mountains, without paying tribute in the 
night to ſome of the-clans; but cattle are 


Among a warlike peop 
higheſt eſteem is perſ 
with the oſtentatious diſplay of courage are 
cloſely connected promptitude of offence "6 
and quickneſs of reſentment. The Highs —, 
landers, before they were diſarmed, were 
o addicted to quarrels, that the * 
to follow any publick pr 
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or within the reach of national juſtice. 
Law is nothing without power; and the 
ſentence of a diſtant court could not be 


eaſily executed, nor perhaps very ſafely 


promulgated, among men ignorantly proud 
and habitually violent, unconnected with 
the general ſyſtem, and accuſtomed to re- 


verence only their own lords. It has there- 


fore been neceſſary to erect many parti- 


cular juriſdictions, and commit the puniſh- 


ment of crimes, and the decifion of right 
to the proprietors of the country who could 5 
enforce their own decrees. It immediately 
appears that ſuch judges will be often 1 igno- 
rant, and often partial; but in the imma- 
turity of political eſſabliſnments no better | 
-expedient could be found. As government 
_ advances towards perfection, provincial 


| judicature i 1s perhaps 5 in every Wan gra | 
| Red aboliſhed. N 
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Tboſe who bad thus the e e of 1 
ur, were by conſequence themſelves law- . 
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ir „ ſhelter from 
outrages and oppreſſions 301 | 
demned-to endure, without reſiſtance; the: 
caprices#of wantonneſs, and the rage of 
, cruelty. 8 7 NR 2 86 | BY 
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In the Highlands, ſome great lords had 

an hereditary juriſdiction over counties; and 

1 fome'chieftains over their own lands; till 
| the final conqueſt of the Highlands afforded: 


an opportunity of cruſhing all the local | 1 >" : 
| courts, a 
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and ob! extending the general bene · 
fits of equal law to the low and the hig | 6 k . 1 
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. of royalty, they had little inclination to 


*: appeal, on any queſtion, to ſuperior judica- — 


tures. A claim of lands between two 
| powerful lairds was decided like a conteſt 
for dominion between ſovereign powers. 


They drew their * into the field, and „ 
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right attended on the ſtrongeſt. | This was, 
in ruder times, the common; practice, which 
the kings of Scotland could ſeldom control. 
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Even ſo lately as in the laſt years of King 
William, a battle was fought at Mull Rey, 
on a plain a few miles to the ſouth of In- 


werne/s, between the clans. of Mackintoſb 


nald, the head of a ſmall elan, refuſed to 
pay the dues demanded from him by Mac- 
hintoſo, as his ſuperior lord. They diſ- 
dained the interpoſition of judges and laws, - 
and calling each bis foHowers to maintain 
the dignity of the clan, fought a formal 
battle, in which ſeveral conſiderable men 
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fell on the fide of Mactintoſd, without a 
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lity. The terms of. one of that 


racies were, that each ſhould ſupport the 
. other i in the right, or in the wrong, ex- 


cept againſt the 
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tinct races, and are careful to preſerve 
zies. Men in a ſmall diſtrict ne- 
iotermarriages, 


The inhabitants of mountains form di- 


a common intereſt in the honour and diſ- 


grace of every individual. Then begins 
that union of affections, and co-operation 


of endeavours, that conſtitute a dan. They 


who conſider themſelves as ennobled 


their family, will think highly of their 
progenitors, and they who! through ſue- 


ceſſive generations live 


together in 


dhe fame place, will preſerve local ffories 


and hereditary prejudices. Thus every 
| lander can talk of his anceſtors, and 
recount: 
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of habitation among 
— mountains, and ſuch were the qualities of 
= the Highlanders, while their rocks ſecluded  _ 


E | | from the reſt ot mankind, and k pt 1 ; | 


| unaltered and Aden r race. = 
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and I called in haſte to the Highludnder: to 
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cence raiſed our expectation. 
came to our inn weary and peeviſh, a 
began to inquire for meat and beds, 


was very copious. 
milk, no bread, no eggs, no wine. | 
did not expreſs much ſatisfaction. Here 
ever we were to ſtay. Whiſky we 


JET 


might have, and 1 believe at laſt they 


caught a fowl and killed it. 


Having ſurmounted the hill at laſt, 
were told that at Glenelg, on the ſea-ſide, 
we ſhould come to a houſe of lime and 
ſlate and. glas. This image of magnifi- 
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At laſt we 
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Of the proviſions the negative * . 
Here was no maße Ag 


We had _ 


| bread, and with that we prepared ourſelves 


contented, when we had a very emi- 8 


nt proof of Highland hoſpitality. Along 
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4 miles of the way, in the evening; a 
gentleman's ſervant had kept us company * 
on foot with very little notice on out 
part. He left us near Gleneſg, and we 
Wought on him no more till he came to us 
again, in -about two hours, with a preſent © | : 
from his maſter of rum and ſugar. The 
man had mentioned his company, and the 
gentleman, whoſe name, I think, is Gordon, 

well knowing the penury of the place, had 
this attention to two men, whoſe names _ 
perhaps he had not heard, by whom his 
kindneſs was not likely to be ever repaid, 
and who could be recommended to him 
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=> Wes were now to examine our lodging, | 
_ out of one of the beds, on which we were 
1 to repoſe, ſtarted up, at out entrance, a 
3 Bl is man black as a Cyclops from the forge, 
= Other circumſtances of no elegant recital | 
. * * coneurred to diſguſt us. We had been 
_——_— capa by a lady at Edinburgh, with | 
EET 7 > os | diſcouraging 
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diſcouraging repreſentations of Highland 
| . Sleep, however, was neceſſary. 
Our Highlanders had at laſt found ſome 
hay, with which the inn could not ſupply 
them. 1 dircaed them to bring a bundle 
jato the toom, and lept upon it in m 
riding coats Mr. Boſwell being more delis - | 
cate} laid himſelf ſhedts with hay over and 
under ee in len; lik » gentle 
SRV. anux DEL. 5 
3 n ner de 
, tieth, W found ourſelves on the edge of „ | 1 | 
the ſea. Having procured a boat, we diſ- ; 4 J 
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miſſed our Highlanders, whom. I would 1 l 


recommend to the ſervice of any future 1 
travellers, and were ferried over to the iſle _ 
of Sky. We landed at Arm, where ws « 
were met .on the ſands by Sir Alexander 5 SE > 
Macdonald, who was at that time there - s 
with his lady, preparing to us the iſa: af 5 1 
_ reſide at Edinburgh TO ä 
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1 uſage of the North, with the melody of 
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add is a neat houſe, built wher 5 
** Macdonald. had once a ſeat, which 
was burnt in the commotions that follongd 
the Revolution. The walled orchard, wh ch N 
belonged to the former houſe, ſtill remains... 
"Wb well, maded by tall Ach tees, of 4. 
ſpecies, as Mr. Janes the fofßliſt informed: =, "1 
me, uncommonl ly valuable. This plant: . => 
tion is very properly megtioned by Dr. 4 1 
Campbell,” in his new account of the ſtate . | 
of Britain, and deſerves att ntion; becaple _ 
it proves that the preſent nakedneſs of the Toms 
re, is not wholly this fault a ee ; 


As we at at Sir Alexander I table, we 
Fere Eutertained, according to the Gear | 


| the bagpipe, Every thing in thoſe coun= 


tries has its ſtory... As the bagpiper was | 


| playing, an elderly gentleman informed. 


us, that in ſome remote time, the Macds, 

nalds of Glengary having been injured, | 

offended by the inhabitants of F Cullden . 
| and 
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. 6 "and: reſolving to have juſtice or vengeance, 
Wi | cane to Culloden on a Sunday, where find- 1 
their enemies at worth, they. mut ; # * 
bein up im the church, which they ſet on 2 
fire and this, ſaid bbs is the rugs: that che 
| [ ed While they werebning'? « * 12 
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8 8 *Narthtions ike gin rower W Eo 
* t ice of a ne, ben? 
= they are the, — records of a nation that 
Has no hiſtorians, and afford the moſt ge- | 
nuine repreſentation of the life and cha- . 
+ rafter E the ancient Highlanders. 1 
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; e a aun, 
are comprehended' in Scotland all that nor 3 
ſpeak the Erſe language, or retain the pri- 5 1 1 
mitive manners, whether they live among . 5 
the mountains or in the iſlands; and in 25 ; 
_ that ſenſe I ule the name, when there is 2:5 
* not ſome apparent reaſon kor LD as 8 2a Wie 
8 diginction. r 
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In Shy fioſt obſerved the uſe of Brogues, : + 

* a kind of gg ſhoes, ſtitched with thongs = * 5 
a a _— »efend * . 

| pate. * ee were — wa 


* 


fuck 1 are . uſed 7 in rude ad# rea. 
pants; But they are ſaid not to laſt 

above typ 8 . ene ſomewhat 
ade of leather | *. ol 


canned with r as in other places, 
bark of birch, or roots of tor- 
mentil, a ſubſtance recommended in defect | 
of bark, about forty years ago, to the Iriſh * | 4 
tanrſÞrs, by one to whom the parkament 
ne ee voted! a reward. + the 75 
* vegetably, RECs: and therefore cannot 
he very durable. i 
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My inquiries t n gave” me, | 4 
an voy IT oo 3 informa- ” 4 
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55 Que day I was told, thatgto make ? 
brogues was a domeſtic art, which everx 


man As" 2c for — agd that — 1 


hs . made an Apron, vill; a 2 wg 
as told me, that a brogue- maker Was a 
trade, und that a pair would coſt half a 

crown. It will eaſily occur that cheſe re- 
: preſentations may Þ 


both be- true, and that, 
in ſome places, men may buy them, and 
in others, make them for themſelves; but „ 
| Thad boch the accounts in the ſame houſe * Dy. 
8 within two Now” e 5 „5 1 if 
: "Miles: of my ſubſequent inquiries upon 
more intereſting topicky ended in the like 3 
* uncertainty. He that travels in the High- - a > * 
lands may eaſily ſaturate his foul with in- ; 3 . 
telligence, if he will acquieſce in the firſt — 
T9 account. The Highlander gives to every 8 8 
| | .. queſtion an anſwer ſo prompt and peremp- — <=, 
wad that 3 itſelf is dared into 8 

F | 5 ſilence, 
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| lence, and the mind ſinks beforegthe bold TS 


* 1 5 reporter in unreſiſting credulity; but if K-10 4 | 
A, | * ſecond queſtion be ventured, it breaks the f 


enchantment; for it is immedistely diſ- 


KT covered that what was told ſo confider 77 


vas told at hazard, and that ſichifearlefſnels 
of aſſertion Was either the ſport of negli ADs. | 
| gence, or the refuge © f ignorance!® r 
4 % £3, CESS X77” 
11 individuals are this at wariance with 
5 bemſelves, it can be no wonder that the ac- - 
counts of different men are contradictory. 
Ihe traditions of an ignorant and ſavage 
people have been for ages negligently heard, 
-- and; unſkilfully related. Diſtant events 
- muſt have been mingled. together, and the 
actions of one man given to another. 
Theſe, 8s are deficiencies in ſtory. 
for which no man is now to be cenſured. 
It were evoughs if what there is yet op- 
-Portunity of examining were accurately 
inſpected, and juſtly repreſented; but ſuch 1 is 
3 Jaxity of ä converſation, that 
8 the 
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. the inquirer 1s kept in continual ſuſ Denſe 
and by a kind of intellectual retrogradations 
knows leſs as he hears mare ns oa? 
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N the iNlands the pa 3 is ; rarely. wort, 
+ The law by which the Highlanders have 
been obliged to change the form of their 


dreſs, has, in all the places that we have | 


viſited, been univerſally obeyed. 1 have 


ſeen only one gentleman completely cloth- 
ed in the Ancient habit, and by him it was 


worn only occaſionally and wantonly. T he 


common people do not think themſelves 


under any legal neceſſity of. having coats 


- for they. ſay that the law againſt plaids was 
| made by Lord Hardwicke, and was in force 


only for his life: but. the ſame poverty that 


made it then difficult for them to change : 


| their clothing, hinders them now from 
| hanging it t again. 


! ” 


| Fu: Aides, e or lower garment, is « ili 


: ah common, and the bonnet almoſt uni⸗ 
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* a 


er al; but their attire is ſuch as produces, 
| in a fufficient degree, the effect intended 

by the law, of aboliſhing the diffimilitude 
of appearance between the Highlanders 
and the other inhabitants of Britain; and. 
if dreſs be ſuppoſed to have much influ- 
| ence, facilitates their coalition with their 
e : 4 1 


hes we "ore long g rea we 30 
fike, and therefore the Highlanders were 
unwilling to lay aſide their plaid, which 
yettoan unprejudiced ſpeQator muſt appear 
an incommodious and cumberſome dreſs; $3 
for, Hanging looſe upon the body, It muſt 
flutter in a quick motion, or require. one | 
. of the hands to keep i it cloſe. | The Romans | 
always laid aſide the gown when they had 
# any thing to do. It was a dreſs ſo unſuit- 
able to war, that the ſame word which fig- 
15 nißed a gown ſignified peace. The chief | 
| uſe of a plaid ſeems to be this, that they 


: could commodiouſly verap themſelves in it, 
3 
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= When ey were obliged fo flee <p without a 5 
* 1 | | 7 PHE 3 1 , A SEN | | 
In our paſſage from Scolanũ to Sly, re 


were wet for the firſt time with a ſhower.  _ -— = 
This was the beginning of the Highland + + 
winter, after which we were told that a | - 
ſucceſſion of three dry days was not to be 


| expect for many months. The winter « 
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1 to . over the water Ds mech 1 
ſoftened to have the power of congelation, 
The falt loughs, or inlets of the ſea, which 0 
hoot very far into the iland, never have = 
any ice upon them, and the pools of freſh — 
water will never bear the walker. The 7 


imo that ſometimey falls, is ſoon diſſolved Ke 
by the air, or the rain ZW 


Ws. This i is not the deſeription of a ctuel cl A 
1 wate, yet the dark months are here a tinmnmm 1 
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of great Age! 3 becauſe the meer can 

| do little more than feed itſelf, and winter 
comes with its cold and its ſcarcity upon 

= families n kl n. 


CORIATACHAN IN SKY. 


The third or fourth day after our arrival ; 
3 at Armidel, brought us an invitation to the 
3 iſle of Raaſay, which lies eaſt of Sky, It 
| is incredible how ſoon the account of any 
event is propagated in theſe narrow coun- 
tries by the love of talk, which much lei- 
ſure produces, and the relief given to the 
=_ mind in the penury of inſular converſation ; 
1 by a new topick. The arrival of ſtrangers. TRE 
=_ at a place ſo rarely viſited, excites.rumour, +, 

and quickens curiolity. I know not whe- 
* ther we touched at any corner, where Fame 
- wad not aa prepared us a reception. 5 | 
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SY. We were furnbihid therdfore was” 


horſes and a guide. In the iſlands there 
are no roads, nor any marks by which a 


ſtranger may find his way. The horſeman 
bas always at his ſide a native of the place, 


who, by purſuing game, or tending catile, 


or being often employed in meſſages or 


conduct, has learned where the ridge of the 
hill has breadth ſufficient to allow a horſe 
and his rider a paſſage, and where the moſs” 

or bog is hard enough to bear- them. The 


bogs are avoided as toilſome at leaſt, if not 


unſafe, and therefore the journey is made 
generally from precipice to precipice; from 


which if the eye ventures to look down, it 


ſees below a gloomy cavity, whence the 
ruſh of water is ſometimes Rowe” 7 0G 


hg 


- But there "OF to be: in all this more _ 
alarm than danger, The Highlander walks 


carefully before, and the horſe, accuſtomed : 
to the ground, follows him with little de- 
viation. Benzin the hill is too ſteep for 


e AJOURNEY TO TE 
the horſeman to keep his ſcat, and ſomes 
times the moſs is too tremulous to bear 
the double weight of horſe and man. The 
rider then diſmounts, and all ſhift as they 


Journies made in this manner are rather . 
tedious. than long. A very few miles re- 
quire ſeveral hours. From Armidel we 
came at night to Coriatachan, a houſe very 
pleaſantly fituated between two brooks, 
with one of the higheſt hills of the iſland. 
behind it. It is the reſidence of Mr. Mac- 
| kinnon, by whom we were treated with very 

liberal hoſpitality, among a more numerous. 
and elegant company than it could ders 5 
been ſuppoſed eaſy to collect. „ 


The hill behind che houſe we did not 
25 „ b The weather was rough, and the | 
height, and ſicepneſs diſcouraged b. We 
were told that there is a cairne upon it. A 
cairne is a * of Ronee thrown: upon the 
3 ; 5 i g * 
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grave of one eminent for dignity of birth, 
or ſplendour of atchievements. It is ſaic that 
1 digging, an urn is always found under 


theſe cairnes: they muſt therefore have 


been thus piled by a people whoſe cuſtorn. 
was to burn the dead. To pile ftones is, I 
believe, a northern cuſtom, and to burn the 
body was the Roman practice; nor do 1 
know when it was that theſe toro alle of 
eme were united. i | „ 


4 


"The 3 was. | dert 8 too a Wale 
for the continuation of our journey; but 
we had no reaſon to complain of the inter 
ruption. We ſaw in every place, what we 
chiefly deſired to know, the manners of the 
people. We had company, and, if we 
had choſen retirement, we might have e had 


| books. 5 


8. never was in any tiouſs of the Wands, 
where I did not find books in more lan- 
guages than one, if I ſtaid long enough to 
want. them, Except one from which the 


\ 


; 1 4 _* family 
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family was retdoved.. Literature is not 
neglected by the bigher rank of the Hg 
W ; 


PF 


1 Dy not, I 3 15 3 g 
Dax in countries ſo little frequented as the 
Iſlands, there are no houſes: where travel- 
lers are entertained for money. He that 
wanders about theſe wilds, either procures >, 
recommendations to thoſe whoſe habita- 

tions lie near his way, or, when night and 
weatineſs come upon him, takes the chance 
of general hoſpitality. If he finds only a 
cottage, he can expect little more than 
melter; for the cottagers have little more 
for themſelves : : but if his good fortune 
] brings him to the reſidence of a gentleman, 3 
he will be glad of a ſtorm to prolong his 
. ſtay. There is, however, one inn by the 
bes- ſide at Sconſor, i in Sky, where the Pen- 
office i 1s kept. Vu 
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At the tables where a Ruger! is received, 


neither plenty nor math is wanting. A 
* 2 . 
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Bak of land fo thinly inhabited, muſt have 

much wild-fowl; and I ſcarcely remember i 
to have ſeen a dinner without them. The 1 
moor game is every where to be had. That * 
the ſea abounds with fiſh, needs not be 

told, for it ſupplies ; a great part of Europe. 
The ile of Sky has ſtags and roebucks, 

but no hares. T hey fell very numerous = 
droves of oxen yearly to England, and — i 
therefore cannot be ſuppoſed to want beef - 


at home. Sheep and goats are in great 42 
numbers, and they have the common * 8 
meſlick fowls. | nts I 
But as here is nothing to be bought, — 


every family muſt kill its own: meat, and 
roaſt part of it ſomewhat ſooner than Api- 
eius would preſcribe. Every kind of fleſh, 75 
is ungoubtedly excelled by the variety and 
emulation of Englith markets; but chat ; 3 
which i is not beſt may be yet very free from 5 % . 
bads and he that ſhall an of his fare nn i 
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. A, JOURNEY TO THE, 
in the Hebrides, has improved his delicacy, 


more than his — a 


"Their fowls are not like thoſe plumped 
os ſale by the poulterers of London, but 
they are as good as other places commonly 
afford, except that the geeſe, by feeding in 
the ſea, rm”. n a fiſhy . 


% 


Theſe . 3 to be of a Wine race, ; 
88 the wild and domeſtick kinds. | 
They are fo tame as to own a home, and 
Sa wild as ſometimes to 155 quite away. 


Their native bread 1s wade of oats, or 
| barley. Of oatmeal they ſpread very I 
cakes, coarſe and bard, to which unac- q 
cuſtomed palates are not eaſily reconciled, 925 
The barley cakes are thicker and ſofter ; * 125 
I began to eat them without unwillingneſs; ; 
1 the blackneſs of their colour raiſes ſome 4 : 8 
_—  dillike, | but the taſte, is not diſagreeable. 
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la moſt hows there is wheat flower, with 
which. we were ſure to be treated, if we 
ſtaid long enough to have it kneaded and 
| baked. _ As neither yeaſt nor leaven are 


uſed among them, their bread of every kind 
is unfermented. They make only cakes, 


me never r mould 2 loaf. 


A las of bb Hebrides, for of the wow 


men's diet I can give no account, as ſoon as 


he appears in the morning, ſwallows a glaſs 


of whiſky ; yet they are not a drunken 


race, at leaſt I never was preſent at much 
intemperance ; but no man is ſo abſtemious 
as to refuſe the morning dram, which ay 
call a * e 


— 


Ay bs word _ whiſky ſignifies water, and 


is applied by way of eminence to frong + 
water, or diſtilled liquor. The ſpirit drunk 
in the North is drawn from barley. I never 


taſted it, except once for experiment at the 
ian in Invergry, when I thought it pre- 
3 |  ferable | 


> 
* 2 
— «# 


 ferable* to any Engliſh malt — te, - 25 
was ſtrong, but not pungent, and was fred, * 


from the empyreumatic taſte or ſmell. 3 8 1 

What was the proceſs I had no opportunity 8 I. 
of inquiring,” nor do I wiſh to improve 0 1 
- the art of making 225 pleaſant. ZA 


* 


Not fon after the dram, may he: ex- . | 
pected the breakfaſt, a meal in Which the 7 * 


Scots, whether of the lowlands or moun- „„ 
/ tains, muſt be confeſſed to excel us. The 

tea and coffee are accompanied not only. = 85 
with butter, but with honey, conſerves, 

and marmalades. 1 an epicure could re- 8 * 
move by a wiſh, in queſt of ſenſual grati- - WD 
fications, wherever he had ſupped he mug 

breakfaſt in Scotland. . 1 

a the and homers they do what 1 
found it not very eaſy to endure. TP hey 15 
pollute the tea · table by plates piled with 

large flices of Cheſhire cheeſe, which . 

mingles its leſs grateful odours: with the - 
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Where many queſtiogs are to 1 aſked, | 
"th will be omitted. I forgot to enquire 
how they were ſupplied with ſo much ex- 
otic luxury. Perhaps the French may 
bring them wine for wool, -and the Dutch 
give them tea and coffee at the fiſhing a- 
fon, in exchange for. freſh Proviſion. 
Their trade is uncood rained ; they pay 
no cuſtoms; for there is no officer to de- 
mand them; whatever therefore is made 
dear only, by impoſt, is. obtained here at an 
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A dinner it in che Weſtern Hands differs 
very little from a dinner in England, ex 
cept that in the place of tarts, there are 
always ſet different preparations of * 
Tbis part of their diet will ni 


7 


, 


improvement. Though they 
and eggs, and ſugar, few of chem know how 
to compound them in a euſſard. Their 
gardens afford chem no great variety, but 
they bave always ſome vegetables on the 
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table. "Potatoes at leaft are never wanting, 
which, though they have not known them 
Jong, are now one of the principal parts of 
their food. They are not of the mealy, 
but the viſcous kind. 


Their more elaborate-cookety, or made 
diſhes, an Engliſhman, at the firſt taſte is 
not likely to approve, but the culinary com- 
poſitions of every country are often ſuch 
as become grateful to other nations only 
by degrees; though I have read a French 
3 3 8 4 author, who, in the elation of his heart, 
n _ ſays, that French cookery pleaſes all 
== | foreigners, but foreign coor never. fa. 
tisfies a Frenchman. = 4 


* . — 


Their ſuppers are, le PIP. N 
various and plentiful. The table is always 
covered with elegant linen. Their plates 

for common uſe are often of that kind 1 5 
. . manufacture which is called cream co- | 
5 loured, or queen's ware. They uſe ſilver 

* - 4 _— 
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„ oceaſions where it is common 
England, nor did I ever find the ſpoon | 
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not been long acquainted with the 
uſe. They were not regularly laid on the 

na table, before the prohibition of arms, and 
the change of dreſs. | Thirty years a0 
the wander wore his knife as a com- 


the company fat down to meat, the men 
who had knives, cut the fleſh into ſmall 
pieces for the women, who with their 


8 


„ : , 
* s \ 


* . was perhaps never any change 
= of national manners ſo quick, ſo great, and 

R > general, as that WIE has operated in 

8 As Highlands, 
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> too ats to ſee what me/expeQted, a people 


1 peculiar appearance, and a ſyſtem of 
1 antiquated life. The. elans - retain little 
drr of their original character, their fe- 

1 rocity of temper is ſoftened, their military 
ardour is extinguiſhed, their dignity of in- 

|  _ - dependence is depreſſed, their contempt of 


government ſubdued, and their reverence 
for their chiefs abated; Of what they had 
before the late conqueſt of their country, 
there remain only their language and their 
F. = poverty. Their language is attacked on 
=_— every fide. Schools are erected, in which 
RE: We Engliſh only is taught, and there were 
+ lately ſome who thought it reaſonable to 


— 


= refuſe them averſion of the holy ſcriptures; 
that might have no monument of 


= their mother - tongue. . 
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of gain will by degrees make them-indu 1-8 
trious. Such 1s the effect of the late regu". N 
lations, that a longer journey than to the ” 1 
Highlands muſt be taken by him whoſe. > E- 88 J 
curiolity pants for ſavage virtues and ; bar» WS, 5 5 1 
barous grandeur. Fg, SS? 1 «+ — 5 3 
„ N 4.4.54 ., oe oRooeE(aH6 yl 
At the firſt intermiſſion of the ſtormy 1 1 = 
weather we were informed, that the boat, 8 2 AJ 
which was to convey us to Raaſay, attended - >a} 7 I 
us on the coaſt. We had from this time 5 29 8 I 1 
our intelligence facilitated, and our conver= = J 
ſation enlarged, -by the company of Mr. 
Macgueen, miniſter of a pariſh in Shy, 
whoſe knowledge and politeneſs give him 
A title equally to kindneſs and reſpe&, and 
who, from this time, never forſook us till 
we were preparing to leave Sky, and the 
hen Places, | "I e 


2 


* 
0 9 


. ; % WP % 2 E )( IP InP wa 2180 5 «x 7 
se e e 


q 75 5 25 were vigorous; ſo that our a va 
5 KY 1 0 £5 el and pleaſant. When we came near 
=. ® * the iſland, we ſaw the laird's houſe, a neat 
"+ modern fabrick, and found Mr. Macleod; 
= | the proprietor of the Iſland, with Wo 
8 Fs, * No _ gentlemen, expecting us on the beach. We 


2 a « had, as at all other places, ſome difficulty 
=: in landing. The crags were irregularly . 


4 | broken, and a falſe 1 would have * 
= * miſchievous, TE Evan We 
* h 11 ſrewed: that the xa might, with no. 
great labour, have been be wn almoſt into 
a regular flight of ſteps 3] and as there e-- + 
no other landing places, 1 conſide ed his 
rugged aſcent as the conſequence of a form TS 
of life inured * bardſhips, and therefore. e 
not ſtudious of nice accommodations. But 


I know not whether, for many ages, it was 
not conſidered as a part of military po- 


* 


liey, to keep the country not eaſily acceſ- 5 9 5 
üble. The rocks are natural fortiſſca- 


3 5 5 * tons, 
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| = Ir reception exceeded our expectations. e 1 
; We found nothing but civility, elegance. 
and plenty. After the uſual refreſhments, „„ 


. and the uſual converſation, the evening | * IS. 755 44 
came upon us. | 


he carpet was then rolled __ 6ßw 
off the floor; the muſician was called, ana 
the whole company was invited to dance, _ - © 
nor did ever fairies: trip wi Os 


_ ; : | oy 5 
— * 8 A 


a 6 2 n . . 5 i ae ; | e 4, oC 
| erity. The general air of feſtivity, which - = 


ominated in this place, ſo far remote 
5 # regions which the mind has 
4 : been uſed to contemplate as the manſionngng | 
1 pleaſure, ſtruck the imagination with a — 2 
Y delightful ſurpriſe, analogous to that which © EY” — 
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| It at an unexpected emerſion from dax 
/ r 
= | s into light. | 


When it was 


8 ceaſed, and ar 
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to two tables in the ſame room. After ſup- 


per the ladies ſung Erſe ſongs, to which I 
- liſtened as an Engliſb audience to an Lalian 
opera, delighted with the founds of words 
which T did not . 

I 8 the beds of the ow and 
was told of one, that it was a love ſong, 


and of another, that it was a farewell com- 


poſed by one of the Iſlanders that was go- 
ing, in this epidemical fury of migration, 
to ſeek his fortune in America. What 
ſentiments would riſe, on ſuch an occaſion, 
in the heart of one who had not been 


taught to lament by precedent, 1 ſhould . 
gladly have known; but the lady, by whom 


I ſat, thought herſelf not equal to 12 8 work 
e ee e NE NE: 


W 


Mr. 47 Macleod is . 3 ET he 
iſlands of Raaſay, Rona, and Pladaa, and 
Poſſeſſes an extenſive diſtrict in Sky. The 


1 + eſtate | has not; during four hundred years, 
- 9 5 gained 
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: " 
K 
* 


2 


WESTERN ISLANDS, &e. 133 


gained or loſt a ſingle acre; He acknow- 


| ledges Macleod of Dunvegan as his chief, 
though his anceſtors have R dif] Rus 


the pre-eminence. oor e ne tara. 


| One of the old Highland alliances has 
continued for two- hundred years, and is 
ſtill ſubſiſting between Macleod. of Raaſay! 


and Macdonald of S, in conſequence of . 
which, the ſurvivor. always inherits the 


arms of the deceaſed; a natural memorial 
of military friendſhip, | At the death of the 

late Sit fames Macdonald, his ſword was 
delivered to the preſent laird of Raaſay.. _ -. 


The fa mily of Ragſay conſiſts of the laird, 1 


the lady, three ſons, and ten daughters. For 
the ſons thefe is a tutor in the houſe, and 
| the lady is ſaid to be very ſkilful. and dili- 
gent in the education of her girls. More 
gentleneſs of manners, or a more pleaſing 
nee of domeſtick ſociety, is not 
40 in the moſt poliſhed countries. 
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Nanſay is the only inhabited iſland: 5 
Mr. Maclkodis poſſeſſion. Nona and Fladda 
afford only paſture for cattle, of which one 


hundred and ſixty winter in Rona, under 


the „ e RI of a e wanne 


ef 


The wig bf: Raafoy is, by computa- 


tion, fifteen miles, and the breadth two. 
Theſe countries have never been meaſured, 
and the computation by miles is negligent 
and arbitrary. We obſerved in travelling, 
that the nominal and real diſtance of places 
had very little relation to each other. Ra- 
agſay probably contains near 'a hundred 
a ſquare miles. It affords not much ground, 8 


notwithſtanding i its extent, either for tillage, | 
or paſture z For it is rough, rocky, and 
barren. The cattle often periſ k by falling 
from the preeipices. It is like the other 
"Mands, I think, generally naked of made, 
but it is naked by neglect; for the lairxd 


has an orchard, and very large foreſt trees 
grow about his houfſe. Like other hilly . 


Win | . F708 Countries 


1 * 
} 
[ 
' 
* 2 


WESTERN ISLANDS, Se, 135 


countries it. has many rivuletg. One of 
the brooks turns a aut and At leſs 


one pn trents. l % word 


i 


" 74g A or freſh 1 3 the lande, 
| I have. never heard of any other fiſh 
than trouts and eels. The trouts, which I 
have ſeen, are not large; the colour of their 
fleſh is tinged as in Exgland. Of their cels 
Tan give no account, having never taſted 
them; ; for I believe they are not conſidered 
as wholeſome food, „ 


. is not very 8 to *. the principles 


upon which mankind have agreed to eat 


5 ſome animals, and reject others; and as 

| the principle is not evident. it is not uni- 
form. That which is ſelected as delicate 
in one country, is by its neighbours abhar- 
red as loathſome. The Neapolitans lately 
refuſed to eat potatoes in a famine. An 

Engliſhman is not eaſily perſuaded to dine 
on ſnails with an Italian, on frogs with a a 


K — 
= "0.2 25 1 
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W + 2 Frenchman, © 
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1 4 JOURNEY 10 THE? 
Frenchman, or on horſe-fleſh with a Taro 

tar. The vulgar inhabitants of Sy,” # 

know mot whether of the other iſlands,” 
have not only eels, but pork and bacon in 
abhorrence, and accordingly I never ſaw a 
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vegan. £54 347+ $1.46 
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tac 2:2...) 3467 
Nagy has wild fowf in abundance, but 
neither deer, hares, nor rabbits. ” Why it 
- has them not, might be aſked, but that of 
| ſuch gueſtiags there is no end. Why does 
any nation want what it might have 2 
'Y ne ir] Why are not ſpices tranſplanted to Ame- 
* Fica? Why does tea continue to be brought 
1 1 from China? Life improves but by flow 
_— degrees, and much in every place i is yet to 


er 
% 


=... em in Ragſey, but without effect. 
1 3 4 The young ones it is extremely difficult to 
3 4 _ rear, and the old can very ſeldom be taken 
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Have and rabbits might be more call 
WIR That they have few or none of 


either in Shy, they impute to the ravage 


of the ' foxes, and have therefore et, 


for ſome years paſt, a price upon their 
' heads, which, 
niſhed, has been gradually raiſed, from 
three ſhillings and ſixpence to a guinea, - a 
ſum ſo great in this part of the world, 
that, in a ſhort time, Sky may be as free 
from foxes, as England from wolves. The 
fund for theſe rewards is a tax of ſixpence 


in the pound, impoſed by the farmers on 
themſelves, and ſaid to M So with great 


e e g ee 


0 i . +.» * 


„The beaſts of prey in the Wands are 
* th. otters, and weaſels. 
"ape." than thoſe of England ; but the 
otters exceed ours in a fat greater propor- 
I ſaw one at Armidel, of à ſizae 


The foxes are 


tion. 
much beyond that which 1 ſuppoſed them 
ever to attain; and Mr. Macken, the heir 
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of Gol, a man of middle ſtature, informed 
me that he once ſhot an otter, of which the 


tail reached the ground, when he held up 


the head to a level with his own. I ex- 
pected the otter to have a foot particularly 
formed for che art of ſwWimming; but upon 


examination, I did not find it differing much 


from that of a ſpaniel. As he preys in the 
ſea, he does little viſible miſchief, and is 
killed only for his fur. White otters are 


ſometimes ſeen. 
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Tor 1 996 4 N bing, Bt py 
rabbits, for they have no foxes, Some de- 
predations, ſuch as were never made be- 
fore, have cauſed a f uſpicion that a fox has 
been lately landed in the iſland by ſpite or 


wantonneſs. This imaginary ſtranger has 
never yet been ſeen, and therefore, per- 


haps, the miſchief was done by ſome other 
animal. It is not likely that a creature ſo 
ungentle, whoſe head could have been ſold 1 


in Sy for a, guinea, ſhould be kept alive 
* 1 i 9 5 © - i . only 


* 
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ture to ſwim, unleſs he were chaſed by 
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to prey upon a neighbour : and the paſſage | 
from Sy is wider than a fox would ven- 


dogs inf the ſea, and an perhaps then his 
ſtrength would enalffe him to croſs. How 


beaſts of prey came into'any iſlands is not 


eaſy to gueſs. In cold countries they take 


advantage of hard winters, and travel over 


the ice: but this is a very ſeanty Tolutionz 


for they are found where they have no dif 
EO means of en DA | 


* - 75 


The corn of this- inland i is | but bus. I 


9 


. of: a-Ginul}; Gall»: That 


men reaped the corn, and the men bound 
up the ſheaves. The ſtrokes of che ſickle 
were timed by the modulation of the har- 
"veſt ſong, in which all their voices werg 
united. They accompany in the Highlands 
every action, which can be done in equal 
time, with an appropriated ſtrain, which 
e they: lay, not much * W 
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its effects are regularity and cheerfulneſs. 


The ancient proceleuſmatick ſong, by 
which the rowers of gallies were animated, 
may be ſuppoſed to have been of this kind. 

There is now an 2 uſed by the” 
Hebridians. i f 


8 *. 
& 


The . of Raaſey ſeems fitter for 
cate: than for corn, and of black cattle 1 
ſuppoſe the number is very great. The 
Laird himſelf keeps a herd of four hundred, 


one hundred of which are annually ſold. 


|; 


i 


Of an extenſive domain, which he holds in 
kis own hands, he conſiders the ſale of 
cattle as repaying him the rent, and ſup- 
ports the plenty of a very liberal table with | 
the uning Ry" Eo i ee 1 


* 


by Auggen is hoſes to en hw very long * 


iühabited. On one fide. of it they ſhow.” 
' caves, into which the rude nations of the 
- firſt ages retreated ffom the weather. Theſe - 


HO . A: have had other uſes. 
There 


* P 


neceſſary might 


which Mr. Pauls has ſhes 8 from 


the N countries in the Pacifick * Fo EO 
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There is ſtill a cavity near the houſe called 55 
the oar- cave, in which the ſeamen, after 
one of thoſe piratical expeditions, which in 


rougher times was very frequent, uſed, as 


tradition tells, to hide their oars. This 


* 


hollow was near 


4 
A * ch 99 of the a at 


, p - 
2 141 * 
4 Yo. 
« 9 


the ſea, that nothing ſo 
e far to be fetched; and 
it was ſecret, that enemies, if they landed, 
could find nothing. Vet it is not very evi- 5 
dent of what uſe it was to hide their oars 
from thoſe, who, if they were maſters of 
the coaſt, could take away their. * 3 


% 


"hich the firſt poſſeſſors of this iſland lived a 5 


from the preſent time, is afforded by the ſtone - 
| heads of arrows which are very frequently 
« " up. The people call them E//-bolts, 

Ind believe that the , fligon, them 
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+ which the uſe of metals was unknown. 
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Not many years ago, che late Laird led out 
dun. The fixth part of w peqple is ſup» 
Eo poſed capableof bearing arms: Raaſoy had 


= ___ cauſe it is not likely, that every man 
* to ſexye in the field I would follow the 
En - ſummons, or that the chief would leave 
1 his lands totally defenceleſs, or take away 
I 8 all the hands qualified for labour, 1 
yg . ES be ſuppoſed, that half”; as "ANF migh 


Men be « dige hundred, or nine 
3 ree of populouſneſs 
5 Sreater than thoſe tracts of A ca 2 
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1 and muſt have been made by a nation to 


DB therefore fix hundred inhabitants. But _- 


„ ꝗ—— 


The number of this little community 
has never been counted by its ruler, nor have 
5 5 I obtained any poſitive, ccount, conſiſtent 
cal computation · 
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often ſhow. They are content with their 
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| country, and faithful to their chiefb, and yet 
uninfected with the fever offf:aigration. * 


* 


Near the houſe at Raa 5 is a chapel 
Anroofed and ruinous, which has OY . 
uſed only as a pla 
1 churches, in + ai RE Pe” n 
incloſed with ſtone, which belong to par- 
B . venir families, as repoſitories for the 
F A Nag there is one, I think, for 
the propri 4 and one for ſome collateral 


i 8 245 $257 , . * ; —_— | 1 
Fon , x we Ya * 5 
„ ; 
, It is told by Martin, that at the & 


4 
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wue Lady of the Illand, jt has been hegt ne 
cuſtom to erect a croſs. This we found not 
„„ true. The ſtones that ſtand about 
_ - the: chapel at a ſmall diſtance, ſome of 

| — Phich perhaps have croſſes cut u nt 


of : are believed to have been not funeral mo⸗ 


5 numents, but the ancient boundaries 
5 the ſanQtuary © or conſecrated ground. 
2 : op * p Martis 
5 8 : DET 
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2ln inhabitant of Sy, and therefore was 
1 within reach gf intelligence, and with no 
great difficulty might have viſited the places 
which: he undertakes to deſcribe; yet with 
all his opportunities, he has often ſuffered 
himſelf to be deceiveds He lived in the 
laſt century, when the chiefs of the clans 


The mountains were yet unpenetrated, no 
1 inlet wis opened to foreign novelties, and 
5 itdte feudal inſtitutions operated upon life 


blase diſplayed a ſeies of ſubordination and 
3 A . £ $14 a form of government, which, in more lu- 
F E minous and improved regions, have been 
3 =  lotig forgotten, and have deli ghted his 

5 2M . readers with many uncouth cuſtoms that 
a | 9 Bare np diſuſed, and wild opinions that 
prevall no longer. But he probably had 


ſerve or gain the a 


witlt their full force. He might therefore 


Martin was a man not illiterate: he was 


had loſt little of their original influence. 


not knowledge of the world ſufficient to 
5 qualify him for judgiog what would de- 5 
tention of mankind. 
6 8 cg 


. * 
* q WY N 
Was HR e ara, . gs o 
Sri © 2 ws" 3 : 
* % i 


5 
X Ph 25 
r 


himſelf; he did not ſuppoſe. unknonm 
ds others, nor imagined that he could 

give pleaſure by telling that of which it 

was, in his little country, impoſſible to be 

1 88 
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Wbat he has neglected cannot now be 
performed. In nations, where there is 
hardly the uſe of letters, what is once out 
of ſight is loſt for ever. They think but 
little, and of their few thoughts, none * 
- on the paſt, in which they are nei- 
ther Intereſted by fear nor hope. Their 
ly regiſters are ſtated obſervances and 
practical repreſentations. For this reaſon 
an age of ignorance is an age of ceremony. 
Pageants, and proceſſions, and commemo- 
rations, gradually ſhrink away, 45 
methods come into uſe of record 
and preſerving rights. | 
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illands which we viſited, we neither ſaw nor 
„ heard of any houſe of prayer, except in 
Sy, that was not in ruins. The malig- 
nant influence of Calviniſm has blaſted 
ceremony and decency together; and if 
i the remembrance of papal ſuperſtition is 
; | obliterated, the monuments of papal piety 
Y Ent are © likewiſe effaced. 
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It bas been, for many years, popular to 
lk of the lazy devotion of the Romith , 
dergy 3 over the ſleepy lazineſs of men 
that erected churches, we may indulge our 
ſuperiority with a new triumph, by com- 
paring it with the fervid aQivity of thoſe 
who ſuffer them to fall. N 
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ot the deſtruction of ths, the decay 
of religion muſt in time be the conſe- 
© quence ; *for while the public acts of the 
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Ftöm a theſe remaitts 6f ancient its,” 
which are evety where to be found, it has 
been conjectured, that, for the laſt two cen- 
| turies, the inhabitants of "m6" Iſlands have 
decreaſed in number. Thi argument, 
which ſuppoſes that the churches have been 
ſuffered to fall, only becauſe they were no 0 
longer necelfary, would have ſome fore, + 
if the houſes I worthip. ſtill. remaining 

were ſufficient for the people. But ſince 
they have now no churches at all, theſs 
venerable fragments do not prove the peo- 
ple of former times to have been more nu- 
merous, but to have been t more devout. Tf 
the inhabitants were doub hei 
preſent principles, it appears not that any 
proviſion for publick worſhip would be 
made. Where the religion of a i - 


enforces conſecrated buildings, the number 
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of thoſe buildings may be ſuppoſed to afford 
ſome indication, however uncertain, of the 
_ © Populouſneſs of the place; but where by 
a change of manners a nation is contented 
to live without them, their decay . 
no diminution of inhabitants. 
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Some of theſe dilapidations are ſaid to 
be found in iſlands now uninhabited ; but 


I doubt whether we can thence infer that 
they were ever peopled. The religion of 
the middle age is well known to have 


placed too much hope in lonely auſterities. 


Voluntary ſolitude was the great art of pro- | 


pitiation, by Which crimes were effaced, 


and conſcience was appeaſed | it is there- 


fore not unlikely, that oratories were often 


built in places where retirement was ſure to 
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| Raafe ;y has Vide ha can We A tra- 
veller, except the Laird and his family ; 


but their Pour” Wants no auxiliaries. 
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E-| Such a ſeat of hoſpitali amidſt the win | 1 


and waters, fills the imagination with ——B 
1 1 delightful contrariety of images. Without | 4 
1 is the rough ocean and the rocky land, the _ 8 
| i beating \billows" and the howling form : - ; 
* within is plenty and elegance, beauty 6 


LE: gaiety, the ſong and che dance. In Ragſay, 7 

= if I could have found an Ulyſſes, I had 5 
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f E At Ragſay, by good fortune, Macleod, fo 
1 the chief of the clan is 'A8 Pa) 


IJ a viſit, and by him we w Finvi 
FF | ſeat at Dunvegan. Raaſay h A ſtout boat, 
built in Nerway, i in which, with ſix bare, 


he conveyed us back to Sky, We lan 
at Port Re, ſo called, becauſe Tame the 
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; Fifth of Scotland, who had curiolity to 
the Iſlands, came into it. The port is made 
x” by: an inlet of the * deep and narrow, 
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where a ſhip lay waiting to diſpeople Shy; 
"0 s wit "ng the natives N to America, 
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= ow coaſting Sky, we paſſed by the cavern in a 
n * which. it was the cuſtom, as Martix relates, 
'F to catch birds in the night, by making a 
fire at che entrance. This practice is diſ- 
uſed; for dhe birds, as is known often to 
=... happen, have changed their haunts. - 3 
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. mounted gur horſes, travelled i in the man- | 
t ay already deſgribed, till we came to King 
1 nt 9 0 diſtinguiſhed by that name, 
becauſe, the King lodged here when he 
thyded at Port Re. We were entertain 5 
 - Yith.theyſual hoſpitality by, Mr. Aar dal 
and his lady Flora Mordeng/d,' a dame that 
Viͤill be, mentioned in hiſtory, and if cou- 
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In the morning we ſent our horſes 
a promontory to meet us, and 
ſelves part of the day's fatigue, 
an arm of the ſea. 
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We had at laſt ſome 
ulty in coming to Dunvegan; for our 
way led over an extenſive moor, where 
| every ſtep was to be taken with caution, 
and we were often obliged to alight, be- 
cauſe the ground could not be truſted. In 
travelling this watery Hat, I perceived that 
it had a viſible declivity, and mig | with- 
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we came, very willing to 
and found our fatigue. amply _ 
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_ was newly come hither with her ſon and 
four daughters, who Enew all the arts of 
ſouthern elegance, and all the modes of 
'Engliſh economy. Here therefore we ſet- 
tled, and did not ſpoil the nm hour with 
Wen oe departure, 

Dunvegan is a rocky prominence, that 
1 out into a bay, on the weſt fide of Sky. 
The houſe, which is the principal ſeat of 
Macleod, is partly old and partly modern; 
it is bujlt upon the rock, and looks upon 
the water. It forms two ſides of a ſmall | 

«on the third ſide is the ſkeleton of 
unknown antiquity, ſuppoſed to 
have been a Norwegian fortreſs, when t e 
Danes were maſters of the Iſlands.” It is fo 
nearly entire, that it might have eaſily been 
made habitable, were there not an ominous 
tradition in the family, chat the owner ſhall 
not long outlive®, the reparttion.® The 
grandfather of the preſent Laird, in de- 
| fiance of prediction, began the work, but | 
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deſiſted in Aa little time, 
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As the inhabitants of the Hebrides liv ived, 
for many ages, in continual ex pectation of 
hoſtilities, the chief of every elan reſided 
in a fortreſs. This houſe was acceſſible 


only from the water, till the laſt poſſeſſar 


opened a an entrance by ſtairs upon the land. 
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© They had formerly reaſon to be afraid, 


not only of declared wars and authorized _ 


invaders, or of roving pirates, which in the 
northern ſeas, muſt have been tc 
mon; but of inroads and inſults! 
clans, who, in the plenitude of feudal inde- 
pendence, aſked no leave of their Sovereign 
to make war on one another. Shy has 
been ravaged by a feud between the two 
mighty power f Macdinald and Macleod, 
Macabnald having married a Macleod, u pony - 
ſome diſcontent diſmiſſed her, perhaps be- 

cauſe ſhe had brought him no chile 
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Before 8 of re de Fifth. a High- | 
land Laird made a trial of his wife for a 
certain time, and if ſhe did not pleaſe him, 
he Was then at liberty to ſend her away. 
I. bis however muſt always have offended, 
and Macleod reſenting the 1 injury, Whatever 
were its circumſtances, declared, that the 
wedding had been ſolemnized without a 
"bonfire, but that the ſeparation ſhould be 
better illuminated; and raiſing a little army, 
ſet fire to the te rritories of Macdonald, 1 
had. the n andy revailed. 7 # 19 5 
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| Anghher ory may . the ae 
ſtate off The in- 
babitants Vf the Ifle of Egg, meeting a 
boat manned. by Macleods, tied the crew. 
hand and foot, and ſet them a- drift. Mac- 
leed landed upon Egg, and demanded the 
affenders; 1 but the inhabi ants refuſing to 
ſurrender them, xetreated to 2 a cavern, into . 
Which they thought their enemies unlikely 


to follow s Macleed choked them 
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the weather con- 
fined us . Gag Aw not at all to our 
diſcotitent or inconvenience. We would 
indeed very willingly have viſited the 
Iſlands, which might be ſeen from the 


ticularly deſirous to have viewed Jay; but 
boat, and we "Jeu condemned- to liſten in 
idbeneſs to the wind, except when we wore 


better engaged by liſtening to the ladies. 13 
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out enjoying its „ eg ſea 


being broken by the multitude of iſlands, 


does not roar with fo much noiſe; nor beat 
the ſtorm with ſuch foamy violence, 26 L 
have remarked: on the coaſt of Suſſex, 
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while 1 was in the Hebrides, the 
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wind was extremely turbulent, I never ſaw 


. 


very high billows. - | 
ere 
and barren. There are no trees, except in 
the orchard, which is a low ſheltered ſpot 
ſurrounded with a wall. 
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When this houſe was intended to ſuſtain 
a ſiege, a well was made in the court, 
boring the rock downwards, till water was 
found, which h ſo near to the ſea, 
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I have not heard mentioned as: brackiſh, 


though it has ſome hardneſs, or other quali- 
ties, which makes it leſs fit for uſe; and the 
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Here we fa. ſome traces of former 
3 and heard ſome ſtanding tr: 
tions. In the houſe, is kept an ox's 
hollowed ſo as to hold perhaps tuo qua 
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which the heir of Macleod was expected to 


ſwallow at one draught, as a teſt of his man- 


| hood, before he was permitted to bear arms, 
or could claim a ſeat among the men, It is 


held that the return of the Laird to Dunve- 
gan, after any conſiderable abſence, produces 


_ a plentiful capture of herrings; and that, if 


any woman croſſes the water to the oppoſite 


| Hand, the-herrings will deſert the coalt. 


Boetius tells the ſame of ſome other place. 


This tradition is not uniform. Some hold 


that no woman may paſs, and others that 
none * _ but a Macleod. 
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os es 24 which the Fi wary 


lity of Dunvegan brought to the table, a 


mn. in Scotland by the name of their 


viſit was paid by the Laird and Lady of a 

ſmall iſland ſouth of Si, of which the pro- 
per name is Muack, which fignifies ſwine, 
It is commonly called Muck, which the pro- 
prietor not liking, has endeavoured, without 
effect, to change to Monk, It is uſual to call 


S ts pe. 
at - 
a . 
* _ $ l 
—— 
pI . 
* nm 88 — * * =y * 1 
n | Fo RE Art nd 3 
1 . 4 8 8 1 & 
* 8 : 1 3 N In 
8 8 


* * f 
z * 
4 7 
T . a 
Sack * * — — F- * Ly . N ; 2». 
x58 A JOURNEY TO THE 
5 


poſfeſfions, as Raaſay, Bernera, Loch Buy, 

a practice neceſſary in countries inhabited 
dy clans, where all that live in the fame 
territory have one name, and muſt be 
therefore diſeriminated by ſome addition. | 
This gentleman, whoſe name, I think, is | 
Maclean, ſhould be regularly called Muck 3 

but the appellation, Which he thinks too 

 Evarſe for his Illand, he would like fill Tefs 

for himſelf, and he is therefofe e addte led 
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This little iſland, We it be named, 
is of conſiderable value. It is too Eng- . 
4% miles long, and three quarters of 2 mile 
broad, and conſequently contains only nine 
hundred and fixty Engh/h acres. It is 
chiefly arable. Half of this little domi- 
nion the Laird retains in his own hand 
and on the other half, live one hundred 1 
_ and fixty perſons, who pay their rent by 
5 exported corn. What rent they pay, we 
were not t told, and not eebarly ins | 
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' | quite. The proportion of the people te 
the land is ſuch, as the moft fertile coul - = 
tries do not commonly maintain. VVV 


1 = S 4 F 2 5 
14 2 1 
N 22 L 


The Laird having all his „ al 3 Pe. 
his immediate view, ſeems to be very atten 75 
tive to their happineſs. The devaſtation o  _ I 
the ſmall-pox, when it viſits places where 3 
it comes ſeldom, is well known. He has 3 

diſarmed it of its terrour at Muack, by ink 
oculating eighty of his people. The ex- 12 8 15 2 
pence was two ſhillings and ſixpenee a = 
head. Many trades they cannot have WE” x20 5 Y 
among them, but upon. occaſion, he fetches : _- 
— ſmith from the Ille of Egg, and has A | 
tailor from the main land, ſix times a year. 
This Iland well deſerved to be ſeen, but the 1 
Laird's abſence left us a0 * A 


1 
4 


„ a inhabited and has its appendant 
SS ant ſubordinate iſlets. Muck, however 1 .* 
_ fall, has yet others ſmaller about it, one . Hs 2 I 
of which has only ground fufficient to afforf | 2 | 4 1 5 po | * 
e for three wethers. Se 27 bo ; | 
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At Dungevan I had taſted lotus, and 


was in danger of forgetting that I was, 
ever to depart, till Mr. Boſwell ſagely re- 


proached me with my ſluggiſhneſs and ſoft- 


| neſs. I had no very forcible defence to 


make; and we agreed to purſue our jour- 


ney. Macleod accompanied us to Uliniſh, 


where we were ee by the 


* i 


Mr. Macqueen travelled with us, od di- 


| 5 rected our attention to all that was worthy | 
of obſervation. With him we went to ſee 
an ancient building, called a\ dun 


rough. Tt was a circular incloſure, about 
forty-two feet in diameter, walled round 
with looſe ſtones, perhaps to the height of 
nine feet. The walls are very thick, di- 


miniſhing a little towards the top, and 


though in theſe countries, ſtone is not 


much labour. W the great cirele were 
ſeveral 


brought far, muſt have been raiſed with 8 


* 


© + 
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besen ſmaller rounds of wall, which form-. | 
ed diſtinct apartments. Its date and its 
| uſe. are unknown. Some ſuppoſe it the 
original ſeat of the chiefs of the Mackods. 
| Mr.  Macqueen thought it a Daniſh fort. 


The entrance is coveted with flat ſtones, 
and is narrow, becauſe it was neceſſary 
that the ſtones which lie over it, ſhould 


reach from one wall to the other; yet, 
ſtrait as the paſſage is; they ſeem heavier 


| than could have been 'placet! where they 
now lie, by the naked ſtrength of as many 
men as might ſtand about them. 
were probably raiſed by putting long pieces 


They 


of wood under them, to which the action 
of a long line of lifters might be applied- 


Savages, in all countries, have patienck 


proportionate to their unſkilfulneſs, and 


are content to attain their end by very te». 


dious methods. 1 1 1 


If ie was ever - rovifed, it might orice have 


been a dwelling, but as there i is no provi- 
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5 on for water, it could not have bei 
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fortreſs. - In Sky, as in every other place, 
there is an ambition of exalting whatever 
has furvived memory, to ſome important 


- uſe, and referring it to very remote ages. 


I am inclined to ſuſpect, that in lawleſs 
times, when the inhabitants of every moun- 


'tain ſtole the cattle: of their neighbour, 
' theſe encloſures were uſed to ſecure the 


herds and flocks in the night. When they 
were driven within the wall, they might 


be eaſily watched, and defended as long as | 


could be needful; for the robbers durſt not 


wait till the injured cs 1 ſhould * them 


in the +a 1 E997 br 


f 


'T he interior. enclofitres; if the hat 


Jeg were once a houſe, were the 


chambers of the chief inhabitants. If it 


was a place of ſecurity for cattle, they a 1 
were probably the ſhelters of the keepers. 


ESE the 4 we were conducted to 
mother place of ſeeurity, a cave carried a ; 


7. 


— —ů — — — „ e Bet 


great = 


= 


great way under ground, which had been 
diſcovered by digging after a fox. Theſe © 
caves, of which many have been found, 
and many probably remain concealed,” are 
formed, I believe, commonly by taking ad- 
vantage of a hollow, where banks or rocks 
riſe on either ſide. If no ſuch place can 
be found, the ground muſt be cut away, 
The walls are made by piling ſtones againſt 
the earth, on either ſide. It is then roofed 
by large ſtones laid acroſs the cavern, | 
which therefore cannot be wide. Over the 

roof, turfs were placed; and graſs was fufs 
fered to grow ; and the mouth was cons 
cealed by buſhes, or ſome other cover. 


Theſe caves were repreſented to us ag 
. the cabins of the firſt rude inhabitants, of 
which, however, I am by no means per- 
ſuaded. This was ſo low, that no man 
could ſtand upright in it. By their con- 
ſtruction they are all ſo narrow, that two 
* never Paſs along them * a0 
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being ſubterrancous, they muſt be-always 
damp. They are not the work of an age 
much ruder than the preſent; for they are 


formed with as much art as: the conftruc- 
tion of a common hut requires. I imagine 


them to have been places only of occaſional 


uſe, in which the Iflander, upon a ſudden 


alarm, hid his utenſils, or his clothes, and Eo 


| perhaps ſometimes his wife and children. | 


© tp 4 $ 


This cave we entered; but could not pro- 
eced the whole length, end went away 
without knowing how far it was carried. . 


For this omiſſion we ſhall be blamed, as we 


perhaps have blamed other travellers ; but 
the day was rainy, and the ground was 
damp. We had with us neither ſpades 


nor pickaxes, and if love of caſe ſurmounted 


our defire of knowledge, the offence has ; 
Not the N ain 15 . = IH 


Wikio either dentin” or ruined, are | 
the . records of an n nation. In 
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ſome part of this journey, at no great 
diſtance from our way, ſtood a ſhattered 
fortreſs, of which the learned miniſter, 
to whoſe communication we are much i in- 
debted, yory us an account. 40 Kt 


Thoſe, | faid Ws are the walls of a place 
of refuge, built in the time of James the <2 
Sixth, by Hugh Macdgnald, who was next : N 

heir to the dignity and fortune of his chief. : be 
Hugh, being ſo near his wiſh, was im- 1 
patient of delay; and had art and influence s "4 
| ſufficient to engage ſeveral gentlemen in a - 
plot againſt the Laird's life. Something 
muſt be ſtipulated on both fides; for beg 
8 would not dip their hands in blood merely 9 
for Hugh's advancement. '- The compact 
was formally written, ſigned by the con- 

| 2 and placed in the hands of one 
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1 3 that Macleod had ſold ſome 
cattle. 40; A droret, who ns MO" ready | : 
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money, gave him Aa ; bond for 5 payment, 


The debt was diſcharged, and the bond re- 
demanded; which Macleod, who could not 
read; intending to put into his hands, gave 


him the conſpiracy. The drover, when he 


had read the paper, delivered it privately to 


Macdonald, who being thus informed of 


| his danger, called his friends together, and 
provided for his ſaſgty. He made a pub- 


lic feaſt, and inviting Hugh Macdonald 
and his confederates, placed each of them | | 


at the table between two men of known 


Fan. „ compact 2 of conſ piracy was ! 


with his own name. Macdonald | aQed 


with great moderation. He upbraided 


Hugh, both with dillapaley and ingra- 
titude; but told the . reſt, that he : con- 


ſidered them as men deluded and miſin- 


formed. Hugh was ſworn. to fidelity, and 
diſmiſſed with his companions; but he was 


not generous enough to be reclaimed by 
Ae and aden no longer any counte- 
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to execute the ſame deſign by meaner h 
In this practice he was detected, 
Macdonald's caſtle, and n e in the 


o 


down a plentiful meal of falted meat; and 
when, after his repaſt, he called for drink, 
to him a covered cup; which, 


when he lifted the lid, he found empty. 
From that time they viſited him no more, but 
left him to periſh in ſolitude and darkneſs. | 
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We were then told of a cavern by 
tis fide, remarkable for the power 
verberation of ſounds. After dinner, we 
took a boat, to explore this curious cavity. 
he boatmen, who ſeemed to be of a rank 


and being told we 
came one from Scotland, and the other 
from Englund, aſked” if the Engl; 


'$ . AJOURNEY TO-THE”  _ 
ll . anſwer, was. given them, the converſation 
l | being i in- je I was not much inclined ta 
3 examine. HSE K act) 
voyage; for one of them declared that he 
heard the cry of an Engliſh ghoſt, This 
omen I was not told till after our return, 
and therefore cannot claim the dignity 
* it. e gi er 


— 


The ſea was ſmooth. We never left the . 
more, and came without any diſaſter to 
the cavern, which we found' rugged and 
misſhapen, about one hundred and eighty ; 


4» 


feet long, thirty wide in the broadeſt Ir | 
and in the loftieſt, as we gueſſed, about nk 
igh, It was now dry, but at high © 
water the fea riſes in it near ſix feet. 
ere I ſaw what I had never ſeen before, 
limpets and muſcles in their natural ſtate. 
But, as a new teſtimony to the veracity of 
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AE TT I ON 
We then walked through a natural arch 
in the rock, which might have pleaſed us 
by its novelty, had the ſtones, which en 
cumbered our feet, given us leiſure to con- SY 


« 
« 
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ſider it. We were ſhown the gummy ſeed __* 
of the kelp, that faſtens itſelf to a ſtone, 


rom which it 


®.. — 1 * 


2 . SL * y * 


* - F J 4 2-3 3 
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8 | In our return, we found. a little boy _ 
4 8 upon the point of a rock, catching with bis 
' angle, a ſupper for the family. We rowed _ _ 


1 up to him, and borrowed his rod, with ” 22 


which Mr. Bofiell caught a cuddy. e 1 ES 


N Y N a * oo *%- + 


: 1 - * 4 * r 9 Ss = 


The cuddy is a fiſh of which I know = 


| not the philoſophical name. It is not'much = 
bigger than a gudgeon, but is of great uſe 8 oY 
in theſe Iflands, as it affords the lower. 5 9 
; | _ both 1 and oil for their Jang. 3 
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the year, that they are caught like white- 
bait in the Thames, only by dipping a 
baſket and drawing it back. 


I it were always practicable to fiſh, 
theſe Iſlands could never be in much dan- 
ger from famine; but unhappily in the 
winter, when other proviſion fails, the ſeas 
are en too * for nets, or boats. 
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From a © our next flage was to Ta- 
hes the houſe of Colonel Macleod, an 
officer in the Dutch ſervice, who, in this 
ume of univerſal peace, has for ſeveral years 
hom permitted to be abſent from his regi- 
ment. Having been bred to phyſick, he 
is conſequently a ſcholar, and his lady, by 
accompanying him in his different places 
of reſidence, is become {ilful in ſeyeral 
| languages. Tal: Ner is the place beyond all 

| that I have ſeen, from which the gay and the 
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jovial ſeem utterly excluded ; adi e 


—— 


hermit might expect to grow old in medi- oy : 
tation, without poſſibility of diſtugbance os 
. interruption. It is ſituated very near the 
ſea, but upon a coaſt where no veſſel "ny 
but when it is driven by a tempeſt on 
the rocks. Towards the land are lofty 
hills ſtreaming with water-falls. The gar- 
den is ſheltered bf firs, or pines, which 
grow there G Proſperouſly, that ſome, 
| which the preſent inhabitant Planted, are ;- 
> bags high and chick. e 5 5 by. 43 
At this PE we e very Aiko met Mrs 5 Af 
Donald Maclean, a young gentleman, the | 
eldeſt ſon of the Laird of Col, heir to # 5. 
very great extent of land, and ſo deſirous © "4 3 
of improving his inheritance, that he ſpent | 56 
a conſiderable time among the farmers * 
Hiertforaſbire, and Hampſhire, © to learn 
„% heit practice. He worked with! his own... 4 3 
bands at the principal operations of agri- . 5 3 1 
| eee that he might not deceive himſelf 
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by A falſe opinion of Kill, which if he 
. "ſhould find it deficient at home, he had no 
means of completing. , If the world has 
agreed to praiſe the travels and manual 
laboyrs ot the Czar of Muſcovy, let & 
have his ſhare of the like applauſe, in the 
Proportion of his dominions to the empire 
of .. 


te 


This <a gentleman gs ſporting in 
the mountains of Sy, and when he way 
weary with following his game, repaired 


for lodging to Tat Aer. At night he ® 
miſſed one of his dogs, and when he went 
to ſeek him in the morning, found two 


L 
, 


mort feeding, on his carcaſs, WERE 


. 
1 


Col, far he muſt be named by his 1 
ſeſſions, hearing that our intention. was to 
viſit Jena, offered to conduct us to his 5 
chief, Sir Allan Mee, who lived | in the 
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time was formed an acquaintänce, which 
being begun by kindneſs, was — 
oontinued by conſtraint ; we derive mueb 


| Pleaſure from it, and I "_ have * LY 


him no reaſon to repent i.. PO 
: The weather was now almoſt one. cons 
. * tinued ſtorm, and we were to ſnatch ſome 
| happy intermiſſion to be conveyed to Mull, 
the third Iſlagd of the Hebrides, lying 
about a degree ſouth of Shy, whence we - 


: might eaſily find our way to Inch Kenneth, 


- where Sir Allan Maclean reſided, and after 8 


ward to 9 ona. : Es A +70 


= this purpoſe, the moſt commodious | 
ſtation that we could take was * Armidel," 
which Sir Alexander Macdonald had now 
left to a gentleman, who lived there as his 
factor or ſteward. . | f 


— "A we had already been, and to which 


In our way to Armidel, was Corte, : E: * 5 < 


e we were * wing o return. . 1 
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even thus almoſt without light thro? naked 
"I when there is a guide whoſe con- 
duct may be truſted, a mind not naturally 
tbo much diſpoſed to fear, may preſerve 
ſome degree of cheerfulneſs; but what 
muſt be the ſolicitude of him who ſhould 
be wandering, among the craggs and hols * 
13 5 benighted, ignorant, and alone? 5 


The fictions of n 0 were 
not ſo remote from cfedibility as they are 
now thought. In the full prevalence of 
the feudal inſtitution, when violence . 
lated che world, and every baron lived in a | 
fortreſs, Foreſts and caſtles were Mk 
ſucceeded by each other, and the adventurer 
might very ſuddenly paſs: from the gloom 
of woods, or the ruggedneſs of moors, 
to ſeats of plenty, gaiety, and- maguifi- 
ence». Whatever is imaged in the wildeſt 
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400 if giants, dragots, bi —_ * 
ment be excepted, would be felt by him, 
Bo, wanderinggin the mountains wich- ö 5 * 
out a guide, or upon the ſea without a pi-⸗ 9 
lot, ſhould be carried amidſt his terrogy and - 4 
uncertkinty, to the hoſpitality and * Wo” 
of 19 and a, ” OF 1 


To ee! at laſt we came, * 
found ourſelves welcomed as before. Here 
we ſtaid two days, and made ſuch in- 
quiries as curioſity ſuggeſted. The houſe 
was filled with company, among whom - - 
Mr. Macpherſon and his ſiſter diſtinguiſhed 
© themſelves by their politeneſs and accom- 3 
pliſhments. By him we were invite! 
to O/izg, a houſe not far from Al, — 
where we might eaſily hear of a boaty when 
the weather would ſuffer us to lexwe-the 
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os 1 IN SKY. © 7 
At Gig, of which Mr lauf. « ͤ 


miniſter, we were entertained for ſome days, -- 
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then femoved to Armidel, where we finithed 
1 our obſervations « on * iſland of Py: 
5 | Ns « 1 Z "FS" oY K 25 
1 . this 740 Hos i! ve Crack 2 
' degreg the air cannot be ſuppoſed to haye 8 
much warmth, The long continuagce of 7 *J 
P the ſun above the horizon, does indeed 

ſometimes produce great heat in northern 


latitudess but this can only happen in ſhel- 


1 tered places, where the atmoſphere is to 4 

— certain degree ſtagnant, and the faine maſs 1 

1 of air continues to receive for many hours . 
| the rays of the ſun, and the vapours of the I 


earth. Sy lies open on the weſt and*north 
to a vaſt extent of ocean, and is cooled : 
1 hy in the ſummer by a Perpetual ventilation, 
= but e by the ſame blaſts is kept warm ir 
I = L Winter. Their weather is not pleaſing. 
| Half the- year is deluged with rain. From 
the autumnal to the vernal equinox, a dry 
day is hardly- known, except when the 
ſhowers are ſuſpended by a tempeſt. Under 


fuch {ſkies can be expected no Shen exu- 
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bine of vegetation: / Their winter over- 
takes their ſummer, and their harveſt lies 
upon the ground drenched with rain. The 
autumn ſtruggles hard to produce ſome of 2 
our early fruits. I gathered gooſchervies 
in September; but they were mall, ad 
the huſk was thick. Og 


" Ir 
we 


* . Aue! is ſeldom ſuch as puts a 
full ſtop to the growth of plants, or reduces 
the cattle to live wholly on the ſurpluſage 
of the ſummer. In the year Seventy- one 
they had a ſevere ſeaſon, remembered by 
the name of the Black Spring, from which 
the” iſland has not yet recovered. - The 
ſnow lay long upon the ground, à calamity 
hardly known before. Part of their cattle 
died for want, part were unſeaſonably ſold 
to buy ſuſtenance for the owners; and, 
what I have not read or heard « of 3 EF. © 
the Eine that ſurvived wer -fo 
and 1 hat they ad 10t re 
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the-male at the uſual time. Many of the 
roebucks — As 
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The ſoil, as in other 9 hon its 
diverſities. In ſome parts there is only a 
chin layer of earth ſpread upon a rock, 
which bears nothing but ſhort brown heath, 7 
and perhaps i is not generally capable of any 
better product. There are many bogs or 
moſſes of greater or leſs extent, where the 
ſoil cannot be ſuppoſed to want . 

though it is too wet for the plough. But we 
did not obſerve in theſe any aquatick plants. 
The vallies and the mountains are alike 
darkened with heath. Some graſs, hows | 
er. grows here and there, and ſome ber- 
pier, Nen pas varth. are capable of tillage. 2 


. 


"Their agriculture i is | laborious, and per- 
$i haps rather feeble than . Theit 


Abo 0 **. upon t Ae Feld, gives them a = 
ter crop chan thoſe of the E 1 Shlands, They 
m””” 00. 


$ - SHINE i * 
. — I 
89 — 
Ap pn 


8 


heap ſea-Ghells e dunghel, which RO 5 
time moulder into a fertilifing ſubſtance, 


When they find a vein of earth where they ; 
cannot uſe it, they dig it up, and add it to 1 
; the mould = a more nn your 2 =» 
Their corn 3 often lie Is ch i ll | = 1 
tricacies among the craggs; that there is no — 


room for the action of à team and plough. 
The ſoil is then turned up by manual la- 
bour with an inſtrument called a crooked” 
ſpade, of a form and weight which to me 
appeared very incommodious, and would 
perhaps be ſoon improved in a country 
where workmen could be eaſily found and 
eaſily paid. It has a narrow blade of iron 
fixed to a long and heavy piece of wood, 
| which muſt have, about a foot and a half 
above the iron, a knee or flexure with the 
angle downwards. When the farmer en- 
2 counters a ſtone which ie the great impey , 3 
diment of his operations, he drives the blade Ed S * 1 
under 22 and bringing the knee or angle to 2 3 8 3 
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the ground, has i in the long handle a "ep 
forcible lever. | it; | fried 


wy 7 


By Adcotdivg to the different WE, af as; 
=. lage, farms are diſtinguiſhed into long land. 
1 - aa Hort land. Long land is that which 

affords room for a plough, and ſhort land 


By is turned up * the * | NIE 518 


f The grain which war to the fur⸗ 

+ rows thus tediouſly formed, is either oats | 
1 or barley. They do not ſow barley with- 
g 3 | out. very copious manure, and then they. 
=p expect from it ten for one, an increaſe 
3 - _ equal'to that of better countries; but the 
5 8 culture is ſo operoſe that they content 
2 == : themſelves commonly with oats; and who 
23 | 5 | can relate without compaſſion, that after 
all their diligence they are to expect only 85 
= x | . triple eee It is in vain to hope for 
Plenty, When à third part of che barreſt 
= Bo mut be reſerved for ſeed... 
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When their grain is arrived at the ſtate 
. they muſt conſider as ripeneſs, they 


do not cut, but pull the barley: to the Ry 


oats they apply the fickle. Wheel car- _ 
riages they have none, but make a frame 
_ of timber, which is drawn by one horſe 
with che two points behind preſſing on the 
ground. On this they ſometimes drag 
5 home their ſheaves, but arten convey: them 
home in a kind of open panier, or frame 
of ſticks upon the horſe's back. e 


ot 0 which is bine with ol WE” 8 
difficulty, nothing ſurely ou ght to be waſted; : 
Vet their method of clearing their oats from F 
the huſk i is by parching them in the ſtraw. 
Thus with the genuine improvidence of 
OS ſavages, they deſtroy that fodder for want 
of which. their cattle may periſh. From | 


this practice they have two petty convents 
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made to Flora i in the Hebrides, 
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From the fire by the oats, as by every other 
| Feorched ſubſtance, uſe muſt long ago have 
made grateful. The oats that 
parched muſt be dried in a kiln, 


o j 4 5 
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The barns of Sky I never add 
which Macteod of Ragſay had erected near 
lis houſe was ſo contrived, becauſe the har 
ſeldom bugught home 
perpetual perflation to prevent the mow 


from heating. 


Of their gardens I can] 
their tables. I did not ob 
common greens were wanting, 
hooſing an advant s expoſition, 
they can raiſe all the more hardy eſeulent 
plants. Of vege table fragrance or _— 
ey are not yet ſtudious. 1 ew vows arg. 
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or Werance; it muſt be eaten by A 


© oe that have nothing elſe, but by moſt _ = 
Englim farmers would be thrown away. 3 


taneous treaſures have been 
here are mount 
pn are ecommonly minerals, One of the 
rocks in Co has a black vein, imagined to 
conſiſt of the ore of lead; but it was never 
or eſſayed. In Sy a black maſs 
was accidentally picked up, and brought: 
into the houſe of the owner of the land, _ 
who found himſelf ſtrongly inclined to 
think it a coal, but unhappily i it did not 
burn in the chimney; Common e 
be here of no great value; for what requires 
to be ſeparated by fire, muſt, if it were 
found, be carried away in its mineral thad, - 
here being no fewel for the ſmelting houfe . 
or forge. Perhaps by diligent ſearch in 
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this world of ſtone, ſome valuable ſpecies 
of marble might be dilsbvered. But nei- 
. ther philoſophical curioſity, m r.commegeial 


- Induſt, haxe yet fixed their abode here 


where the importunity of immedia@ want 

ſupplied but for the day, and craving on 

the morrow, has left little room for excur- 
ſi ve eee or the Ray ancies of 
. Wn * 27 MY Gs I ba 
1 They: 1 Agee Sins A ee 


Wy” ee e e 


with kelp, a ſea-plant, of which the aſhes 

| 0p melted into glaſs. They burn kelp 1 
great quantities, and then ſend. it away 1 
in ſhips, which come regularly to purchaſe 
them. This new ſource of riches has raiſed 
; ithe rents of many maritime farms; but the 
tenants pay, like all other tenants, the ad- 5 
d ditional rent with great unwillingneſs; 3: be- 
| cauſe they conſider the profits of the kelp _ 
as the mere product of perſonal lahour, 5 
to o pn the Jandiggd contributes et 
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5 What he gives the power of eee ; 


4 their beeves. in great numbers to ſouth e n bes 7 ; a2 I 
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However, as any wan moy be Haid to give 


has certainly as much tigbt to profit from 
the price of kelp as of any thing. elſe found 
or raiſed on his ground. 
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29 his gew racks: Howl: excited a PEO and ; 

eager «ligation between .: Macdonald and * 
 Macked, for a ledge of rocks, which; til! 5 
the value of kelp was known, neither c 5 * 
2 defied the u of enen? 8 
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| The cattle of Shy, a are not * ſinall as. ͤͤ r q 
3 believed. Since they have ſent „ 


Tarts, they have probably taken more care 3 al 


of their breed, At ſlated times the annul OY 


growth of cattle is driven to a fair, by +2, = 
neral drover, and with the money, which h "M 
returns to the farmer, the rents are pl Wn | f | 

" The. price- e expedied,. is fi om — 5 


"ma 0 three pounds a head: there was once 


7 4 — 
486 4 75vgnEy. Torn * 


. a forifive pounds. They 8e fm 
the Iſlands very lean, and are not offered 


* the butcher, 1 e greg bern long 


| Line their we fas 15 without 
horns, called in: the Scots * 4 e, 
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ga . , though e ee 
with great diligetice, we could not be in- 
formed, We are not very ſure that the bull 
is ever without horns, though we have been 
= told, that ſuch"bulls there are. What is 
produced by putting a horned and unhorned 
1 male and female together, no maff has 5 
RE, _ ever tried, that Sandi the reſult wer F 
1 of obſervation. | es 1 | 
_:---- 2 _ | Mw Wi % = M5; 5 . * 
3 Their horſes nie, like melt cows; of 

—_ moderate fige. I bad no difficulty to mount 

ST ___ myſelf commodioully by the favour of 

3 e . 1 heard of very | little 


| wuoreky il. a Ds, bee. any" 


cows in Barra, ati X d very little arte in 

Rum, where perhaps no care is taken to 

prevent that diminution of ſze, which muſt 

always happen, where the greater and the 
Teſs copulate promiſcuouſly, and the young 

- 

animal is reſtrained from zen by * 


nury on ſuſtenance. e 
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* The g . is the N ;nhabtanr of thi 

earth, complying with every di rence 
- Wlimate, and of foil. The goats dt the He 2 
brides ate like others: nor did 1 beat any 
thing of their were to be e 3 
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m che penury of theſe TIS bl 55 : = 
nothing ig left that can be converted to ft. 
The goats and the ſheep are milked like the * » 
cows. A ſingle meal of a goat is a quark = LL 
and of a ſheep. a pint, Such at leaſt was * i 

© the account, which 1 could extract em — 
S thaſe of —_ I am not re that they e eder 
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The milk of goats i 5 nne e 
that of cows, and that of ſheep is much 
„ _ thicker. Sheeps milk is never eaten be- 

fore it is boiled: as it is thick, it muſt be 
EF. 5 very liberal of curd, and 'the . of Sf. 
Ida form it into ſmall cheeſes. * 
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The ſtags of the mountains are leſs chan 
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bigger than out fallow deer. Their fleſh 
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by ”"_ | has nog nels, nor is infriour | in flavour 


1 - „ * to our common veniſon. The | buck I 


neither ſaw nor taſted. -Thele are not cou- 
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_ 0 | | tries for a regular chaſe. The deer Are not 
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driven with horns and hounds. A ſportl- | 
man, with his gun in his. hand... way 
the animal, and when he has e him, 


4 (7pces him mo the blood. * 
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l of our parks, or foreſts, pethaps not 
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- we courſe UMres, and thoſe are the only 1 
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4 Man is by the uſe of fire-arms- made ſo 
much an overmatch for other animals, that 
in all countries, where they are in uſe, the 
wild part of the creation ſenſibly dimi- 2 
niſhes. There will probably not be long 
either ſtags or roebucks in the Iſlands. "All 
the beaſts of chaſe would have been loſt 
long ago in countries well inhabited, hads * 
they not been preſerved be laws pu. the 
pleaſure ol of the M. 
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5 . are in Shy neither rats 1 nor r mice, CE 2 
3 but the weaſel is fo frequent, that he is 8 ij 
heard in houſes rattling behind cheſts or 2 
beds, as rats in England, They en 
owe to his predominance that they have no : 3 
other vermin; for ſince the great rat took 8 5 1 
poſſeſſion of this part of the world, ſcarce, _ : by | 

a ſhip can touch at any port, but ſome „ 
his race are left behind. They have with: ne i 1 
in theſe few years began to infeſt the Ile 75 1 
; 5 Gs, Where oe: left hl ſome; trading * 
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veſſel, they have increaſed. for want of wet 
3 WH 57 err ans. Hi, ; 


6 The inhabitants of Shy, and of the other 1 
llands, which I have ſeen, are commonly 3 
of the middle ſtature, with fewer among 

- | them very tall ot very ſhort, than are ſeen 
[i * FM in England, ot perhaps, as their numbers 
Wo gare ſmall, the chances of any deviation 5: 

| from the common meaſure are neceſſarily | ug 
Few. The talleſt men that I aw ate among | 

| thoſe of higher rank. In regions of bar- 
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| | * - renneſs and ſcarcity, the human race is g 

l dees in its growth by Ti ſame cauſes | 

4 1 The ladies have as much 5 here as 

1 in other places, but bloom and ſoftneſs are ] 
9 = not to be expected among the lower claſſes, 5 N 
[ 3 whoſe faces are expoſed to the rudeneſs of. ; 
13 he climate, and whoſe features are ſome- 


W * * times contracted by want, and ſometimes | ng 
| Kiidened by the blaſts. Supreme beauty” | 7 
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even where no real hardſhips are ſuffered. « _ 
To an the human face to its full per- 1 


7 bit een, 


” it en nece 


* 


or conſciouſneſs of erg, e 


14 * ; = _ 


; Their ſtrength is proportionate to — „ 5 | 
ſize, but they are accuſtomed to run upon | 
rough ground, and therefore can wy „ 


great agility ſkip over the bog, or clam= be” 


ber the mountain. For a campaign in tte bo 
waſtes of America, ſoldiers better qualified '. - 
could not have been found. Having little - 3 
work to do, they are not willing, nor per 
hape able to endure a long continuance of 2 1 1 
manual labour, and are therefore confider- "T% 
ed as habitually idle, | — © on ER, 


* I'd : > 4 2 - 3 


„„ 0 A 

Having never been ſupplied with th eee 
accommodations, which life extenſively di», . 
verſified with trades affords, they ſupply ; = 
their wants by very inſufficient 
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bee many inconveniences, had. | ; 
a-little attention would eaſily: relieve. 1, 
have ſeen a horſe carrying home the harveſt ' 
+; _00W crate.. Under his tail was a ſtick for - 
crupper, held at the two ends by twiſts of 
ftraw. Hemp will grow in their iſlands, 
and therefore ropes may be had. If they 
wanted hemp, they might make better cord 
age of e or W of W + than, 
Fe 29 FFF 


* * FS 
. 
. 
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| Their cn of fe nei A Hates 
3 them perpetual health, nor expoſes WY 7 
* 1 to any particular diſeaſes. There are phy- 

F ſſſicians in the Iſlands, who, I: | believe, „ 

4 * 5 | Practiſe 1 and all . 0 | i E 
= own modicines.” 47S 6 att ater: 


+ 11. 18 generally fuppoſed, tf that fe is — 827 
in places where there are few oppor- 

| tunities of luxury ; ; but 1 found no in- 

EY ſtance here of extraordinary longevi ty. A | 


1 wee * old over his oaten cakes, 93 
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Ike a citizen at a turtle feaſt. He is in- 
deed ſeldom incommoded by corpulence. | 
Poverty preſerves him from ſinking under 


the burden of himſelf, but he eſcapes no 
other injury of time. Inſtances of long 


life are often related, which thoſe who 


hear them are more willing to eredit than 
examine. To be told that any man has 
attained a hundred years, gives hope and 


comfort to him who ſtands trembling on 


the brink of his own climadterick. 


* 1 3 


3 of life 18 diftributed impartially 
to very different modes of life in very diffe- 
rent climates; and the mountains have no 
greater examples of age and health than the 

low lands, where 1 Was introduced to two 


ladies of high quality; one of whom, in her 


ninety- fourth year, preſided at her table 
with the full exerciſe of all her powers; and 


the other has attained her eichty- fourth, 
en any diminution of her * 


- =" 
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and with little reaſon to accuſe. time of 


* on her ne 


1 


his ”- s oi 25 1 % | 6 
In tue Mahds, as in "moſt other places, 


the-inhabitants are of different rank, and 


one does not encroach here upon another. 


Where there i 18 no commerce nor manufac- 


ture, he that is born poor can ſcarce be- 


come rich; and if none are able to buy 


eſtates, he that is born to land cannot anni- a 
hilate his family by. ſelling it, This was : 
once the ſtate. of theſe countries. Perhaps 


_ there is no example, till within a century 
and half, of any family whoſe eſtate was 


- alienated otherwiſe then by violence or for- 
feiture. Since money has been brought 
- amongſt them, they have found, like othets, 
me art of ſpending more than they receive 
IT and I ſaw with grief the chief of à very 8 


ancient clan, whoſe Iſland was condemned 


by law to be ſold for the ſatisfaQion of h his 


— Creditors. | Gs E 15 4 


fo 


of the land, whoſe natural power: maſt be 


neſs of conſanguinity; and the reverence of 


father of the Clan, and his tenants com- 
monly bore his name. And to theſe" prin- & 8 
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The name of higheſt dignity is Laird, 3 : 2 
which there are in the extenſive Iſle of Shy * © 
only three, Macdonald, Macleod, and Ma. 


kinnon, The Laird is the otiginal owner 


very great, where no man lives but by 


+ agriculture; and where the produce of the | 
land is not conveyed through the labyrinths 


of traffick, but paſſes directly from the 
3 that gathers it to the mouth that eats 
The Laird has all thoſe in his power 


1 live upon his farms. Kings: can, for 
the moſt part, only exalt or degrade. The 


Laird at pleaſure can feed or ſtärve, aan 


give bread, £ or withhold it. This inherent 


power was pet ſtrengthened by the kind- 


patriarchal authority. The Laird was th& 


ciples of original command was added; for 


many ages, an excluſive right” * — Th 
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= This multifarious and extenſive obliga=: . 
1 tion operated with force fearcely credible. 
* Every duty, moral or political, was ab- 

-  forbed in affection and adherence to the 
Chief. Not many years have paſſed fince 
the Clans knew no law but the Laird's will. 
He told them to whom they ſhould be 
friends or enemies, what king they ſhould 
obey, and what religion they ſhould pro- 


= the Scots firſt roſs i in arms PE | 

the ſucceſſion of the houſe of Hanover, o 
Lovat, the Chief of the Fraſers, was in 
exile for a rape. The Fraſers) were very 

Y numerous, and very zealous againſt the 
= government. A pardon was ſent to Lovat. 
133 He cume to the Engliſh camp, and the 
_—_— Clay 3 an to him. 8 
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main in his own hand, and lets part to 


under-tenants. The Tackſman is neceſſa- 


rily a man capable of ſecuring to the Laird 
the whole rent, and is commonly a colla- 


teral relation. Theſe fach, or ſubordinate - 


poſſeſſions, were long conſidered as here- 
ditary, and the occupant was diſtinguiſhed 
by the name of the place at which he 

reſided. He held a middle ſtation, by 


which the higheſt and the loweſt orders 


were connected. He paid rent and reve- 
rence to the Laird, and received them from 
the tenants. This tenure ſtill ſubſiſts, with 
its original operation, but not with the 
primitive ſtability. Since the iſlanders, no 


longer content to live, have learned the 3 
deſire of growing rich, an ancient depend- : 
ent is in danger of giving way to a highen _ 


bidder, at the expence of domeſtic digs 


nity and hereditary power. The ſtranger, 
whoſe money buys him preference, conſi- 
ders himſelf as paying for all that he ha, 3 
and is indifferent about the Laird's honour _ 65 OR 
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198 A JOURNEY TO THE | 
or ſafety. The commodiouſneſs of money 
* indeed great; but there are ſome advan- 
tages which money cannot buy, and which 
therefore no wiſe man will by the love 'of 
; Oy be tempted to forego. 


Aare und i in the hither acts of Scot 
| land, men not defective in judgment or 
general experience, who conſider the Tackſ- 
| man as a uſeleſs burden of the ground, 
as a drone who lives upon the product of 
an eſtate, without the right of property, 
or the merit of labour, and who'impoves ' 
riſhes at once the [landlord and the tenant. 
The land, ſay they, is let to the Tackſ-⸗ =, 
1 man at ſix-pence an acre, and by Mm tc 
n tenant/at ten · penee. Let the owner be 
ie immediate landlord to all the tenants z 
ef b xt 0 8 round at . 0 he will 
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Thoſe who purſue this train of reaſon- 
ing, ſeem not ſufficiently to inquire whis 
ther it will lead them, nor to know that it 
will equally ſhew the propriety of ſuppreſſ- 
ing all wholeſale trade, of ſhutting up the 
of every man who ſells hat he does 
not make, and of extruding all whoſe : 
; ” agency and profit intervene. between the > 
manufacturer and the : conſumer... They 
may, by ſtretching their underſtandings 8 3 
little wider, comprehend, that all n - 
who by undertaking large quantities of - — "- 
manufacture, and affording employment to 
many labourers, make themſelves conſi :- 1 2 2 
dered as benefactors to the publick, have 1 
only been robbin g their workmen with one * 
hand, and their cuſtomers with the other. . 3 | 
© If Crowley had fold only what he' could _ © i 
make, and all his ſmiths had wrought their © © 
own iron with their own aneh WE: 
* would have lived on leſs, and they 
| have ſold their work for more. The ay "2 
ries of ſuperintendents and clerks would * x. i 
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have'been partly ſaved, and partly ſh 
and nails been ſometimes cheaper by af 
e in a hundred. But chem if the ſmith 


te pur- 


chaſer, 1 2 5 * do his anvil; 


if there had by accident at any time been 
| than bu | 
have reduced their profit to nothing, 
b | i one "gh | 
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man is eaſy, to make a, country 
by diminiſhing the people, is an 
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Tackſmen be taken away, the Hebrides | 
- muſt in their preſent ſtate be given up to 
groſſneſs and ignorance ; the tenant, for 
want of inſtruction, will be unſkilful, and 
for want of admonition will be 'n. 
gent. The Laird, in theſe wide flutes, f 
which often conſiſt of iſlands remote from 
one another, cannot extend his perſonal | 
influence to ally his tenants; and the 
ſteward having no dignity anne&ed to his 
character, can have little authority among 
men taught to pay reverence only to birth, 
and Who regard the Tackſman as their 
. ; hereditary ſuperior; nor can the Reward = 
have equal zeal for the proſperity of an 
_ eſtate profitable only to the Laird, with _ 
the Tackſman, who has _ . income 8 
involved 3 in "Us own. 109103 £93; 47 
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The only We N in 4 | Wands: are, 
the Lairds, the Tackſmen, and the Mini- 
ters, who frequently 1 improve their livings 

by becoming farmers. If the Tackſmen 
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be baniſhed, who will be left to impart 
knowledge, or impreſs civility ? The Laird 


muſt” always be at a” diſtance from the 


greater part of his lands; and if he reſides 
at all upon them, muſt drag his days in 


ſolitude, having no longer either a friend 


or a companion; he will therefore depart 
* more comfortable reſidence, and 
leave the tenants to o the wiſdom and _ 


of A factor. 1 * 


Of te tenants here are different 1 as | 
| they have greater or leſs ſtock- Land is 
ſometimes leaſed ti toa ſmall fellowſhip, who 


live in a cluſter of huts, called a Tenants 


Town, and are bound jointly and ſepa» = 


rately for the payment of their rents. Thele, 
I believe, employ in the care of their 


cattle, and the labour of tillage, a kind of 


tenants yet lower; ; who having a hut, with 


graſs for a certain number of cows and 


ſheep, pay their rent by a Rn quan- 
tity of labour. 
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| know with certainty. I was told 


for their own clothing; perhaps they 
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The condition of domeſtic ſervants, or 
the price of occaſional labour, I do not 
that the 
maids have ſheep, and are allowed woſpin 


— 


no pecuniary wages, or none but in very ; 

wealthy families. The ſtate of life-which 
bas hitherto been purely paſtoral, . TY 
now to be a little variegated with com- 
merce; but novelties enter by degrees, and 
till one mode has fully prevailed over the 


N e no Race notion, can be formed, 


Such is the _ of IF IE ſubordina- : 
tion, which, having little variety, cannot 
afford much delight in the view, nor long 
detain the mind in cher ſition.” The 
inhabitants were for a long tlme perhaps 


not unhappy; but their content was a 
muddy mixture of pride and ignorance, ail 
indifference for pleaſures which they did 5 
not know, a blind veneration for their — 
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A and & ſtrong conviftion.of __ own 
Anne b 


8 3 : 
: * * _ ; . a 


"heir ies hae hems cruſhed. by the 
heavy, band of | a vindictive conqueror, 
whoſe® ſeyerities have been followed by 
laws; which, though they cannot be called 
cruel, h have produced much diſcontent, be- 
cauſe they operate upon che ſurface of life, 
e bear witneſs to ſubjec- 
To be compelled to a new dreſs has 


any been found n 


Their chiefs hoivs now 8 of their 
juriſdiction, have already loſt much of their 
influence; and as they gradually degene- 


rate from patriarchal rulers to rapacious 
landlords, they will diveſt themſelves of 


the mas that Remains. 
—_ © ab 


That dignĩty which they derived PR ly 
an opinion of their military importance, 
the ave, which diſarmed thew, has abated. 
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An old gentleman, delighting himſelf wit 
the recollection of better days, related 
4 forty years ago, a Chfeftain walked out 
== attended by ten or twelve fol lowers, with 
. heir arms rattling. That animatin 
"2 ble has now ceaſed. The Chief has | t his 
1 formidable retinue; and the Highlander 
* walks his heath unarmed and defencelefs, 
a er ble am * * a French 
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Their ignorance grows every day leſs, 
but their knowledge is yet of little other 
ulſe than to ſhew them their wants. They 

are now in the period of education, and 


feel the uneaſineſs of diſcipline, n 
" yer mom the benefit of inuten. 
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The laſt . is hich che . 
bare deprived of their arms, Has operated 
Uuioch efficacy beyond expectation. Of for- 
_ 3 mer ſtatutes made with x the ſame deſign, thei, 
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Concealment was undoubt- a 
edly Pradiſed. and perhaps often with 
connivance. There was tenderneſs or par- 
4 on one ſide, and obſtinaey on the 
„ But the law, which followed s 
woo Fo Culloden, found the whole na- 
tion dejected and intimidated; informa- 
tions were given without danger, and 
without fear, and the arms were collected 
with ſuch rigour, that every houſe was 
deſpoiled of its defence. 5 
To diſarm part of the Highlands, could "I 
give no reaſonable occaſion. of complaint. 
* government muſt be allowed the 
Power of taking away the weapon that is * 
lifted againſt it. But the loyal Clans mur- a 5g 
mured, with ſame appearange of juſtice, 
that after having defended the King, they 
were. forbidden for the future to defend 
themſelves; and that the ſword ſhould. be. 


_ forfeited, which bad been legally employed: 
Their caſe is. undoubtedly — 
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political regulations, good cannot be © . 
on, q _ oy" _n RE N iis 2 


» 


bebe by aifarmiog a people thus * 
* broken into ſeveral tribes} and thus remote 
from the ſeat of power, more good than 
evil has been produced, may deſerve i in- 
quiry. The ſupreme power in every com- 

munity has the right of debarring every 
individual, and every ſubordinate ſociety, 

from ſelf-defence, only hecauſe the ſupreme, 
power ig able to defend them: and there- 

fore where the governor cannot act, he 

muſt truſt the ſubject to act for himſelf, 

Thbeſe Iſlands might be sen wits fire ws 
fword before their ſovereign would know 
their diſtreſs. A gang of fas fuch as 
has been lately found confederating them- 
ſelves-in the Highlands, n lay a wide 
region under contribution. The crew of 
a petty privateer might land on the largeſt 
and moſt wealthy of the Iſlands, and riot 
+ without control in cruelty: and waſte, | It 


* 
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was obſerved by one of the Chiefs of S, 

| that fifty armed men might, without reſiſts | 
ance, ravage the country, Laws that 5 
place the ſubjects in ſuch a ſtate, contra . 
vene the firſt principles of the compact of © 
authority: they exact obedience, and . 
no protection. 1 Te hs | 4 


.% 


It affords a generous and 3 a — = 


to conceive a little nation gathering its | 
fruits and tending. its herds with fearlels 
confidence, though. it, lies open c every x, A 
ſide to invaſion, where, in contempt. of 1 _ 
walls and trenches, every man ſleeps ſecur 
ly with his {word beſide. him; | where all on 
the firſt approach of hoſtility came together 
at the call to battle, as at a ſummons to a * 7 * 
feſtal ſhow; and committing their cattte 

to the care of thoſe whom age or nature e 
bas diſabled, engage the enemy with that 
competition for hazard and for glory, 
which operate in men that fight under the 
eye of chaſe; whoſe Wks or kindneſs they | 
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have al ways, confidered as the greateſt evil 
0 the greateſt ao LOR 


- This was, in the beginning of the pre- Fl 
fent century, the ſtate ; of the Hi ghlands. 
Every man was a ſoldier, who partook of 


national confidence, and intereſted himſelf 


in national honour. To loſe this ſpirit, is 
to loſe what no fmall advantage will com- 


6 „ > p + : * 3 

2 1 © * 
mew ate. | Kt © 

5 ; . 1 ** 4 — 


— 


1 mag likewiſe Selicts't to % inquired, 
whether a great nation ought to be totally . 
commercial? whether, amidſt the uncer- 
tainty of human affairs, 0 0 atten 
2 others ? whether the aide * 
riches muſt not ſometimes have recourſe to 
the protection of ourage? and whether, 
it ui be neceſſary to preſerve in ſome pari 
of the empire the military ſpirit, it can 
fubſiſt more commodiouſly in any place, 
man in remote and 8 provinces, 
8 = - . | 


IO. oF 
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| where it can come 46 litile harm, and _— 
whence it may be called forth at any gs — -4 
den . N 1 1 3 


who places honour only in ſucceſsful vio © 
| lence, is a very troubleſome and pernicious 


animal in time of peace; and that the mar- 2 
| tial character cannot prevail in a whole —_— 
people, but by the diminution of all other 
virtues. He that 1s accuſtomed to reſolxe 8 * | - 4 
all right into conqueſt, will have very little | | 1 9 
tenderneſs c or equity. All the friendſhip inan 1 
| ſuch a life can only be a confederacy of = 2 


| invaſion, or alliance of defence. The r 
guſt flouriſh by force, and the wak —_ 
tif by won anc SF 


: 7 * * 9 
4 3 4 : , 26% 2 


Tin wh Sights, 1oft * berech 

, wich their arms, they ſuffered from each _ 
other all that malignity could diftate,/or _ _ 
 Precipitance-could act. Every provocation 
evenged with blood, and no o man that : 


eB . PÞ a 7 * ventured 


212 4 JOURNEY To THE 


* 
* ventured into a numerous company, by 


whatever "occaſion brought together, was 
ſure of returning without a wound. If 


they are now expoſed to foreign hoſtilities, 
they may talk of the danger, but can 
ſeldom feel it. If they are no longer mar- 
tial, they are no longer quarrelſome. Miſery 
is cauſed for the moſt part, not by a heavy 
eruſh of diſaſter, but by the corroſion of 


leſs viſible evils, which canker enjoyment, 


and undermine ſecurity. The viſit of an 
| invader is neceſſarily rare, but domeſtick 


animoſities ow no COIN. | 


The a of the loc al n 
which had for ſo many ages been exerciſed 
by the Chiefs, has likewiſe its evil and itt 
good. The feudal conſtitution naturally 
diffuſed itſelf into long ramifications of 
ſubordinate authority. To this general 
temper of the government was added the 
peculiar form of the country, broken by 


+ a, 4" into _—_ 2 ſcarcely | 
| ; acceſſible _ 
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acceſſible but to the natives, and guarded * 


by paſſes, or perplexed with intricacies, 


through which national . could not 


nd Its way. 


"They power inf deciding a ab- 


* puniſhing offences, as ſome ſuch power 


there muſt always be, was entruſted to 
-the Lairds of the country, to thoſe whom 
the people conſidered as their natural 
| Judges. It cannot be ſuppoſed that a rug- 


ged proprietor of the rocks, unprincipled. Ss. - 
and unenlightened, was a nice reſolver of EET 
entangled claims, or very exact in propor- 

tioning puniſhment to offences. But the 55 : 


more he indulged his own will, the more 


he held his vaſſals in dependance. Pru- 
dence and innocence, without the favour. 


5 


of the Chief, conferred no ſecurity; and 


crimes involved no danger: when the Judge 
Was reſolute to * „ 1 
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When the Chiefs were men of know- 


ledge and virtue, the convenience of a 
domedtick judicature was great. No long 


jñjournies were neceſſary, nor artificial de- 


lays could be practiſed; the character, the 
alliances, and intereſts of the litigants were 
known to the court, and all falſe pretences 


were eaſily detected. The ſentence, when it 
was paft, could not be evaded; the power 


of the Laird ſuperſeded formalities, and 
juſtice could not be defeated _— EE or 


| 4716 


1 doubt not but thay ſince the Sk = 
judges have made their circuits through the 
whole country, right has been every. where 


more wiſely and more equally diſtributed; 


the complaint i is, that litigation is yroun | 


| troubleſome, and that the magiſtrates ate x 


o few, and therefore "often. too FIRE 


for general. convenience, | * 
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4 Many of the ſmaller Iſlands have no 


legal officer within them. I ance aſked, 
If a crime ſhould be committed, by what 
authority the offender could be ſeized? 


/ 


his right; a right which he muſt now 
uſurp, but which ſurely neceſſity muſt. vin- 
dicate, and which is therefore vet exer- 
ciſed in lower degrees by ſome of the 
proprietors, when legal proceſſes cannot be 
obtained. | Bn 


L + 
: 


| = PE” queſtions, however, there 


is now happily an end to all fear or hope 
from malice or from favour. The roads 


are ſecure in thoſe places through which, 
forty years ago, no traveller could paſs _ 


without a convoy. All trials of right by 
che ſword are forgotten, and the mean are 
in as little danger from the powerful as in 


other places. No ſcheme of policy has, in 
any country; yet brought the rich ane . 
gage on equal terms into courts of judica- . I 
P4 — % 


and was told, that the Laird would exert ; 
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ture. Perhaps experience, improving on [7 
experiences may in time effect it. 
Thoſe who 1 long enjoyed dig- 

nity and power, ought not to loſe it with- 

out ſome equivalent. There was paid 
to the Chiefs by the publick, in ex- 
change for their privileges, perhaps a ſum 
greater than moſt of them had ever poſ- 
ſeſſed, which excited a thirſt for riches, of 
which it ſhewed them the uſe, When the 
power of birth and ftation ceaſes, no hope 
remains but from the prevalence of money. 

Power and wealth ſupply the place of mach 
other. Power confers the ability of grati- 

_ Hung our deſire without the conſent of 1 | 
others. Wealth enables us to obtain the a 
conſent of others to our gratification. 
Power, ſimply conſidered, whatever it con- 
fers on one, "muſt take from another, 
Wealth enables its owner to give to others, 

by taking only from himſelf. Power pleaſes 

the e and 0 wealth delights the 

5 V Placid | : 
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placid and the timorous. Youth therefore. 


flies at power, and age grovels after mo 


* * 


riches. | 25 C 1. 


be Chiefs, diveſted of an preroga- 
tives, neceſſarily turned their thoughts to 
the improvement of their revenues, and 
expect more rent, as they have, leſs ho- 


mage. The tenant, who is far from pe- 
ceiving that his condition is made better i in 
the ſame proportion, as that of bis land- 


lord is made worſe, does not immediately 


ſee why his induſtry is to be taxed more 


heavily than before. He refuſes to pay the 
demand, and is ejected; the ground is then 


let to a ſtranger, who perhaps brings 4 
larger ſtock, but who, taking the land at 2 As 
its full price, treats. with the Laird upon 
© equal terms, and conſiders him not as 4 
Chief, but as a trafficker in land. Thus 
the eſtate PIR is improved, but the Mp 
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It ſeems to be the general opinion, that 
hs rents have been raiſed with too much 


eagerneſs. Some regard muſt be paid to 


_ prejudice. Thoſe who have hitherto paid 


but little, will not ſuddenly be perſuaded to 


pay much, though they can afford it. As 


F 


ground is gradually improved, and the va- 


lue of money decreaſes, the rent may be 


raiſed without any diminution of the far- 


mer's profits: yet it is neceſſary in theſe 


countries, where the ejection of a tenant is 


a a greater evil, than in more populous places, 
to conſider not merely what the land will 
Produce; but with what ability the inhabitant 
can cultivate it. A certain ſtock can allow 
but a certain payment; for if the land be 
doubled, and the ſtock remains the fame, 

the tenant becomes no richer. The pro- 
Prietors of the Highlands might perhaps 6 
often increaſe their income, by ſubdividing 


the farms, and allotting to every occupier 


only ſo many acres as he can profitably f 


1 
F 
: - 


employ, but oy they want at people. 
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n 3 now, a be the * 5 
to be through a great part of the Highlands 


a general diſcontent. That adherence, 


which was lately profeſſed by every man 
to the Chief of his name, has now little 


prevalence; and he that cannot live as he 


5 


deſires at home, liſtens to the tale of 


tunate iſlands and happy | regiogs, where 


every man may have land of his own, and 
eat the product of his labour without a 
area, 


Thole v who have Wee 1 of. kids 55 


rican lands, have, as is well known, in- 


9 vited ſettlers from all quarters of the globe; 
and among other places, where oppreſſionn 
micht produce a wiſh for new habitations, 1 


their emiſſaries would not fail to try their 
perſuaſions in the Iſles of Scotland, where at 
the time when the Claus were newly diſ- 


united from their Chiefs, and exaſperated = 
by unprecedented exactions, it is no wons 


ah that they ans „ 
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220 A JOURNEY TO THE 
Whether the miſchiefs of emigration 
were immediately perceived, may be juſtly: 
queſtioned. They who went firſt, were 
probably ſuch as could beſt be ſpared; but 
the accounts ſent by the earlieſt adventurers, 


whether true or falſe, inclined many to fol- 


low them and whole neighbourhoods 
formed parties for removal; ſo that depar- 


ture from their native country is no longer 


exile. He that goes thus accompanied, 
carries with him all that makes life plea- 
ſant. He ſits down in a better climate, 


ſurrounded by his kindred and his friends: 


_ they carry with them their language, their 
opinions, their popular ſongs, and heredi- 
tary merriment: : they change nothing wn ; 
the place of their abode ; and of that 

e INE 3 the benefit. e 


{ 


This is the EN effect ef emigration, if : 
— that go away together ſettle on the 
fame ſpot, and preſerve their ancient union. 


z_ ome relate or theſe adventurous viſit» 25 


i. 
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ants of unknown regions, after a voyage 


paſſed in dreams of plenty and felicity, are 


* diſperſed at laſt upon a ſylvan wilderneſs, 
v here their firſt years muſt be ſpent in toil, 
to clear the ground which is afterwards _ 
to be tilled, and that the whole effect of 
their undertaking i is only more fatigue and 


' 


_ e S Ball . 


Both accounts may be e pech Thoſe. 
ui are gone will endeavour by every art 
to draw others after them; for as their 


numbers are greater, they will provide bet- 
ter for themſelves. When Nova Scotia was 
firſt peopled, I remember a letter, publiſhed 


under the character of a New Planter, who 


related how much the climate put him in 
mind of Italy. Such intelligence the He- 
bridians probably receive from their tranſ- > - - 
marine correſpondents. But with equal 8 
temptations of intereſt, and perhaps with 


no greater niceneſs of veracity, the owners 
1 « bene Iſlands U N ſtories, of ae 
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| . hirdhips to * their n content at 
We * a 1 | co ng | | | e * 


the method to ſtop this epidemick de- 
_ fire of wandering, which ſpreads its conta- 

gion from valley to valley, deſerves to be 

bought with great diligence. In more fruit - 
1 2 ful countries, the removal of one, only 

makes room for the ſucceſſion of another: 
but in the Hebrides, the loſs of an inha- 
bitant leaves a laſting vacuity; for nobody 

born in any other parts of the world will 
. choofe this country for his reſidence; and 
an Iſland once depopulated will remain 
& deſert, as long as the preſent facility of 
travel gives every one, who is diſcontented 
and unſettled, the choice of his _—_ þ.1- 
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me wing, and collecting a flock that they 
may take their flight, be to attain good; 
= or to avoid evil. If they are diffitis 
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fied with that part of the globe, which their 
birth has allotted them, and reſolve not to 
live without the pleaſures of happier cli- 
mates; if they long for bright ſuns, and * 
calm ſkies, and flowery fields, and fragrant - 
| gardens, I know not by what eloquence 
they can be perſuaded, or by what offers 
_ can be 8 to my 55 


But if Etey are driven Re 9 
country by poſitive evils, and diſguſted by 
ill treatment, real or imaginary, it were 
fit to remove their grievances, and quiet 
their reſentment; ſince, if they have been 
hitherto undutiful ſubjects, they will not 
much mend their principles by American 
converſation.” E ee, en, 

8 1 ; Een 
Io allure them into the army, it was | 
thought proper to indulge them-in the con- 
tinuance of their national drefs. If . 
eonceſſion could have any effect, it might | 
<—_ be made, „Tb difimilitude of aps _ 
TR - 1 pearance, 
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pearance, which was ſuppoſed to keep them 
diſtinct from the reſt of the nation, might 
diſincline them from coaleſcing with the 
 Pen/ylvanians or people of Connecticut, 
"If the reftitution of their arms will recon- 
eile them to their country, let them have 
again thoſe weapons, which will not be 
more miſchie vous at home than in the Co- 
lonies. That they may not fly from the 
increaſe of rent, I know not» whether the 
general good does not require that the land- 
lords be, for a time, reſtrained in their de- 
mands, and kept _ og POE moe 
tionate to thank loſs. ee Fee 
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the people, and to govern peaceably | by. 
having no ſubjects, is an expedient that 

argues no great profundity of politicks. 

Io ſoften the obdurate, to convince the 
> miſtaken, to mollify the reſentful, are wor= 
thy of a ſtateſman ;. but it affords a legiſſa- 


tor lille al- aprlaute to conſider, that 
5 3 where 
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where there was formerly an n infurretion, 
chere is now . 8 


oa "> . | 
9 3 | 7 
15 


e ſolution, why thoſe northern re- 
gions are now ſo thinly peopled, which for- 
merly overwhelmed with their armies the 

Roman empire. The queſtion ſuppoſes what 
I; believe is not true, that they had once 
more inhabitants than they could maintain, 


E and overflowed — becauſe 7 were full. 


51 1 : t Id 192} Omen T T-1 


This is wwe the manners of all 


countries and ages by our own. Migration, 
while the ſtate of life was unſettled, and there 


was little communication of intelligence be- 
tween diſtant places, was among the wilder 
nations of Europe, capricious and caſual. 


An adventitious projector heard of a fertile 


| coaſt. unocqupied, and led out à colony; a | 


chief of renown for bravery, called the young 


what fortune would preſent. When Czfar 
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men together, and led them out tortry 


was 
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was in Gaul, he found the Helvetians pre- 
pariog to ge go they knew not whither, and 
\ put a flop to their motions. They ſettled 


: again in their own country, where they 
: were fo far from wanting room, that they 
= md accumulated three TO e for 
ö their march. e eee n 


The ken of the: North was military; 
if they could not find enemies, it was their 
duty to make them: 8 54 travelled in queſt 
of danger, and willing! took the chance of 


R -\E..4 


| Empire or Death. If their troops were 

numerous, the countries from which they 

Wo » were collected are of vaſt extent, and with» 

| j 4 by: 5 __out much exuberance of people great _ 
= mies may be raiſed. where every man is 

F a ſoldier. But their true numbers were 

; never known. Thoſe who were conquered 

bdy chem are their hiſtorians, and ſhame 


way have excited them to ſay, that they 
were overwhelmed with multitudes. Te 
ant 5 a/ moderh practice, the ancient | 
5 e ; 
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method was to gueſs; and when numbers 
ate gueſſed they are always magnified, | 


- Thus Bugland bas for Grand tia del 
filled with the atchievements of ſeventy. 


. thouſand Highlanders employed in Ame. 


rica. I have heard from an Engliſh officer, 


not much inclined to fayour them, that 
heir behaviour deſerved a very high degree 
of military praiſe; but their number has 
been much exaggerated. | One of the mini- 
ſters told me, that ſeventy thouſand men 

could not have been found in all the High- 
lands, and that more than twelve thouſand 
never took the field.” Thoſe that went to 
the American war, went to deſtruction. : 
Of the old Highland regiment, conſiſting of 
twelve hundred, only ſeycnty-ſix ſurvived | 
to ſee their country again, 


The Gothick ſwarms have at leaſt ves 


7 woltiplied with equal liberality. That they 


| Bore no great proportion to the inhabitants; 
in u whoſe countries they ſettled, is * from 


1 
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| the paucity of northern words now found 


in the provincial languages. Their coun- 


1 was not deſerted for want of room, 


ecauſe it was covered with foreſts of vaſt 
extent; and the firſt effect of plenitude of 
inhabitants is the deſtruction of wood. As 
the Europeans f. ſpread over America, the 
Ace x are > pawn, laid naked. an; 
* = 8 

4 ant not be tiderſies! to 1 that 
neceſſity had never any part in their expe- 
ditions. A nation, whoſe agriculture is 
ſcanty or unſkilful, may be driven out by | 
famine. A nation of hunters may have ex- 


auſted their game. I only affirm that the 
northern regions were not, whey their ir- 


ruptions ſubdued the Romans, overpeopled 


with regard to their real extent of territory, 
and power of fertility. In a country fully 
inhabited, 43 however afterward laid waſte, b 
evident 


marks will remain of its former 
e But of Scandinavia and ae 
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trace their ſtate upwards into antiquity, _ 


their woods were —— and their culti=" 
vated jw was lels. 52 8 ; „ 


3 4% 
8 Es . 


That avid very- different from want ol. 
room may produce a general diſpoſition to 
ſeek another country, is apparent from the 
preſent conduct of the Highlanders, Who 
are in ſome places ready to threaten a total 
ſeceſſion; The numbers which” Have al- 
ready gone, though” like other numbers! 
they ay be magnified, are very f great. 
and ſuch as if they had gone together and 

: agreed upon any certain ſettlement, might 
habe founded an independent government. 
in the depths of the weſtern continent, Nor 
are they only the loweſt and moſt A 
gent; many men of conſiderable wealth . 
have taken with them” their train of . 
bourers and dependants; and if they con- 
tinue the feudal ſcheme of poly naß 
eſtabliſh new Clans in the other hemiſphere. Es 
„5 „ | 1 
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—_ That the immediate motives of their 
Aeeſerticn muſt, be imputed to their land- 
Iords, may be reaſonably concluded, becauſe 
ſſome Lairds of more prudence and leſs 
Eb rapacity have kept their vaſſals undimi- 
naliſhed. From Raaſay only one man had 

been 4 i and Ae, mt en NG: 

* 80 away. ; In o Dundee 


133 


1 * 
8 832 


The traybler EL comes h kither hm. 


21 


* 


more opulent countries, to ſpeculate pon. 
* the remains of paſtoral life, will not much 


©. 42 


** 1 55 Wonder zhat a common Highlander has no 


=_ ſtrong adherence to hig native, ſoil ; for of 
1 2 apimal enjoyments, or of phyſical good,, he 
3 leaves nothing that he may an 


* 
I 8 
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\ 2 1 8 The ö beg 45 wen in n the Hebrides 
ee aa han ant Lene 
By a hayſe, I mean a building with one 
1 2 another ; | by a but, a dwelling. 
vi onl y one floor. The Laird, who bot 
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8 lived in a caſtle, now lives in a 
| houſe; ſometimes ſufficiently neat, but ſel⸗ 24 
dom very ſpacious or ſplendid. The Tack 
men and the Miniſters have commonly 
| houſes, Wherever there is a houſe, the 9 
ſtranger finds a welcome, and to the other” * 


evils of exterminating Tackſmen may be „ 3 
added the unavoidable ceſſation of hoſpi- 4 

tality, or the devolution of too heavy a 2 
Hagen on | the Miniſters. *G* Py 2 
-# or the deb little can be faid. "They . 4 | 
ate mall, and by the neceſſity of atcumu- . J ; | 
_ lating ſtores, where there, are ſofew oppor- — 
tunities of purchaſe, the rooms are N 3 1 
| heterogeneouſly filled. With want of cleati= - 1 


 lineſs it were in gratitude to reproach them. 3 
The ſervants having been bred upon the 
naked earth, think every floor clean, and 
the quick ſucceſſion of gueſts, perhaps not 
always over- elegant, does not allow much 
time for adjuſting their GR a 
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„Huts are of many gradations; 2 
1 An. to com n dwellings. 


4 | jos be 160. 
"The El 7 a common. 5 4, is always, 


built without mortar, by a ſkilful adaptati on; 
of looſe tones, Sometimes perhaps a double, 


wall of ſtones 1s raiſed, and the interme=, bo 


diate ſpace filled. with earth. The air is 
thus completely excluded. Some walls 


are, "hs think, formed of turfs, held toge⸗ . 


ther by a wattle, or texture of twigs. 
Of the meaneſt huts, the firſt room is 
lighted hy the entrance, and the ſecond by. 
the. ſmokeHole. The fire is uſually made 
in the middle. But there are huts, or 

_ dwellings, of only one lory, inhabited by: Y | 
1 gentlemen, Which have walls cemented 

with mortar, glaſs windows, and boarded 
floors. O Of theſe all have "I £1 be 


* chimneys have N up tl. 


"The "Wule and the furniture are not 
Gs: nicely- ſuited. We were driven 
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5 ora; by miſſing a paſſage, to the hut of a4 


gentleman, where, after a very liberal 
ſupper, when I was conducted to my cham- 
ber, I found an elegant bed of Indian cote.. 


ton, ſpread with fine meets. : The accom- 5 


modation was flattering; [ undrefſed myſelf, 
and felt my feet in the mire. The bed 
\ ſtood. upon the bare earth, A a long. | 
cdurſe'of rain bad ſoftened to a * 
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In paſtoral countries "the ther of t the 
loweſt rank of people i is ſufficiently wretch-_ 
ed. Among manufacturers, men that have 


no property may have art and ind uſtry, "2 | 


which make them neceſſary, and therefor 


valable. But where flocks and corn are 1 


the only wealth, there are always more 
hands than work, and of that work there 


18. little 3 in which {kill and dexterity can be 5 
* He therefore who is 


much diſtinguiſhe 


born poor never can be rich. The ſon 
merely occupies the place of the father, and 
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life knows nothing of . or * 
ne. 


* 


17 
_ 


"The petty tenants, and 8 pes 
fants, live i in miſerable cabins, which afford 
them little more than ſhelter from the 


florms. . The Boor of Norway i is ſaid to. 
wake all bis own utenſils, In the Hebrides, 
| whatever might be their ingenuity, the 
want of wood leaves. them no materials. 
They are probably, content with ſuch ac- 


commodations, as ſtones of different forms N 
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- Their food is not better than their lodg- 


zung. They ſeldom taſte the fleſh of land 


animals; for here are no markets. What 


euch man eats is from bis own ſtock. The 
great effect of money is to 


” 7 


reak | property 


into ſmall parts. In towns, he that has a ” 


' ſhilling may have a piece of” meat; but 


- where there is no commerce, no man e 
eat mutton 5 i. — a theep. 
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4 Fit in fair weather they need not want; 
but, I believe, man never lives long on 
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fiſh, but by conſtraint; he will rather food 


_—_ roots and berries. 


Their wood is all conſumed, and coal they. = 
have. not yet found. Peat is dug out of 


the marſhes, from the. depth of one foot to 


that of ſix. That is accounted the beſt 


which is neareſt the ſurface. It appears to 


de a maſs of black earth held together by 
vegetable fibres. I know not whether the 


earth be. bituminous, or whether the fibres 


be not the only combuſtible part; Which, 
buy heating the interpoſed. earth red hot. 
make a burning maſs. The heat; is not; SR 
very ſtrong. nor laſting. The aſhes: are 


yellowiſh, and in a large quantity. When 


they dig peat, they cut it into ſquare pieces, 
and pile it up to dry beſide; the houſe,” Ia, 
ſame places it has an offenſive ſmell. lt 
in ike wood charked for the ſmith. The, 
common. 
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by heaping it on the hearth ; but it burns 
well in grates, and in the beſt houſes is ſo 
uſed. - t LEES he Col 3 £5 19 


/ 


The common opinion is, that peat grows 
again where it has been cut; which, as it 
ſeems to be chiefly a vegetable ſubſtance, is 

not unlikely 1 to be true, whether known or 
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There are water mills in 1 85 and ey, 


houſe · wives grind their oats with a quern, 

of hand-mill, which conſiſts of two ſtones, 
| about, a foot and a half in diameter; the! 
lower is a little convex, to Whieh the 
concavity of the upper muſt be fitted. In . 
the middle of the upper ſtone is around” + 


hole, and on one ſide is a long handle. The 


grinder ſheds the corn gradually into the 
hole with one hand, and works the handle 
n with the other. * corn * 
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mon method of making peat fires, is 
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. down the convexity of the lower ſtone, and 


by the motion of the upper is ground in its * 


paſſage., . Theſe ſtones are found 3 in Loch- 
. abar, | 9 


The Iſlands het 1 pleaſures, except 


to, the bardy ſportſman, what can tread the 
moor and climb the mountain. The dif 
tance of one family from another, in A 


country where travelling has ſo much difi- 


culty, makes frequent intercourſe i imprac- 
ticable. Viſits laſt ſeveral days, and are 
commonly paid by water; yet I never ſaw 


a boat furniſhed with benches, or made | 


commodious by any addition to the firſt 


fabrick. Conveniencies are not miſſed where 


they never were enjoyed. 


NN i 


be ſolace which the bagpipe can give, 


they have long enjoyed; but among other 


Changes, which the laſt revolution in- 


5 troduced, the uſe of the bagpipe begins to 


be n 9 Some of che chief families 
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| Aill entertain a piper, whoſe office was an- 
© ciently hereditary. Macrimmon was piper to 
Macleod, and Rankin to Machan of Col. 
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The tunes of the bagpipe are traditional. 
There has been in Sky, beyond all time of 
memory, a college of pipers, under the 
direction of Macrimmon, which is not quite * 
extinct. There was another in Mull, ſu- 

perintended by Rankin, which expired 
about ſixteen years ago. To theſe colleges, 
while the pipe retained its honour, the 
ſtudents of muſick repaired for education. 
I have had my dinner exhilarated by the 
© == bagpipe, at Armidale, at os, « and a 
in Col. e 
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The general converſation of the Iſlanders | 
has nothing particular. I did not meet 
with the inquiſitiveneſs of which I have 
read, and ſuſpe& the judgment to have 
been raſhly made. A ſtranger of curioſity 
comes into a a place where a-ftranger is ſel- 
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dom ſeen: he importunes the people wih 
queſtions, of which they cannot gueſs the 
motive, and gazes with ſurpriſe on things 
which they, having had them always be- 
fore their eyes, do not ſuſpect of any thing 
wonderful. He appears to them like ſome 
being of another world, and then thinks it 
peculiar that they take their turn to in- 


' quire whence he comes, and whither he , 


is going. 


The Iflands were long unfurniſhed 
the ſons of gentlemen could have any lite- 
rature. There are now parochial ſchools; 
to which the lord of every manor pays a 
certain ſtipend. Here the children are taught 
to read; but by the rule of their inſtitu- 
tion, they teach only . ſo that the 


natives read a language which they may 


never uſe or undefſtand. If a pariſh, which 
often happens, contains ſeveral Iſlands, the 
ſchool A but in one, cannot aſſiſt the 
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bel. This is the ſtate of Gol, which, hows 
ever, is more enlightened than ſome other 
places; for the deficiency is ſupplied by a 
young gentleman, who, for his own im- 
provement, travels every year on foot over 
the Highlands to the ſeſſion at Aberdeen; 


and at his return, during the vacation, 


teaches to read and write in his native 


In Sey there are two grammar ſchools, 
where boarders are taken to be regularly 
educated. The price of board-is from three 


| Pounds, to four pounds ten millings Aa 


year, and that of inſtruction i is half a crown 


a quarter. But the ſcholars are birds of 


paſſage, who live at ſchool only in the 


Aummer; for in winter proviſions cannot 
be made for any conſiderable number in 
one place. This periodical diſperſion im- 
2 n. the. <li of . coun- 
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- Having heard of no boarding-ſchool for - 
ladies nearer than Inverneſs, I ſuppoſe their — 


education is generally domeſtick. The 1 
elder daughters of the higher families are 
ſent into the world, and may contribute by 2 
their * to the . of m 


the reſt. | - TIN 1 


un na here ſtudy to be elle; 
pleaſing or uſeful. Their deficiencies are 
feldom ſupplied by very liberal fortunes. A 
hundred pounds is a portion beyond the 
hope of any but the Laird's daughter. They 
do not indeed often give money with their 
daughters; the queſtion: is, How many 
cos a young lady will bring her huſband ? 
= A rich maiden has from ten to forty ; but 
two cows are a decent fortune for one who 8 
N to no n | 


The religion of be Iſlands i is that of the 
Kirk of Scotland. The gentlemen with 
whom 1 converſed are all inchinad; to the 
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Engliſh liturgy ; but they are ob | 
maintain the eſtabliſhed Miniſter, and the | 3 - 0 


tribution of his au diene. 


gives * opportunity ; nor have they any 
reaſon to complain of inſufficient $3 
for I ſaw not one in the Iſlands, whom Thad 
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country is too poor to afford payment io = 


They therefore all attend the worſhip of 4 
the Kirk, as often as a viſit from their Mi- 
niſter, or the p practicability of travelling 


reaſon to think either deficient in learning- 
or irregular in life; but found ſeveral witk 
whom I could not converſe. without wiſh= 
ing, as my reſpect increaſed, , that the had 
not been Preſbyterians. * 8 Fi £ 
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The ancient rigour of puritaniſm is.now 
yery much relaxed, though all are not yet 
equally enlightened, _ 1 ſometimes met 
with prejudices ſufficiently malignant, but 
they were Prejudices of ignorance. | The 


Miniſters 
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| Min iſters in the Illands had attained ſuch 
knowledge as may juſtly be admired in 
men, who have no motive to ſtudy; . but 


generous cutioſity, or, what is ill better, 


deſire of uſefulneſs ; with ſuch politeneſs 
as ſo narrow a circle of converſe could not 


have ſupplied, but to minds naturally diſ- 


Pole to elegaAq (Ge. 


Reaſon and truth will prevail at laſt. 


The moſt learned of the Scottiſh Doctors 
would now gladly admit a form of prayer, 


the people would endure it.' The zeal 
or rage of congregations has its different 
degrees. In ſome pariſhes the Lord's Prayer _ 


* 


is ſuffered : in others it is ſtill rejected as 8 


form; and he that ſhould make it part of 
his ſupplication would be ſuſpected of here- 
tical pravity. 


The principle upon which extemporary 
prayer Was originally introd 
longer admitted. The Miniſter 
TT, 2. 
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in ale effuſion of 135 n n im- 


ba r and perhaps perceptible infoire- 
n, . and therefore thought it his duty 


not to think before what he ſhould ſay. It 


is now , univerſally confeſſed, that men 
Pray as they ſpeak on other occaſion 
cording to the general meaſure $5 chat 
abilities and attainments. Whatever each 
may think of a form preſcribed by ano- 
ther, he cannot but believe that he can 
himſelf compoſe by ſtudy and meditation a 
better prayer than will riſe in his mind at 
a ſudden call; and if he has any hope of © 
ſupernatural help, why may he not as well 
receive it when he writes 2 * be 
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In. n of mental powers, ſome 


muſt perform extemporary prayer with 


much imperfection; and in the eagerneſs 
and raſhneſs of contradiQory opinions, 
11 public liturgy be left to the pri- 


3 * | * n WE. N Miniſter, the 


congre- 
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8 congregation n often be offended or 


* 


"There is in Scotland, as among ourſclyes, 

a reſtleſs ſuſpicion of popiſh machinations, 
and a clamour of numerous converts to the. 
Romiſh religion. The report is, I believe, 
in both parts of the Iſland equally falle. 
The Romiſh religion is profeſſed only in 
Egg and Canna, two ſmall | iſlands, into 
which the. Reformation never made is 
way. If any miſſionaries are buſy in the 
Highlands, their zeal entitles them to re- 
ſpect, even from thoſe who cannot thank 5 
ehr of then dodrine. | =D 


- The- political tenets of the Idanders I 

BE: . not curious to inveſtigate, and they . 

were not eager to obtrude. Their conver- "I 
ſation is decent and inoffenſive. They diſ- 
dain to drink for their principles, and there 

is no diſaffection at their tables. I never 

ä MTs a health offered by a Highlander hr 
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1 So might not have circulated with propriety | 


=—_ The various kinds f 2 00 is ition wich © 


* == on his on land, till i it became eee 7 


N 
I 3  vithia the precincts of the King's palace. 


4 Legal government bi yet fortething of 
1 to which they cannot perfectly con- 
The ancient ſpirit that appealed 


- tenant of Scalpa, an iſland belonging to 
Macdonald, took no care to bring his rent; > 

* the landlord talked of exacting pay- 

ment, he declared his reſolution to keep his 

« ground, and drive all intruders from the 

land, and continued to feed his cattle as 


1 = = to the ſword, is yet among them. The 
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Browny was a ſturdy Fairy; who, if ke 
was fed, and kindly treated, would, as they 
faid, do a great deal of work. They now 
pay him no wages, and are content to la- 
bour for themſelves. | : 


bis Ti roda, 1 theſe des- Jud. Ge 
years, milk was put every Saturday for 
Greogach, or the Old Man with the =. © 
Beard. Whether | Greogach was courted 
as kind, or dreaded as terrible, whether 
they meant, by giving him the milk, to 
obtain good, or avert evil, I was not in- 
formed. The Miniſter is now living by. 
whom the practice was aboliſhed. 


by - . oy 


| They have ſtill among them a great 
number of charms for the cure of different 
diſeaſes; they are all invocations, perhaps 
tranſmitted to them from the times of po- 
pery, which increaſing eee will 
bring into „ 


They hive: opinions, which cannot be 
| ranked with ſuperſtition, becauſe they re- . 
R + 8 gard 
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gard only natural effects. They expect 


| better crops of grain, by ſowing their ſeed 
| ' - habe: moon's increaſe. The moon has 
great influence in vulgar. philoſophy. In 
my memory it was a precept annually given 

in one of the Engli iſh Almanacks, to kill 

hrgs when the moon was increafing, and 

* . the bacon would prove the better in boils. 
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1 We ſhould: have had little claim. to the 
- praiſe of curioſity, if we had not ee, 
cd with particular attention to examine the 
5 queſtion of the Second Sigbt. Of an epi- 
—_ nion received for centuries by a whole na- 
3 TY tion, and ſuppoſed t to be confirmed through 
—_ its whole deſcent, 'by a ſeries of ſurceſſive 
5 facts, it is deſirable that the truth oy 
N 'be eſtabliſhed, or the fly detected. 
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The Second Sight i is an 6 de made 
_either by the mind upon the eye, or by the 
eye upon the mind, by which things diſtant 
| or future are e and ſeen as if then.” 
N TT . | were 
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aw present. A man on a journey far 
from home falls from his horſe, another, 
who is perhaps at work about the houſe, 
ſees him bleeding on the ground, com- 
monly with a landſcape of the place where 
the accident befalls him. Another ſeer, _ 
| driving home his cattle, or wandering ir 
idleneſs, or muſing in the ſunſhine, is e 
ſuddenly ſurpriſed by the appearance of a 
bridal ceremony, or funeral proceſſion, and "0 
counts the mourners or attendants, of 
whom, if he knows them, he relates the 
names, if he knows them not, he can | 
deſcribe the dreſſes. Things diſtant are 
ſeen at the inſtant. when they happen. Of 2 
= things future I know not that there is any 8 ns | | | 3 
rule for determining the time between the Ben Fe - + 


| bt d the event. 1 | .þ 
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* This receptive i fas power it can- Os 7 3 
4 not be called, is neither voluntary not 5 2 
conſtant. - The appearances have no de- 
benden upon e; : they cannot be 
1 ſummoned, 
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ſummoned, detained, or recalled. The 
' imprefſion is ſudden, and the effect often 
3 3 ele . 0 


3 : 


By the term Second Sight, ſeems to be 
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50 Mkewiſe a ſpectre, or a viſion. | I know 
TG nor is it likely that the Highlanders 

ned, whether by Taiſth, uſed 

_ Second Sight, they mean the power of 


. 
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ic 6 . 434 f de be Ws, as k h. 
NY that to the Second Sight nothing 
s preſented: but phantoms of evil. Good 


- viſionary ſcenes, as it obtains in real life: 


their bafis; and are either miſeries incur- 
red, or miſeries eſeaped. Our ſenſe is ſo 
much enter of what we ſuffer, than of 
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meint a mode of ſeeing, ſuperadded to that 
which Nature generally beſtows, In the 
Earſe it is called Taiſch; which ſignifies 


- ſeems to have the ſame proportion in thoſe 


almoſt all remarkable events have evil for 
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dominate in almoſt every t mind. What is 
recollection but a revival of vexutions; or 


2 ou 


hiſtory but a record of wars, treaſons, and ; 
calamities ? Death, which is conſidered as 
the greateſt evil, happens to all, The 
greateſt good, be it what it will, is the lot 


. ſhould often ſee death is to be 


expected; becauſe death is an event fre- 
quent and important. But they ſee like⸗ 
wiſe more pleaſing incidents, A gentle- 
man told me, that when lie F 4 once gone 
2 from din, own men one t þ * 1 


eribed ; et, of | bis Re 
had been, without any previous deſigns 
occaſionally given him. 
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Our deſire of information was keen, and 
our inquiry frequent. Mr. Boſwell's frank» * 
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neſs and gaiety made every body commu- 
nicative; and we heard many tales of theſe. 
airy ſhows, with more or leſs evidence and 


7 


diſtinctneſs. - 3 


It is the common talk of the Lowland 
Scots, that the notion of the Second Sight 
is wearing away with other ſuperſtitions; 
and that its reality is no longer ſuppoſed, 
but by the groſſeſt How far its 
prevalence exer extended, or what ground: 
it has loſt, I know not. The Iflanders of 
all degrees, whether of rank or underſtand- 
ing, univerſally admit it, except the Mini- 
ſters, ho univerſally deny it, 
ſuſpected to deny it, in conſequence of a 
_ ſyſtem, againſt conviction. One of them - 
ee ne: 1 tha: wo came to wi with 


- Pp * : 
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Strong reaſons for incredulity will readily 
oecur. i . of ſeeing things « out 
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is a breach of the common order of things, 
without any viſible reaſon or perceptible 
benefit. It is aſcribed only to à people 
very little enlightened ; and among them, 

for the moſt part, to the mean and . 18 


norant. 8 5 b 
0 che ob of theſe objections it 
may be replied, that by preſuming to de- 
termine what is fit, and what is beneficial, 
| they preſuppoſe more knowledge of. the 
4 univerſal ſyſtem than man has attained > , 
and therefore depend upon principles too 
complicated and extenſive for our com- 
prehenſion; and that there can be no ſecu 
rity in the conſequence, when the premiſes _ ' ] 
are not underſtood ; that the Second Sight - 
is only wonderful becauſe it is rare, fer 
confi dered in itſelf, it involves no more N ; 
difficulty than dreams, or perhaps than te 3 E 
regular exerciſe of the cogitative faculty; | Ay _ 
that a general opinion of communicative” —_- = 
impulſes, or viſionary. repreſentations,” has . 
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i prevailed in all ages and all nations; that 


particular inſtances have been given, with 
ſuch evidence, as peither Bacon nor  Bayle 
has been able to reſiſt; that ſudden im- 


preſſions, which the event has verified, 
have been felt by more than own or publiſh 


them; that the Second Sight of the He- 


brides implies only the logal frequency of a 
power, which is no where totally unknown; 
and that where we are unable to decide by 


antecedent reaſon, we muſt be content to 
"yield to the force of 1 5 


By hy: to Second ak no ont 
was ever ſought or gained. It js an invo- 
luntary affection, in which neither hope 


nor fear are known. to have any part. 


Thoſe who profeſs to feel it, do not boaſt 
of it as a privilege, nor are conſidered by 
others as advantageouſly diſtinguiſhed, 
They have no temptation to feign; and 
their hearets have e 
the impoſture. DIE. BY Fant 
OE, To | 
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- To talk with any of theſe ſeers is not 
eaſy. There is one living in Sky, with 
whom we would have, gladly converſed; 
but he was very. groſs and ignorant, and 

knew no Engliſh. The proportion in theſe 
countries of the poor to the rich is ſuch, 
that if we ſuppoſe the quality to be acci- 
dental, it can very rarely happen to a man 
of education; and yet on ſuch men it has 
ſometimes fallen. There is now a Second 
Sighted gentleman in the Highlands, who 


_ = the terrors to which he is 


The forefight of the Seers is not « be 
preſcience : they are impreſſed with images, 
of which the event only ſhews them the 
meaning. They tell what they have ſeen | 
to others, who are at that time not more 
knowing than themſelves, but may be- 
come at laſt very adequate witneſſes, by 
comparing the narrative with its _ 
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\ To collect ſufficient teſtimonies for the 
ſatisfaction of the publick, or of ourſelves, 
would have required more time than we 
could beſtow. There is, againſt it, the 
ſeeming analogy of things confuſedly ſeen, 


and little underſtood; and for it, the 
indiſtinct cry of national perſuaſion, which 


may be perhaps reſolved at laſt into preju- 


dice and tradition. I never could advance 


my curioſity to conviction; but came an 


at 1 __ 2 to believe. 


A there ſubſiſts no longer i in n un 


much of that peculiar and diſcriminative 
form of life, of which the idea had delighted 


our imagination, we were willing to liſten 
to ſuch. accounts of paſt times as would be 


given us. But we ſoon found what memo- 
rials were to be expected from an ee, | 
people, whoſe whole time is a. ſeries of diſ- 
treſs; where every morning is Jabour- 
ing with expedients for the evening; and 
33 | 
* p | 0 5 . 


* 


wel . SF 


: * 


4) 


from the dread: of winter, e expecta- 
tion of ſpring, the caprices of their Chiefs, 

and the motions of the neighbouring Clans; 
where there was neither ſhame from igno- 
rance, nor pride in knowledge; neither 
curioſity to inquire, nor vanity to commu- : 
nicate. | | : 


No The Chiefs indeed were | exempt - Finn 
urgent penury, and daily difficulties ; and 
in their houſes were preſerved. what ac 

counts remained of paſt ages. But the 

Chiefs were ſometimes ignorant and care- 

leſs, and ſometimes kept buſy by turbu- 

lence and contention; and one generation of 
ignorance effaces the whole ſeries of unwrit= _ 
ten hiſtory.” Books are faithful repoſitories, 
which may be a while neglected or forgot | 
ten; but when they are opened again, 
will again impart their inſtruction: me- f 
mory, once interrupted, is not to be re- 
called. Written learning is a fixed lumi- 
nary, which, after the cloud that had hid - 
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den it has paſt away, is again bright in its 
proper ſtation. Tradition is but a meteor, 
- which, if once it falls, cannot be ns 


** F to be aniverfally Coppa that | 
much of the local hiſtory was preſerved b 
the Bards, of whom one is faid to have 
been retained by every great family. After 
theſe Bards were ſome of my firſt inquiries; 
and I received ſuch anſwers as, for a while, 
made me pleaſe myſelf with my increaſe of 
knowledge; for I had not then learned 
bow to eſtimate e narration: ofa . * 
aalen. . | 


'T Ja aid that a great family had 7 
and a Senachi, who were the poet and hiſto- 
rian of the houſe; and an old gentleman 

dd we; chat he remembered one of each. 
Reer was a dawn of intelligence. Of 
wien that had lived within memory? ſome 
eeertain knowledge might be attained. 
=—_  - Though: t the office bad ed, is effects 
Vw 6 FA . 
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3 might continue; the poems might be found 
TS * was no Gan; e 
indie: eee indeed Wee 
ws that the ſame man was both Bard and 
chi. This variation diſcouraged me; 
but as the practice might be different in 
different times, or at the ſame time in dif- 
ferent families, there was yet no reaſon for 
ſuppoſing that I muſt Ms fit down 
in ar ignorance. 


F CHA 


. Seon #fter I was told by a gentleman | 
who is generally acknowledged the greateſt” 
maſter of Hebridian antiquities, that there 
had indeed once been both Bards and Sena- 
chies ; and that Senachi ſigniſied the man of 
tall, or of converſation ; but that neither 


Bard nor Senachi had exiſted for ſome cet» ; 7 


turies. I have no reaſon to ſuppoſe j it ex⸗ 
actly known at what time the euſtom 
ceaſed, nor did it a6babl 
avs at onee. But whenevfr = 1 G 

, S 2 of 
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of recitation was diſu ſed, the works, whe- F 
tber poetical or hiſtorical, pehed with 

the authors; for in thoſe times nothing 

had been written in the Eyes langy 88. 


7 — : 
. ; 3 S 5 7 Fe * % 
* 4 


Wh ee Man of talk wink a hiſtorian, 
whoſe office was to tell truth, or a ſtory- 
teller, like thoſe which were in the laſt 
century, and perhaps are now among the 
i Iriſh, whoſe trade was only. to amuſe, it 
no would be vain to — n 


Fa — 


Mdooſt of the domeſtick offices were, I be- 
lieve, hereditary ; and probably the laureat 5 
of à Clan was always the ſon of the laſt 
laureat. The hiſtory of the race could no 
otherwiſe be communicated, or retainhed; 
but what genius d be * in a 
3 inheritance? | ECT 
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_ oh oY illiterate. Nei- 


1 ach 11d write or read; 
* ere a 
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Ignorant, t there was no 
by } 82 . danger 
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1 danger of detection; they were believed 
n rh flattered. 13 x | ; 


* * = 


5 been = A Midered as very e to the „ 
preſervation of a true ſeries of anceſtry,. 5 | 
Was anciently made, when the heir of the (\. : EY 
__ ne to manly age. This practice 
* neut, ſubliſted within time of memory I 
h credit due to ſuch rebearſers, _ 
who might obtrude fictitious pedigrees, 2 
either to pleaſe their maſters, or to hide 
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W.öere the Chiefs of the Highlands have 
found the hiſtories of their deſcent is dif xk 
ffcult to tell; for no Zarſe genealogy was; 
erer written. In general this only is evi- | 25 
dent, that the principal houſe of a clan muſt 

3 be very ancient, and that thoſe muſt have 
uuered long in a place of, whom: it is not- 
known when they cath e. 
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Thus hopeleſs are all attempts to find 
any traces of Highland learning Nor are 
3 their primitive cuſtoms and ancient manner 
of life otherwiſe than very faigtly and 
uncertaioly remembered by e preſent — 

8 880 


* 


＋ he 8 ities which ftrike thn native 
of a commercial country, proceeded in a 
great meaſure from the want of money. To 
the ſervants and dependants that were not 
domeſticks, and if an eſtimate be made 
from the capacity of any of their old houſes. 
which I have ſeen, their domeſticks could 3: 
-4 have been but few, were appropriated cer - 
tain portions of land for their ſupport. 
Macdonald has a piece of ground yet, called 
the Bards or Senachies field. When a beef 
was killed for the houſe, particular partes 
were claimed as fees by the ſeveral officers, 
or workmen. Yeh was * en 1 
have not learned The 
| the ſmith, and cheer of a com to the 
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piper; the weaver had likewiſe his parti- 

_ cular part; and ſo many pieces followed 
' theſe preſcriptive claims, that — Laird's * 
was . HI little. d ns 484 | 


LS 


” 
4 / 9 


The nr abs rent in | kind 42 5 
ſo long diſuſed in England, that it is totally 
forgotten. It was practiſed very lately in 
the Hebrides, and probably ſtill continues, 
not only in Sr. Killa, where money is not 
yet known, but in others of the ſmaller and 
remoter Iſlands. It were perhaps to be 
deſired, that no change in this parti- 
cular ſhould have been made. When 
the Laird could only cat the produce of his 
lands, he was under the neceſſity of reſid- 
5 ing upon them; and when the tenant could 
not convert his ſtock into more portable 
riches, he could never be tempted away 
from his farm, from the only place where 
be could be wealthy. Money confounds 
ſubordination, by overpowering the diſtine- 
tions of rank and birth, and weakens au- 
FEATS | 'oS - "Oy > 
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thority by ſupplying power of reſiſtance, 
or expedients for eſcape, The feudal 
2 ſyſtem is formed for a nation employed in 
agriculture, and has never long kept its 
hold where e and ſilver have become ; 


LE, — 0659 
4 8 . . a. * 
= 7 1 


| Their arms were : anciently the aun 5 
or great two-handed ſword, and afterwards 
the two-edged ſword and target, or buckler, 
which was ſuſtained on the left arm. In 
the midſt of the target, which was made 
of wood, covered with leather, and ſtudded 1 
with nails, a ſlender lance, about two ſtget | 
long, was ſometimes fixed; it was heavy 
and cumberous, and accordingly has for 
ſome time paſt been gradually laid aſide. : 
Very few targets were at Culloden. The 
5 dirk, or broad dagger, I am afraid, was of 
more uſe in private quarrels than in battles. 
- We Lochaber- ax is oy a fight Wagen 
- e the old => a bike e eg OUTER. 
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After all that has been ſaid of the force 
and terrour of the Highland ſword, I could 
not find that the art of defence was any! þ 
part of common education. The gentle- N 
men were perhaps ſometimes ſkilful gla- | 
 diators, but the common men had no other 55 
powers than thoſe of violence and courage. 
Vet it is well known, that the onſet of be 
Highlanders was very formidable. As an 
army cannot conſiſt of philoſophers, a 
panick is eaſily excited by any unwonted LOR 
mode of annoyance. New dangers are nws 
- magnified; and men accuſtomed only 8 "Y 
to exchange bullets at a diſtance, and rather i | 
to hear their enemies than ſee them, ate 
diſcouraged and amazed when they find 
_ themſelves encountered hand to hand, and 2 
catch the ous” of ſteel Haſhing: in their 3 2 3 
faces, 5 . =; 


\ " a 8 * 


The Highland weapons" gave op tells . | : 2 5 
nity for many exertions of perſonal eu- 
rage; and ſometimes for ſingle combats in 
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| te field; like thoſe which occur ſo fre- 
Aduently in fabulous wars. At Falkirk, a 
gentleman now living, was, I ſuppoſe after 
the retreat of the King's troops, 1 
at a diſtance from the reſt with an Iriſn 
| They were: both ſkilful ſ =" 
cided: the dragoon at laſt had the advan- 
| tage, and the Highlander called for quarter; 


—— — 


r 


1 but quarter was refuſed hi | 
| continued till he was reduced: to defend 
himſelf upon his knee. At that inſtant one 


Funerals were 1 ſolemnized by 
— multitudes _— entertain- 
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told. It is the rude ſpeech of a barbarous 
people, who had few thoughts to ex 
and were content, as they conceived groſely. 
to be groſsly underſtood. After what has 
Bards, and 
Highland genius, many will ſtartle when 
they are told, that the Eanſe never was a 
written language; there is not in the 
world an Earſe manuſeript a hundred 
years old ; and that the ſounds of the 


tranflated, and A metrical verſion of the 
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Whoever therefore now writes in this lan- 
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to his own 


guage, ſpells accor 
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tion of the ſound, and his own-idea of the 


-%* 


— 


- 
* 
83 
£ 
* 


+ my "of; 
2 
5 

S 

7 

1 * 
"vs 
1 


3 


& 


9 


ate 


power of the letters, The e ed ha; 


Triſb are cultivated tongues. The Welſh, 


two hundred years ago, inſulted their Eng- 
I neighbours for the inſtability of their 


Orthography; while the Earſe merely float- 


ed in the breath of the people, and could 
therefore receive little i im . ment. 


When a language beriss to teem with 
books, it is tending to refinement; as thoſe 


who undertake to teach others muſt-have 
undergone ſome labour in improving them- 


ſelves, they ſet a proportionate value on 


their own thoughts, and wiſh to enforce. 


them by efficacious ' expreſſions; ſpeech - 
becomes embodied and permanent; 3 


rent modes and phraſes are compared, and 


the beſt obtains an eſtabliſhment, By de- 


grees one age Improves | upon another. 
Exactneſs is firſt obtained, and afterwards 


elegance. But diction, merely vocal, is 


. always i in its childhood. As no man leaves 
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his eloquence behind him, the new gene- 
nations have all io learn. There may 
poſſibly be books without a poliſhed lan- 
guage, but there can be no n lan- 
guage without books. — 


That — Bards 5 not __ more thas- | 
| the reſt of their countrymen, it is reaſon- 
able to ſuppole ; ; becauſe, if they had read, 
they could probably” have written; and 
how high their compoſitions may reaſon- 
| ably be rated, an inquirer may beſt judge - 
by conſidering what ſtores of imagery, 
what principles of ratiocination, hat com- 
-prehenſion of knowledge, and what delicacy 
of elocutzon he has known any man at- 
tain who cannot read. The ſtate of the 

Bards was yet more hopeleſs: He that. 5 
cannot read, may now converſe with thoſe 
that can; but the. Bard was a barbarian 
among barbarians, | who, knowing nothing | 
himſelf, lived with. ery. that knew 
| no more. „ * 


FI 


„ He 


9 | There 
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There has lately been in the Iſlands one 
of 'theſe illiterate poets, who hearing the 
Bible read at church, is faid to have turned 
the ſacred hiſtory into verſe. I heard part 
of a dialogue, compoſed by him, tranſlated 
by a young lady in Mall, and thought „ 
had more meaning than T expected from a 
man totally uneducated; but he had ſome 
opportunities of knowledge; he lived among 
a learned people. Aſter all that has been 
done for the inſtruction of the Highlanders, 
the antipathy between their language and 
 Hterature ftill continues; and no man that 

has learned only N is, A at this time, 
_ to 2 AY 5 Mo N 


The 205 . many aac; and. 4 
the words uſed in fome Iflands are not 
always known in others. la literate na- 
tions, though the pronunciation, and ſome- 
times the words of common ſpeech may 
differ, as now in England, compared with 
* South of Scotland, yet there 1 is a written 
. ö  Gifions | 
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diaion; which pervades all dialects, and 


is underſtood i in every province. But where | 
the whole language is colloquial, he that 
has only one part, never gets the reſt, 


as he cannot get it . _ e of 
reſidence. 


10 an unwritten ſpeech, nothing that 


is not very ſhort is tranſmitted from one 
| : generation to another. Few have opportu- 
nities of hearing a long compoſition often 
enough to learn it, or have inclination to 


repeat it fo often as is neceſſary to retain itz | 
and what is once forgotten is loſt for ever. 
I believe there cannot be recovered, in the 


whole Ear/e language, five hu ndred lines 


| &of which there is any evidence to prove 
| them a hundred years old. Vet Thear that 
the father of Oſſian boaſts of two cheſts 
more of ancient poetry, which he ſup- 


preſſes, becauſe they are too good for t the 


Engl ſh. 5 
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He that goes into the Highlands with 
a mind naturally acquieſcent, and a credu- 
*  lity: eager for wonders, may come back 
with an opinion very different from mine; 
for the inhabitants knowing the ignorance 
of all ſtrangers i in their language and anti- 
quities, perhaps are not very ſcrupulous 
adherents to truth; yet I do not ſay that 
they deliberately ſpeak ſtudied falſchood, or 
| have a ſettled purpoſe. to deceive.” They 
- have inquired and conſidered little, and do 
4 - not always feel their own ignorance. They. 
are not much accuſtomed'to be interrogated | 


upon interrogating [themſelves ; ſo that if 
they do not know what they tell to be true, 
they likewiſe do not dea perecive it & 
to be falſe. 5 5 * 


by others; and ſeem never to have thought 


| Mr, Boſwell v was ery Agent i in "I in- ; 
quiries; ; and the reſult of his inveſtigations | 
was, that the anſwer to the ſecond | queſtion | 
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a ſuch as ae the "ES El 
to the firſt. „ C6 36 are} ants” 2 


We were 4 while told. | 1 they had al 
old tranflation of the ſcriptures 3 and told 
5 i till it would appear obſtinacy to inquire 
again. Let by continued accumulation of 
queſtions we found, that the tranſlation 
meant, if any meaning there were, was 
| nothing elſe oY the Iriſh 2 85 


4 
2 


Ve bead. of manuſcripts that. were, or 2 
9 had been in the hands of ſomebody s 
: father, or grandfather; but at laſt we had 
no reaſon to believe they were other 
than Iriſh, Martin mentions. Triſh, but 
never any Earſe manuſcripts, to be found 
# in the Iſlands i in his TR | 


FF + ſuppoſe my opinion of the poems is " of 
Oflian i is already diſcovered. I believe they 
never exiſted in any other form than that 

which we have ſeen, The editor, or au- 
thor, never could ſhew the original ; nor == _ 
Kan it be ſhewn by any other; ; to revenge. =". _—_ 
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cable ineredulity, by refuſing evi- 
dence, is a degree of inſolence, with which 
the world i is not yet acquainted; and ſtub- 

born audacity is the laſt refuge of guilt. It 

would be eaſy to ſhew it if he had it; but 
whence could it be had? It is too long to 
be remembered, and the language formerly | 
had nothing written. He has doubtleſs in- 
ſerted names that circulate in popular ſtories, 
and may have tranſlated ſome wander- 
ing ballads, if any can be found; and the 
names, and ſome of the images being recol- | 
leQed, make an inaccurate auditor imagine, 
by the help of Caledonian bigotry, that * 
has formerly heard the whole, ö 


| £5 aſked a very 1 Wade in 86, * 
who had uſed all arts to make me be- 
lieve the genuineneſs of the book, whe- 
ther at laſt he believed it himſelf? but he 
would not anſwer. He wiſhed me to be 
deceived, for the honour of his country 3 


but would not directly and formally de- = 


n We. Ty Si f 0. 5 8 . 8 ng vi 
© * ceive me. Tet has this mans teſtimonỹx 
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been publickly produced, as of one that 
held * to be the work of Offian, 


It is ſaid, that ſome men of integrity 


| profeſs to have heard parts of it, but they 
all heard them when they were boys; and 


it never was ſaid that any of them could | 


recite fix lines. They remember names, 
and perhaps ſome proverbial ſentiments 3 
0 and, having no diſtinct ideas, coin a reſem- 
blance without an original. The perſta- 
| ion of the Scots, however, is far from 


univerſal; and in a queſtion ſo capable 
proof, why ſhould doubt be ſuffered to con- 


tinue? The editor has been heard to ſay, 
that part of the poem was received by him, 
; in the Saxon character. He has then 
| found, by ſome peculiar fortune, an un- 


written language, written in a character 


5 which the natives e never beheld. 


x 1 yet fappoled: no . but i in 
ths publiſher; yet I am far from certainty, | 


4 that ſome tranſlations have not been lately 


a 8 made, 


K+ 


,* 1 Wh 


authority; for of the paſt and. Kt rel 
of the whole Earſe natios, the Lowlanders 


— that may now be @brriddca 28 parts. 


of the original work. Credulity on one 


part is a ſtrong temptation to deceit on the : 
other, eſpecially to deceit of which no per- | 


ſonal injury is the conſequence, and which 
flatters the author with his own ingenuity- 


The Scots have fomething to plead for 


5 their eafy reception of an improbable 


Ktion : they are ſeduced by their fondneſs 


| fox their ſuppoſed anceſtors. A Scotchman 
3 muſt be a very ſturdy moraliſt, who does 
not love Scotland better than truth; he will 


allways love it better than 1 inquiry; and if f 
falſehood flatters his vanity, will not be 


: very diligent to detect it. Neither ought 
the Engl; ;/þ to be much influ I 


1CCC by Scotch 8 


are at leaſt as ignorant as ourſelves. To 


be ignorant is painful; but it is dangerous 
to quiet our uneaſineſs by the Uelufire 
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i this is the age in which thoſe : 
"oh could not read, have been ſuppoſed to 
write; in which the giants of antiquated 
romance have been exhibited as realities, 
If we know little of the ancient High- | 
| landers, let us nat fill the vacuity with 
| an. | 11 we have not ſearched the Maget- y 
Lanicł regions, let us however forbear to 

6 people them with Patagons. 5 a 


n waited ſome gays at Am 

we were flattered at laſt with a wind that 
promiſed to convey us to Mull. We went 
on board a boat that was taking in kelp, 
and left the Iſle of Shy behind .us. We 
were doomed to experience, like others, 
the danger of truſting! to the wind, which 
| blew againſt us, in a ſhort time, with 


ſuch violenge, that we, being no i EE 
ſailors, were willing to call it a tempeſt, - 4 = 


I was ſea-ſick and lay down, Mr. Boſwell 
kept the deck. The maſter knew not well 


Whither to go; and our difficulties might 
"perhaps have filled a very * page, 
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| had not Mr. Mackan of Col, who, * | 
every other qualification which inſular life 
es 6, requires, is a very active and ſkilful ma- 3 
riner, Pil oted us 1 into bis own cog aged 


8 0 


o 


1 the morning we found oufſelves under | 
the Ille of Col, where we landed; 3 and | 
paſſed the firſt day and night with Cap- 
tain Maclean, a gentleman who has lived 

dome time in the Eaſt Indies; but having 
dethroned no Nabob, is not too nch to od 5 
ue in his own countrys | Ss MINT 8 IS N 


o I 
3 


Next day the wind way. fair, and » we : 
hos have had an eaſy paſſage to Mull; 
but having, contrarily to our own: intention, 1 

g landed upon a new Iſland, we would not a 5 
5 leave it wholly unexamined. "We chere 
fore ſuffered the veſſel to depart without us, 
and truſted the ſkies for another on 


5 


Mr. Mackan of Col, ing a very nume- | 


Tous family, has, for ſome time - 
reſided 


| 
+ 
: 
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2 
1 5 
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reſided at Aberdeen, chat he may ſuperin- 
tend their education, and leaves the young 
gentleman, our friend, to govern his do·k- _ 
minions, with the full power of a High 
land Chief. By the abſence of the Laird's 
family, our entertainment was made more 
difficult, becauſe the houſe was in a great 
degree disfurniſhed ; but young Cof's kind- 
neſs and activity ſupplied all defects, and 
procured us more than ſufficient accommo- 
dation. | 


Here I firſt mounted a little Highland 
ſteed; and if there had been many ſpecta- 
tors, ſhould have been ſomewhat aſhamed 
of my figure in the march. The horſes.of _ 
the Iſlands, as of other barren countries, | 
are very low: they are indeed muſculous 
and ſtrong. beyond what their ſize gives 
reaſon for expecting; but a bulky man 
upon one of their backs makes a very diſ- 
propartionats . | 


+ 


i 55 
# T5 * 
«Sie; 4 | T . | 
* py . Fa * ; | a 
* * 0 * o 
- : % 
f 1 + * uy 
— EY 
— 
— 
/ 
— 
\ *., 
- = * 
>. 
. 2 
" It 
- 
? a 5 « = 
| * Fra 2 * 
7 hs 2 N She. 
1 * * 5 * a 
| & . — * : 2 8 9 


hom we found in a ww. that a 
4 houſe of only one floor, but with win« - 


ws and chimney, and not inelegantly | 
PR Mr. Aalen bas the | 
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member in any other mas. 
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5 "His converſation was not unſüitable to 
His 3 ippeatanee. 


4 . Peggle. ee. my Ho 
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more regard than, in his opinion, a here- 
tick could deſerve. I honoured his Crtho⸗ I 


ae Opec > 
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=_ , and did not much eenſure his aſpe- 
1 7 5 A ma who bas ſertled his opiniocng — «+ 
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1 6500 not love td have the tranquillity of his 
E  _  convidtibn difturded;and at ſerenty- even 
=; it is time to be in earneſt. * W 554 
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. 
ä a. but Mr. ee d he did not 
5 uſe it, becauſe he could 
intelligible to his auditors by an extempo- 
: rary verſion. From this I inferred, that the 


language of the tranſlation was not hs a 3 
language of the Ide of Gol, iis Eds 5 


| | | | | | . 1 p 2 
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| He has no publick edifice for the ener-. 
3 and can officiate to nο © 

ter number, than a room can contain; 1 

and the room of a hut is not very | | 9 

18 This it s all the opportWiry'of worſhip chat * : 1 


is now granted to inhal = 
- Iſland, ſome of whom muſt travel thither — 


tens en miles, Ts chapels „e 
| erected by their anceſtors, of which I ar 
the ſkeletons, which now ſtand faithful 


witneſſes of the triumph of Reformation. - > 
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i. The want of Ge 46 not the only 
impediment to piety: there is likewiſe a 
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| want of Miniſters. A pariſh. often con- 

8 4 tains more Iſlands than one; and each 

[ Iſland can have the Miniſter only in its 
: own turn. At Rage they had, I think, 
i | a right to ſervice only every third Sunday. 
il Al the proviſion made by the preſent eccle- 


fiaſtical conſtitution, for the inhabitants of 
about a hundred ſquare miles, is a prayer 
and ſermon 1 in a little room, once in three 
weeks: and even this parſimonious diſtri- 
bution i is at the mercy of the weather: and 
in thoſe Iſlands where the Miniſter does not 5 
reſide, it is impoſſible to tell how many 
weeks or months may paſs. po pare ** 
_ exerciſe of rt e +4 1 
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392 After a ſhort 8 with Me, Mac- 
| id we went on to Griſſipol, a houſe, and 25 
frm tenanted * Mr. * where FE; 


. 


r e = 
P et en oo one — 
r * Cn — 


. 
— 2K — oa Þ 
— 5 SS fn —— 
2 —_— - * 


—— — — — — RY 
1 PCA Os "up 22 6 ar * 0 > * - wad —— ; — - — 
Ia 2 * * Ws & * A < - «© — — E LC au, ot” 5 
** * ö * N 2 2 ö 4 * 8 R 
1 , N ” 4 


6 * 8 IF 
. 1 7 F F *. * 
* * % 7 4Et 7 n „ 2 
; 1 
w 42 a 5 
E 1 pole Pp VS g x 


— —ͤ—ñä—ä— 2 — 

— —.— - — = 
3 „„ 
$2279 ene — 

* : 


1 


) 


* > * 


WESTERN ISLANDS, dre. * 


ſaw more of the ancient life of a Highs 
lander, than I had yet found. Mrs. Mar- 


ſweyn could ſpeak no Enghſh, and had 
never ſeen any other places than the Iſlands 


of Sky, Mull, and Col: but ſhe was hoſpi- 


table and good-humoured, and ſpread: her 
= 


table with ſufficient liberality. We found 
tea here, as in every other Place, but our 
d were of . 


The houſe af Grifipel Ratids 1 a mg 
very clear and quick; which is, I ſuppoſe, 
one of the moſt copious ſtreams in the 
IIland. This place was the ſcene of an 
action, much celebrated in the traditional 
hiſtory of Cu, but which 5 no two 
relaters will tell —_ "= TY 


hits time, in the obſcure ages, Ae 
of Barra married the. Lady Maclean, who 


| had the Ifle of Col for her jointure. Whe- 
ther Macneil detained Col, when the 


widow wag * or an ſhe en ſo 
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long as to make her heirs impatient, is per- 


| haps not now known. The younger ſon, 
called Fobn Gerves, or John the Giant, a. 
man of great ſtrength, who was then in 
+ Treland,” either for ſafety, or for educa- 


„ dreamed of recovering his inherit- 
ance 3 and getting ſome adventurers toge= 
ther, which in thoſe unſettled times was 
not hard to do, invaded Cal. He was driven 
away, but was not diſcouraged, and col- 
lecting new Mowers, in three years came 


again with fifty men. In his way he 
ſtopped at Artoriniſh in Morvern, where 


chen with his enemies in a bent. Macldin 
took with him a one ſervant; whom he 


ordered to ſtay at the outſide; and where 


he ſhould ſee the tent preſſed outwards, to 
ſtrike with his dirk; ; it being the intention 
of Maclean, as any man provoked him, ta 
lay hands upon him, and puſh him back. 


Ile entered the tent alone, with his Locba- 
- bar-axt in his hand, and ſtruck ſuch terror 


AS 


LON 
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into the whole aſſembly, that they diſmiſſed | * 
PR + 5 16h | 1 „ a 


When he landed at Gul he ſaw the 20 . 
tinel, who kept watch towards the ſea, — 
running off to Griſſipol, to give Macneil, 1 
who was there with a hundred and twenty A225 
men, an account of the invaſion. He told. 
Macgill, one of his followers, that if ge 
intercepted that dangerous intelligence, by + 
catching the courier, he would give him bf 
certain lands in Mull. Upon this ner. 1 
miſe, Macgill purſued the meſſenger, and 3 3 "4 4 
either killed, or ſtopped him; 6. and his 3 : —_— 
"4 till "OF 1 7 el the 2 1 4 
* alarm 2 thus prevented, he came 
dly upon Macnail. Chiefs were 
in thoſe days never wholly unprovided for + "HR 2 
an enemy. A fight enſued, in which one EY w 
of their followers i is ſaid to have given an 1 
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ing backwards over the brook of Griffpul. | 
Macneil being killed, and many of his clan 
| deſtroyed, Maclean took poſſeſſion of the 
IIland, which the Macneils attempted to 

conquer by another invaſion, but were de- 


feated and . 


Aſian; in Abs turn, invaded the eſtate 
of the Macneils, took the caſtle of Brecacig, 
and conquered the Ille of Barra, which he 
| Held for ſeven years, and _ ede it F 


to the heirs. 4 ee eee 


4 


„ 3 


1 5 "CASTLE or COL.” 


. th 
| . Gri pol, Mr. Machs ths, 
_ us to his father's ſeat; a neat new houſe, 

e«erected near the old caftle, I think, by 
the laſt proprietor. - Here we were allowed 
doo take our ſtation, and lived very commo- 
1 iIdIiüjouſly, while we waited for moderate 
weather and a fair wind, whinh we dd 
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4 Jnformation” of che pine Kate of 


Cal, partly by uy and 1 by oca- 


fional Feta. 2 


"I | : "Wh 


Qui i is 1 to 1 db mikey in * 
length; and three in breadth. Both the 


ends are the property of the Duke of Ar- 


Ole, but the middle belongs to Maclean, 


who i is called Ct, as the only Laird. | 


Ot is not . ach it 18 hn 
one continued rock, of a ſurface much di- 
verſified with protuberances, and covered 
with a thin layer of earth, which is- often 


broken, and diſcovers the ſtone. Such a 


| ſoil is not for plants that ſtrike deep roots; 
and perhaps in the whole Iſland nothing 
has ever yet grown to the height of a table. 
The uncultivated parts are clothed with : 
| heath, among which induſtry has inter- 
ſperſed ſpots of graſs and corn; but no 
attempt has yet been made to raiſe a tree. 
Young Col, who has a very laudable deſire 
A "0 8 
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of improving his patrimony, purpoſes ſome 
time to plant an orchard ; which, if it be 
ſheltered by a wall, may perhaps ſucceed. 
He has introduced the culture of turnips, - 
of which he has a field, where the whole 
work was performed by his own hand. His 
intention is to provide food for his cattle 
in the winter. This innovation was con- 
ſidered by Mr. Macfiveyn as the idle pro- 
ject of a young head, heated with Engliſh 
fancies ; but he has now found that tur- 
nips will really grow, and that hungry 
ſheep and cows will —_ cat hem. 


By ſuch —_— as 8 che 8 
brides may in time riſe above their annual 
diſtreſs. Wherever heath will grow, there 
1s reaſon - to think ſomething better may | 
; draw nouriſhment ; and by trying the pro- 
| duction of other places, Plants x will be found : 
ſuitable to every, ſoil. . 25 


cl bes mad locks} docs of which "= 


trouts and eels,” and others have never yet 
TN A 13 deen 
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and goats. 


ripe ſooner than in &. 


loud in any other place; and Mt. Beſisell 
obſerved, that its noiſe was all its own, for 
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83 for they have thrown the 
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2 heir quadrupeds are horſes, cows, 
They bave neither deer, 
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ther by ſea, as to other places; 
free from ſerpents, frogs, and 


YL! 


* * 
F 1 


4 2 


* 


TERN ISLANDS, &e. 
deen ſtocked ; another proof of the: 
.gence of the Iſlanders, who m 
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bas confidence enough to ſay, that it ad- 


varices, nobody can bring any proof to 


dort him in denying it. The reaſon 


A 


* 
> 
7 


— 


almoſt together, and that it is made cloſe 
and heavy by the wet before the 


2 


* £5, 


* * 
” ad 


* 
* 


it it f 


» 


. 


* 
* 


80 thick is 


* 
z 


ticles, that if a traveller 
be caught by a fadden guſt in dry 


n 
„ he would find it 


can 
and ſo 
eſcape with life. 


ſmall the p 


I was ſhown On 


—_— 
* 


two great maſſes of ſtone, which lie looſe 


\ 
\ 


It, 


1 


* 
* 


one on the top of a h 


= 
by 


* 


— 
Fug 


a5 
e * . . * # 


L 7 7 * "> 
bottom. They 
| * N 3 7 
— 
4 

** 

3 

* 

we > at 
3 


* 


* 44 
WESTERN ISLAN NDS; 


 Ioto their preſent places by human ane 
or ſkill; and though an earthquake. nie 
have broken off the lower ſtone, and rolled 
it into the valley, no account can be given 
of the other, which lies on the hill, unleſs, 
which. I forgot to examine, there be Gill 
near it ſome higher rock, from 
might be torn, All nations have à tra- 
dition, that their earlieſt anceſtors were 
giants, and theſe ſtones ate ſaid to have 
been thrown up and down by a giant and 
His miſtreſs. There are ſo many more im 
portant things, of which human knowledge 
can give no account, that it may be for- 
en us, if we ſpeculate no ee two 
e in Cel. ee een 
This Idand is wy populous About 
Sue ae eee years ago, the fencible 


men of Col were reckoned one hundred and 


forty, which! is the ſixth of eight hundred 
and forty; and probably ſome ogntrived « to 
be! left out of te llt. The Miniſter tod 
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chat a few years ago the inhabitants were 


ee i contains . a daß, 
as was commonly found true in the men- 


eight hundred, between the ages of ſeven 


If to the eight hundred be added what the 


— 


and of ſeventy. Round numbers are ſel- 
dom exact. But. in this caſe the authority 
is good, and the errohr likely to be little. 


laws of computation require, they will be 
increaſed to at leaſt a thouſand; and if the 


dimenſions of the country have been accu- 
rately related, every mile maintains — 
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chan 1 * 1 
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| This proportion” of babicaſihn 18 ee ; 
than the appearance of the country ſeems 


to admit; for wherever the eye wanders, i it 


ſeems much waſte and little cultivation. 1 
am more inclined to extend the land, 
| _— no- meaſure has. eyer been taken, 
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then allot nearly twelve to a mile, which 1 
agrees much better with ocular obſerva N 


| % : 
. 1 N 


4 as in Sky and other Iandoy are 
the Laird, the Tackſmen, and the under- " 
| fenants, | oh Het CTY HR 


4 Mr. Mackan, the Laird, has very ex- 
waſhes: poſſeſſions, being proprietor, Tb. 
only of far the greater part of Col, but of 


the extenſive Iſland of Nee e a e 1 
conſiderable territory in Mull. e 
io Rus i 1s one of the iger Iſlands, almoſt 
ſquare, and therefore of great capacity in 5 
proportion to its ſides. By the uſual method hy 
- of eſtimating computed extent, it may con- 1 
tain more W a hundred and e ge , = 
ſquare miles, „„ a : 
; * 141. iel belonged to Clanruala, and. EY | "Y 
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dats el ic" barges! Wide cr ab 
ptiſoner, and kept him nine months in con- 
== finement. Its owner repreſents i it as moun- 
* tainous, rugged, and barren. In the hills 
there are red deer. The horſes, are very 
ſmall, but of a breed eminent for beauty. 
Cel, not long ago, bought one of them 
from a tenant; who told him, that as he 
was of a ſhape uncommonly elegant, he 
: could not ſell him but at a high price; and 
- that whoeyer had him hank Pay a guinea 
and a half. 8 T 
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. There are ld ö to ae in Barra, a race of 
horſes yet ſmaller, of which the. ee 1 
mor above Ay inches. 01, nene 
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The rent "of Ray i is not ng, Mr. 
' Macken declared, that he ſhould be very : 
20 lich if he could ſet his land at two pence 
"ER halfpenny an acre. The inhabitants are 
1 fifty- eight families, who continued Papiſts 
5 op 08 ſome time after * became a Pro- 
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from which they have never fiace'departed, 


fick, I ſuppoſe a cane, for which the Ears 
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tens; Their ee to their old feli - 
gion was ſtrengthened by the eountenance 


of the Laird's ſiſter, a zealous Romaniſt, 
till one Sunday; as they were going to/maſs 
under the conduct of their patroneſs, Mac- 


lean met them on the way, gave one of 


them a blow on the head with a yellow = 


had no name, and drove them ta the kirk, 


Since the uſe of this method of converſion, 
the inhabitants of Egg and Canna, who 


Rum, the religion of the Yellow Stick. 


| The only Popiſh Hands are Eg and 
Conus. Egg is the principal Illand of% 


pariſh, in which, though he has no e 
_ gation; the Proteſtant Miniſter reſides. 
- have heard of nothing curious in it, but wg 
cave in "Wave" a former r genterstion off the 
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If we had travelled with more leiſure, it 
had not been fit to have neglected the Po- 
piſh Iſlands. Popery is favourable to cere- 


mony; and among ignorant nations, cere- 


mony is the only preſervative of tradition. 


Since Proteſtantiſm was extended to: the ſa- 
vage parts of Scotland, it has perhaps been 
one of the chief labours of the Miniſters to 
aboliſh ſtated obſervances, becauſe they 


continued the remembrance of the former 


religion. We therefore who came to hear 
old traditions, and ſee antiquated manners, 
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at Cl under the protection of 
F ird, without. any of the diſ- 
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ple eredulity, ſeems to think almoſt Forthy | 


of an elegy by Offian, Wherever we roved, 
we. were pleaſed to ſee the reverence with 
which his ſubjects regarded him. He did 
 not-endeavour to dazzle them by any mag- 


niſficence of dreſs: his only diſtinction was 


a feather in his bonnet; but as ſoon/as he 
appeared, they forſook their work and 
cluſtered about him: he took them by 

hand, and they ſer 


and ſeems deſirous to continue the cuſtoms 
of his houſe. The n rn _ 


ſon and dreſs made a good appearance; 
and he brought no diſgrace upon the family 
of Rankin, which has long ſupplied the 
Lairds of wild nee mae -aoete * 
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The Tackſmen _ q Have to tivg with | 


leſs dignity and convenience than thoſe of 


* Sy; where they had good houſes, and 


tables not only plentiful, but delicate. In 
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The rents. have, TY within FP years, 
been paid in kind, but the tenants finding 
that cattle and corn varied in their price, 


defired for the future to give their land- 


lord money; which, not having yet arrived 


at the philoſophy of commerce, they con- 


an 
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We were told of a particular mode of 


undertenure. The Tackfman admits ſome 
to the cultiva- : 


f his inferior - neighbours 
tion of his grounds, on condition that per- 
forming all the work, and giving a third 


part of — ſeed, they ſhall keep a certain 


„ and goats, and reap 


2 third part of wits barveſt Thus by leſs 
than the nn of . wen pa * 
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ſome thought. A penny is 
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There are tenants below the 
Tackſmen, that have got ſmaller tenants 


under them; for in every place, where | 


money is not the general equivalent; there 
muſt be ſome whoſe labour is Oe 
mu > NY food. s 
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A "OE that 1 no money, is by no 


means convenient for beggars, both becauſe 0 
ſuch countries are commonly poor, and be- 


cauſe charity requires —_ trouble and 


is eaſily given 
upon the firſt impulſe of compaſſion; or im- 


patience of importunity ; but few will de- 


granaries to find out ſomething! to give. 
= penny is likewiſe eaſily ſpent; but vie- | 
| tuals, if they are unprepared, require houſe- = 


room, and fire, and utenſils, which the 
f e not there to find. 7 
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in our paſſage to Mall, the company of a 
woman and her child, who had exhauſted 
the charity of C. The arrival of a beg- 

gar on an Iſland is accounted a finiſtrous 


event. Every body conſiders that he ſhall 
have the leſs for what he gives away. 
Their alms, J believe, is generally oat - 
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Near to Col is another Iſland called Tir- 


has but half the extent of Rum, it is ſo well 
peopled, that there have appeared, not long 


ago, nine hundred and fourteen at a fune- 
ral. The plenty, of this Iſland enticed : 
beggars to it, who ſeemed ſo burtbenſome to | 


the inhabitants, that a formal compact was 
drawu up, by which they obliged them 


ſielves to grant no more relief to caſual 


wanderers, becauſe they had among them 
an indigent woman of high birth, whom 


85 der conſidered as entitled to all that they 


cou ſpare: 1 "have read the ſtipulation, 
5 mT | 
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which was | indited with juridical Feral gs 
lity, but was never made valid mn e 
W e 49 eee 
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If the gehen of Col 8 eee 

to give, it is not that they are oppreſſed 
by their landlord: their leaſes ſeem to be 
very profitable. One farmer, who pays 
only ſeven pounds a year, has maintained f 
. ſeven daughters and three ſons, of whom ts le 43 


the eldeſt is educated. at Aberdeen for the 
miniſtry ; and now, at every vacation, 
opens a ſchool i in Cut. Ab 23k 67 Sr =” 


Life is here, in ſome 33 3 * 3 
beyond the condition of ſome other Iſlands. 1. 
In Sky what i is wanted. can only. be bought, 1 
as the arrival of ſome wandering pedlar may © 
afford an opportunity; but in Col there is TY 4 
a ſtanding ſhop, and in Mull there are two. 85 5 2 
A ſhop in the Iſlands, as in other places. of _ 
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little frequentation, is a repoſitory of every - = 3 


thing” inte for common uſe. Mr. 
- of 2 $ Teh >: . | Boſwell 
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8 OF” be BofwelPs journal was filled, and -en ought 
ſome paper i in Ol. To a man that ranges 
the ſtreets of London, where he is tempted. 
to contrive wants for the pleaſure of ſup- 
plying them, a ſhop affords no image 
| worthy of attention; but in an Iſland, it 
turns the balance of exiſtence between good 
and evil. To live in perpetual want of lit 
tle things, is a ſtate not indeed of torture, 
but of conſtant vexation. I have in Sky 
had fome difficulty to find ink for a letter; 
and if a woman breaks her . the 
1 De ORs „ Tr” — ark 
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As "'F is, the Iſlanders ure obliged to to con- 
tent themſelyes with ſuccedaneous means 
for many common purpoſes. 1 ve ſeen 
the chief man of a very wide diſtrict riding 
with a halter for a bridle, and s 
. br wal 4 a wooden © SG | 
* The” people N Co, wee; ao not 


E 6M want tay to fopply ſome of their 
144. k 885 | 13 neceſſities. 
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neceſſities. Several arts which make trades, 


are here the practices of daily economy. 
In every houſe candles are made, both 
moulded and dipped. Their wieks are ſmall 
ſhreds of linen cloth. They all æno how 


to extract from the Cuddy, oil for their 


"__ - They all tan —_ and make 
ie e 


his we 3 cron 800. we Gap 


2 Rood ſingle on the naked ground. a Cal. 
where abe walls apendy a place convenient 


which every hut had a little garden ok 


ing; thus they made an appearance of ſocial 
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commerce and mutual offices, and of ſome 


attention to convenience and future ſupply, - 


There is not in the fern Nandi any col 
lesion of buildings that can make preten - 
ſions to be called a town, except in * * 


| pa nn 1 have not! en. 
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and demand apprenticeſhips in great cities, 4 
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If Lewis is diſtinguiſhed by a town, Ot 

- has alſo ſomething peculiar. The young 
Laird has attempted what no Iſlander per- 
| haps ever thought on. He has begun a 
road capable of a wheel-carriage. He has 
carried it about a mile, and will continue it 
by annual nnen from his houſe to * 
harbour. a 1 M rome! 
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or taxes here i is no reaſon for complain- 
ing; they are paid by a very eaſy com- 
poſition. * The malt-tax for Col is twenty 
ſhillings. - Whiſky i is very plentiful: there 
_are ſeveral ſtills in the Iſland, and more is | 
f made than the inhabitants conſume. | 1 8 
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The great viſas of inſular! pet is 
no to keep the people i in their own coun: 
try. As#the world has been let in upon 
them. they have heard of happier climates, 
and leſs arbitrary government; and if they 


are diſguſted, have emiſſaries among them 
2 to offer them land and houſes, as a2 
3 . reward 
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reward for deſerting their Chief and Clan. 
Many have departed both from the mgin n 


of Scotland, and from the Iſlands; and all | 


that go may be conſidered as ſubjects loſt 
to the Britiſb crown; for a nation ſcattered 
in the boundleſs regions of America reſem- 
bles rays diverging from a focus. All the 
rays remain, but the heat i is gone. Their 
power conſiſted in their concentration: 
when they are 8 they have no * 
| fect. 
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It Ka be Sali that IR are happier 
by the change; but they are not happy as 
a nation, for they are a nation no longer. 
As they contribute not to the proſperity of 
any community they muſt want that ſecu- 
rity, that dignity, that happineſs, whatever 
it be, which a proſperous community throws 
back upon individuals. 1 


learned to be weary of their heath and 
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rocks, but attend their agriculture and their 
a dairies, without . to nne * 
5 ducements. 


—_ 


| "There are. es 8 who wink that | 
this emigration has raiſed terrour diſpro- 
portionate to its real evil; and that it is 
only : a new mode of doing what was always 
done. The Higblands, they ſay, never 
maintained their natural inhabitants; but 
the people, when they found themſelves 
too numerous, inſtead of extending culti> 
vation, provided for themſelves by 3 v more ol 
| eompendious method, and ſought better 
fortune in other countries. They did not 
indeed 50 away in colledive 7 7 but 
withdrew inviſibly, a few at a time; but 
the Whole number of fugitives was not leſs, 
and the difference between other times and 
this, is only the fame 29 between evaporar 
tion and effuſion, 5 


This is plauſible, but L am . it is 


; not true. Thoſe who went before, if they 
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were not ſenſibly miſſed, as the argur * "6 1 
ſuppoſes, muſt have gone either in leſs num» 1 
ber, or in a manner leſs detrimental, chan 
at preſent; becauſe formerly there was no · 
complaint. Thoſe ho then left the coun- . * 
try were generally the idle dependants on 
overburdened families, or men who had no 
property ; and therefore carried away only _ 
themſelves. In the preſent eagerneſs of _ 
emigration, families, and almoſt commu- - I, 
| ities, go away together. Thoſe who were 
conſidered as proſperous and wealthy ſell 
 - their*ſtock and carry away the money. 
Once none went away but the uſeleſs and 
poor; in ſome parts there is now reaſon 
to fear, that none will ſtay but-thoſe who © 
are too poor to remove themſelves, and too 
uſeleſs to be removed at the coſt of others. 
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ledge in Ol than in other places; bu 
rr where readies) may be gleaned. 
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28. ladies were portioned, when there 
was no money, it would be difficult for an 
Engliſoman to guefs. In 1649, Maclean 


of Dronart in Mull married his ſiſter Fin= 


gala to Maclean of Col, with a hundred 


and eighty kine; and ftipulated, that if ſhe 


became a widow, her jointure ſhould be 


three hundred and ſixty. 1 ſuppoſe ſome 


proportionate tract of land was r 
to their e | 


The Kifpokit tion to pompous ard ee ve 
als, which has at one time or other 


prevailed in moft parts of the civilized 


world, is not yet fuppreſſed i in the Iſlands, 
though ſome of the ancient ſolemnities are 
worn away, and ſingers are no longer hired : 


to attend the proceſſion. Nineteen years 


ago, at the burial of the Laird of Col, were 


Filled thirty cows, and about fifty ſheep, 


The number of the cows is poſitively told, 


and we mult ſuppoſe other ane, in like 


by * 8 | 
7 EN. 
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Mr. Maclean informed us of an odd 
game, of which he did not tell the origi- 
nal, but which may perhaps be uſed in 
other places, where the reaſon of it is not 
yet forgot. At New-year's eve, in the 
hall or caſtle of the Laird, where, at feſtal 
ſeaſons, there may be ſuppoſed à very 
numerous company, one man dreſſes him- 
ſelf in a cow's hide, upon which other men 
beat with flicks. He runs with all this 
noiſe round the houſe, which all the com- 
pany quits in a counterfeited fright: the 
door is then ſhut. At New- year's eve there 
is no great pleaſure to be had out of doors 
in the Hebrides, They are ſure ſoon to re- 
cover from their terrour enough to ſolicit 


for re- admiſſion; which, for the honour f 


poetry, is not to be obtained but by re- 
peating a verſe, with which thoſe that are 
ae" and provident take care to be 
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Very near the houſe of Maclean - ſtands 
the caſtle of Col, which was the manſion of 
me Laird, till the houſe was built. It is 
built upon a rock, as Mr. Boſwell remark- 


ed, that it might not be mined. It is 


very ſtrong, and having been not Wr 2 
uninhabited, is yet in repair. On the 
wall was, not long ago, a ſtone with an 
inſcription, importing, that if any nan 
of the Clan of Maclbnich ſhall appear 
before this caſtle, though be come at mid. 
11 ght, with a man's head in bis band, he 
ſhall there find ſafety and PR againſt | 
all but the King. N 


8 4 . 9 8 1 
* 4 


This is an old Highland! treaty 3 upon 

a very memorable occaſion;  Mackan, the 

ſon of Jabn Ger ves, who recovered C and 
conquered Barra, had obtained, it is ſaid, 

from James the Second, a grant of the lands. 

of Locbiel, forfeited, 1 ſuppoſe, wg om : 


offence againſt t the fate. MOL 
Eo b bs i » 2 
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| Forfeited eftates were not in thoſs days 
quietly reſigned; Maclean, therefore, went | 
with an armed force to ſeize his new poſ- ; 
ſeſſions, and, I know not for what reaſon, 
took his wife with him. The Camerons 
roſe in defence of their Chief, and a battle 
was fought at the head of Loch Neſs, near 
the place where Fort Auguſtus now ſtands, 
in which Locbiel obtained the victory, and | 
Maclean, with his followers, was defeated: 
and deſtroyed, 


The lady fell into the hands of the con- 
querors, and being found pregnant, was 
placed in the cuſtody of Maclonich, one of 
a tribe or family branched from Cameron, 
with orders, if ſhe brought a boy, to en 
him, if a girl, to yrs her. | | 


i 
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* - ; 4 


f e wife, who was with child ; 
likewiſe, had a girb about the ſame time 
at which lady Mac lan brought a boy, and 


Maclonich with more: generoſi "FA to his cap- es 
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| tive, than fidelity to his truſt, contrived : 
that the children ſhould be changed. 


Maclean being thus preſerved from death, 
in time recovered his original patrimony ; 
and in gratitude to his friend, made his 
caflle a place of refuge to any of the Clan 
that ſhould think himſelf in danger; and 
28 4 proof of reciprocal confidence, Maclean 
took upon himſelf and his poſterity. the 
care of educating the heir of Maclonich. Das 


This tory, like all other traditions of 
the Highlands, is variouſly related ; but 
though ſome circumſtances are uncertain, 
the principal fact is true. Mackan un- 


1 doubtedly owed: his preſervation 10 Maclo- 
= | mich; for the treaty between the two fami- 


j lui has been ſtrictly obſerved: it did not 
_ fink i into diſuſe and oblivion; but continued 


_— in its full force while the chieftains retained 
J : their power. L have read a demand of pro- 
= 1 d. made not more than thirty-ſeyen. 
N » OO 2 3 J. 
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years ago, for one of the Machinichs, named. 
Even Cameron, who had been acceſſory to 
the death of Macmartin, and had been 
baniſhed by Locbiel, his lord, for a certain 
term; at. the expiration of Which he 
returned married from France; but the 
Macmartins, not ſatisfied with the puniſh= 
ment, when he attempted to ſettle, ſtill 
| threatened him with vengeance. He there- 

fore aſked, and obtained ſhelter in the Ile 
of (a. 


The power of 1 ſubſiſts no 
longer; ; but what the law permits is yet 
continued, and Maclean of Col pow educates 
the heir of Machnich. : 


| There gill remains in ih lands, heal 

it is paſſing faſt away, the cuſtom of foſter» 
age. A Laird, a man of wealth and emi». 
nence, ſends his child, either male or female, 
to à tackſman, or tenant, to be foſtered. 
It is not t always his own tenant; but ſome, 


414 A JOURNEY TO TH E 
friend that obtains this honour; 


for an honour ſuch a truſt is very reaſon- 


ably thought. The terms of foſterage ſeem 


to vary in different iſlands. In Mull the 
father ſends with his child a certain num- 


ber of cows, to which the ſame number i is 


added by the fofterer, The father appro- 


priztes a proportionable extent of ground, 


without rent, for their paſturage. If every 
cow brings a calf, half belongs to the 
foſterer, and half to the child; but if there 
be only One calf between two cows, it is 


the child's, and when the child returns to 


the parents, it is accompanied by all the 


cows given, both by the father and by the 
foſterer, with half of "the increaſe of the 


ſtock by propagation. Theſe beaſts are 
_ confidered as a portion, and called Mac- 
alive cattle; of which the father has the 
produce, but is ſuppoſed not to have the 


full property, but to owe the ſame number 


to the child, as a n to fs mm 


or a ſtock for the ow”, 
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Children continue with the foſterer per- 
bs fix years, and cannot, where this is 
the practice, be conſidered as burdenſome. 
The foſterer, if he gives four cows, re- 
ceives. likewiſe four, and has, while the 


child continues with him, graſs for eight 


without rent, with half the calves, and all 
the milk, for which he pays only four cows. 


when he diſmiſſes his Dalt, for mt is the 


name for a foſter child. 


- Fofterage is, I believe, ſometimes pers | 
formed upon more liberal terms. Our 


friend, the young Laird of Ol, was foſ- 
tered by Macſceyn of Griſipol. Mats 
feeyn then lived a tenant to Sir James 
Macdonald in the Iſle of Sy: and there» 


fore Col, whether he ſent him cattle or not; 
could grant him no land. The Dal, hows ' 
ever, at his return, brought back a conſi- 
derable number of Macalive catth, and of | 


good effect, When Macdonald bailed his 
„„ 5 rents. 
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rents, Macfweyn was, like other tenants, 

diſcontented, and, reſigning his farm, re- 

moved from Sky to Col, and was — 
A; * at Gri * 
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Theſe ende we made by favour of 
the contrary wind that drove us to Col, an 
Hand not often viſited; for there is not much 

to amuſe curioſity, or to attract avarice. 
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== The ground has been hitherto, I be- 
== lieve, uſed chiefly for paſturage. In a diſ- 
-  *_ wich, ſuch as the eye can command, 
izh ET there is a general herdſman, who knows 
= . all the cattle of the neighbourhood, and 
8 whoſe ſtation is upon a, hill, from which 
he ſurveys the lower grounds and if one 
= man's cattle invade another's graſs, drives 
= them back to their own borders. But other 
maieeans of profit begin to be found; kelp is 
gathered and burnt, and ſloops are loaded 
with the concreted aſhes. Cultivation is 
r to be ä by the {kill and en» 
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couragement of the preſent Peir, ad the | 


inhabitants of thoſe obſcure vallies will 


SHO of the 29 nern, of life. | 


The rents of the parts which belong to | 
the Duke of Argyle, have been raiſed from 
fifty-five to one hundred and five pounds, 


whether from the land or the ſea I cannot 
tell. The bounties of the ſea have lately 


| been great, that a farm in Southuiſt has 
riſen in ten years from a rent of thirty 


pounds to one hundred and eighty. 


He who lives in Col, and finds himſelf 


condemned to ſolitary meals, and incommu- 
nicable reflection, will find the uſefulneſs 


of that middle order of Tackſmen, which 


ſome who applaud their own wiſdom are 


wiſhing to deſtroy. Without intelligence 
man is not ſocial, he is only gregarious; 


andi little intelligence will there be, where 
all are conſtrained to daily labour, and every 
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mind muſt wait upon the hand. 
f After 
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+ - _ Afer having liſtened for ſome days to 
the tempeſt, and wandered abqut the Iflar 

till our curioſity was ſatisfied, we began t to 

think about our departure. To leave Col | 

in October was not very eaſy. We how- 

ever found a {loop which lay on the coaſt 

do carry kelp; and for a price which we 

thought levied, upon our neceſſities, the 

== - maſter agreed to carry us to Mull, whengs 

* Cem ali N back to N 
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5 "M we wete' to catch the fiſt favourable 
breath, we ſpent the night not very ele- 
gantly nor pleaſantly in the veſſel, and 
were landed next day at Tober Morar, 6 
port in Mull, which appears to an unex- 
perienced eye formed for the ſecurity of 
ſhips; for its mouth is cloſed by a ſmall 
iſland, which admits them through narrow: | 
channels into a baſon Tufficiently capacious. | 
= 8 are indeed fafe. from the ſea, but 

1 e there 
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| there is a hollow 8 the mountains, 
i through which the wind iſſues from the 
land with very mee violence. 


There was no danger while N were 
there, and we found ſeveral other veſſels 
at anchor; ſo that the port had a n 
commercial n. 


The young Lainkof Col, who had deter- | 
mined not to let us loſe his company, white | 


there was any difficulty remaining, came 
over with us. His influence. ſoon ap- 


peared; for he procured us horſes, and 


conducted us to the houſe of Doctor Mac 
clean, where we found very kind enter- 
tainment, and very pleaſing converſation. 


Miſs Maclean, who was born, and had 


n been bred at Glaſgow, having removed 


with her father to Mull, added to other 


qualifications, a great knowledge of the 
Earſe language, which ſhe had not learned 


Was 
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- was the only te pete of Earſe poetry 
that 1 could ever * 98 IT 


* £ 


- The ile of Malt is alias in extent * 
third of the Hebrides. It is not broken 
pi waters, nor ſhot into promontories, but 7 
is a ſolid and compact maſs, of breadth 
nearly equal to its length. Of the dimen- 
fions of the larger Iſlands, there is no 
Enowledge,approachinFto exactneſs. 1 am 
willing to eſtimate it as containing about 4 
three hundred ſquare miles. 35 1 5 

A had ſuffered like 395 57 the black 

winter of ſeventy- one, in which, contrary 
to all experience, a continued froſt detained” 

the ſnow eight weeks upon the ground. 
Againſt a calamity never known, no provi- 

- hon had been made, and the people could 
only pine in. helpleſs "miſery, One tenant | 
was mentioned, whoſe cattle periſhed to the 

Value of three hundred pound; a loſs 
Which probably m more than he life of man 
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theſe, the defevipriogs of famine abechine 5 


intelligible. Where by vigorous and art- 
ful cultivation of a foil naturally fertile, 
there is commonly a ſuperfluous Wn 
both of grain and graſs; where the fields 
are erowded with cattle; and where every 
hand is able to attract wealth from a di- 
ſtance, by making ſomething that promotes 
eaſe, or gratifies vanity, a dear year pro- 
duces only a comparative want, which 
js rather ſeen than felt, and which termi- 
nates commonly in no worſe effect, than 
that of condemning the lower orders of 
the community to facrifice a little luxury to 
convenience, or at moſt a lit tle convenience 
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But "FH the climate is ad; and the 
ground penurious, ſo that the moſt fruit · 
ful years produce only enough to main- 
tain ae ; where life , 
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Aae aden mad eile and every one is | IT 
| buſy for himſelf, without any arts by 
which the pleaſure of others may be in- 


ereaſed; if to the daily burden of diſtreſs 
any additional weight be added, nothing 
remains but to deſpair and die. In Mull 
the diſappointment of a harveſt, or a mur 
rain among the cattle, cuts off the regu- 


| lar proviſion; 3 and. they who have no 


manufactures can purchaſe no part of the 
ſuperfluities of other countries. The con- 
ſequence of a bad ſeaſon is here not ſcar- 
city, but emptineſs ; and they whoſe, plenty 
Was barely a ſupply of natural and preſent 
need, when that fender ſock, lan * 


i with hunger. $14 38 20, tener ops 


All travel has its advantages. It the bal. 5 


| ſenger viſits better countries, he may learn 
to improve his own, and if fortune carries 
L him to worle, he may learn to enjoy i it. 1 


* 4 pe 


Mir. Biſwels 8 curioſity ftrongly impelled 
him to ſurvey ey or _— which was 
ö to 
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| CY che early geh the great ſehool of 


Theology, and is ſuppoſed to have been 
the place of ſepulture for the ancient kings. 
5 Wang leſs eager; did not oppoſe him. 


That we kh 9 chis a 
it was neceſſary to traverſe a, great part c of 
Mull. We paſſed a day at Dr. Maclean's, 
and could have been well contenteg to ſtay | 
longer. But Col provided us horſes, and 
we purſued our journey. This was a day 
of inconvenience, for the country is very 
rough, and my horſe was but little. We 
travelled many hours through a tract, black: 
and barren, in which, however, there were 
; the reliques of humanity ; ; Tor we found 4 
mines cas in our abt U 


2 
12 


Ik̃t is natural, in W this gs of 
deſolation, to inquire, whether ſomething 
may not be done to give Nature a more 
cheerful face, aud whether thoſe hills and 
| moors that afford heath cannot with a little 
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care and labour bear 8 better ? 
| * firſt thought that occurs is to cover 
them with trees, for that in many of theſe 

naked regions trees will grow, is evident, 
becauſe ſtumps and roots are yet remain- 
ing; and the ſpeculatiſt haſtily proceeds to 
cenſure that negligence and lazineſs that 
has omitted for ſo 0 a time ſo 72 an 
improvement. . i 


8 £ B, 


To * ſeeds i into- hs XP ta * 
tend their growth, requires little labour 
and no ſkill. He who remembers that all 
the woods, by which the wants of man 
have been ſupplied from. the Deluge till 
now, were ſelf-ſown, will not eaſily be 
Perſuaded to think all the art and prepara- 
tion neceſſary which the Georgick writers 
preſcribe to planters. Trees certainly have 
covered the earth with very little culture. 
They wave their tops among the rocks of 
Norway; and might thrive. as well in the 
= | Ce and Ss brats 15651 act 
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— 
But there is a frightful interval between 


the ſeed and timber. He that calculates 
the growth of trees, has the unwelcome. 
' remembrance of the ſhortneſs of life driven 
hard upon him. He knows that he is do- 
ing what will never benefit himſelf; and! + 
when he rejoices to ſee the ſtem riſe, is diſ= - Y 
poſed -to repine that another ſhall cut it 
down, | RE ph. 


— . 2 
ee 


| „e 18 naturally the. employment 
of a mind unburdened with care, and va- 
cant to futurity, ſaturated with preſent 
good, and at leiſure to derive gratification 
from the proſpect of poſterity. He that 
pines with hunger, is in little care how __ 
others ſhall be fed. The poor man is fel  _ 5 f ; 
dom ſtudious to make his grandſon rich. 3 I 
It may. be ſoon diſcovered, why in a place, | = 
which hardly ſupplies the cravings of ne- 
ceſſity, there has been little attention to the 
delights of fancy, and why diſtant conve- 
5 nience is unregarded, where the thoughts 
þ 1 . 
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are turned with indeſſint ſolicitude . 
every poſlibility of immediate advantage. 


Neither is it quite ſo eaſy to raiſe large 
woods, as may be conceived, Trees intend- 
ed to produce timber muſt be ſown where 
they are to grow; and ground ſown with 
trees muſt be kept uſeleſs for a long time, 
incloſed at an expence from which many 

will be diſcouraged by the remoteneſs of 
the profit, and watched with that attention, 
which, in places where it is moſt needed, 
will neither be given nor bought. That it 
cannot be plowed 1s evident; and if cattle 

be ſuffered to graze upon it, they will de- 
vour the plants as faſt as they riſe, Even 
in coarſer countries, where herds and flocks 
are not fed, not only the deer and the wild 


© goats will browſe upon them, but the hare 


and rabbit will nibble them. It is there- 
fore reaſonable to believe, what I do not 
remember any naturaliſt to have remarked, 
that there was a time when the world was 


5 1 
- 4 £ 
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very thinly inhabited by beaſts, as well as 

men, and that the woods had leiſure to riſe 
high before animals had bred numbers ſuf- 
ficient to intercept them. 


Sit | 9 Macdbnali, in part of the 
waſtes of his territory, ſet or ſowed trees, 
to the number, as I have been told, f 

4 : Jeveral millions, expecting, doubtleſs, that | 
1 they would grow up into future navies and 

cities; but for want of incloſure, and of 

that care which is always neceſſary, and 

will hardly ever be taken, all his coſt and . 

ve heen loſt, and the n _ 
likely to continue an uſeleſs heath. - . 


Having not any experience ata journey , 
in Mull, we had no doubt of reaching the _ 
ſea by day-light, and therefore had not left 
Dr. Maclean's very early. We travelled 
diligently enough, but found the country, 
for road there was none, very difficult to 
paſs. We were always ſtruggling with 

| Go ſome 


\ 


Fg 
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ſome obſtruction or other, and our vexa- 
tion was not balanced by any gratification 
of the eye or mind. We were now long 


enough acquainted with hills and heath to 
have loſt the emotion that they once raiſed, 
whether pleaſing or painful, and had our 
mind employed only on our own fatigue. 


We were however ſure, under Col's pro- 


tection, of eſcaping all real evils. There 
was no houſe in Mull to which he could 
not introduce us. He had intended to 
lodge us, for that night, with a gentleman 


that lived upon the coaſt, but diſcovered on 
the way, that he then 858 in bed — 
hope of life. 8 ; 1 . 


- 
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in a time of ſo much ſorrow, if any other 


expedient could be found; and as the Iſland 
of Dxua was over - againſt us, it was deter- 
mined that we ſhould paſs che ſtrait and 
have recourſe to the Laird, who, like the 


other gentlemen of the Iſlands, was s known 
to 
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to Col. We expected to find a ferry-boats 
but when at laſt we came to the water, this 
boat was gone. ; 


We were now again at a ſtop. It was the 

ſixteenth of October, a time when it is not 

convenient to ſleep in the Hebrides with- 

out a cover, and there was no houſe within 

our reach, but that which we had already 
declined, _ 


v L V 


| White we ſtood be we were 
happily eſpied from an 1r:/þ ſhip, that lay 
at anchor in the ſtrait. The maſter ſaw _ 
that we wanted a paſſage, and with great * 
civility ſent us his boat, which quickly con- q: * 
| 3 | e 
veyed us to Ulva, where we were very $1 
liberally entertained by Mr. Macguarr mp. 


it before noon the next day. A very exact _ 
deſcription _— 
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deſcription therefore will not be ex pected. 
We were told, that it is an Iſland of no 
great extent, rough and barren, inhabited 


by the Macguarrys; a Clan not powerful 


nor numerous, but of antiquity, which 
moſt other families are content to reve- 
rence. The name is ſuppoſed to be a de- 
pravation of ſome other; for the Earſe 


language does not afford it any etymo- 


logy. Macquarry. is proprietor both of ; 
Dua and ſome adjacent Iflands, among 
which is Stafa, ſo lately raiſed to renown 
oy Mr. Banks. 


When the Iflanders vere ' reproached 


with their ignorance, or inſenſibility of the 
. wonders of Staſſa, they had not much to 
ane. They had indeed conſidered KR 
nue, becauſe they had always ſeen i it; and 
none but philoſophers, nor they always, 

are ſtruck with wonder, otherwiſe than by 
novelty. How'would i it ſurpriſe an unen- 
en * to hear a company 
of 
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of ſober men, inquiring by what power the 


hand toſſes a ſtone, or why the ſtone, when 5 


ods is toſſed, falls to the e 0 


of the neh of Macgluvvy, who thus 


lies hid in his unfrequented Iſland, I have 


found memorials in all places where they 
could be expected. N 


Inquiring after the reliques of former 
manners, I found that in Ulva, and, I 
think, no where elſe, is continued the pay- 
ment of the Merebeta Mulierum ; a fine in 
old times due to the Laird at the marriage 
of a virgin. The original of this claim, as 
of our tenure of Borough Engl. Pb, is vari- 


ouſly delivered. It is pleaſant to find an- 8 


cient cuſtoms in old families. This pay- 
ment, like others, was, for want of moneys 


made anciently in the produce of the land. 
Macquarry was uſed to demand a ſheep, 
for which he now takes a crown, by that 
inattention to the uncertain proportion be- 
Et | : cn 
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tween the value and the denomination of 
money, which has brought- much diſorder 
into Europe. A ſheep has always the ſame 


power of ſupplying human wants, but a 


crown will bring at one time more, at an- 
other leſs. 


Dua was not neglected by the piety of | 


ancient times: it has ſill to ſhow what was 
once a church, 


INCH KENNETH. 


In the morning we went again into "the _ 


; boat, and were landed on Inch Kenneth, an 
Illand about a mile long, and perhaps half 


aa mile broad, remarkable for pleaſantneſs 


and fertility. It is verdant and graſſy, and 
fit both for paſture and tillage; but it has 
no trees. Its only inhabitants were Sir 


Allan Maclean, and two young ladies, this 
daughters, with their ſervants. ns 


. 


; — f a 1 1 I 


Romance 
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| Romance does not often exhibit a ſcene 
that ſtrikes the imagination more than this 


little deſert in theſe depths of Weſtern ob- 
ſcurity, occupied not by a groſs herdſman, 


or amphibious fiſherman, but by a gentle- 
man and two ladies, of high birth, poliſhed 


manners, and elegant converſation, who, 


in a habitation raiſed not. very far above 

the ground, but furniſhed with unexpected 
neatneſs and convenience, practiſed all the 

A kindneſs of WEN and refinement of. | 


wa. 


i, 


yielding only to Macdonald. Though by 
the miſconduct of his anceſtors, moſt of the 
extenſive territory, which would have de- 
ſeended to him, has been alienated, he ſtill 
retains much- of the dignity and authority 
of his birth. When ſoldiers were lately 


wanting for the American war, application 


50S | | Ep +4 Was 


| Sir Allan i is. * Chieftain * * W TY 
Clan of Maclean, which is ſaid to claim the ES 
bond place among the Highland families, As 


. .- ' * 
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was made to Sir Allan, and he ids 
| a hundred men for the ſervice, who obeyed 

the ſummons, and * arms under his 
command. * 


He had then, for ſome time, reſided 
A with the young ladies in Inch Kenneth, 
where he lives not only with plenty, but 
with elegance, baving conveyed to his cot- 
tage a collection of books, and what elſe is 
neceſſary to make his hours pleaſant. 


9 


When we landed, we were met by Sir 
Allan and the ladies, accompanied by Miſs 
Macquarry, who had paſſed ſome time with ' 
them, and now — to Wes with her 
kacber. ee 885 (47 SY Rip! liv 
F r 4 7%: 
We _ api 3 together t to aha manſon, 
2 |. Where we found one cottage for Sir Allen, 
2nd I think two more for the domeſticks 
| | and the offices, We entered, and wanted 
Joffe. that palaces afford. Ou room was 
* Fee neatly 
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neatly floored, and well lighted ;- and our | | 


dinner, which was dreſſed in one of the 


| other n ** n and delicate. 


In the W Sir Wn 8 TY 
455 the day was Sunday, which he never 
| ſuffered to paſs without ſome religious diſ- 

tinction, and invited us to partake in his 
acts of domeſtick worſhip; which I hope 
neither Mr. Boſwell nor myſelf will be ſuſ- 
pꝓected of a diſpoſition to gefuſe. The elder 
of the ladies read 8 Jo e 


n 3 ns was once a 1 * 
mee we ſubordinate; I ſuppoſe, to 


Tcolmkull, Sir Allan had a mind to trace 
the foundation of the college, but neither 


1 nor Mr. Boſwell, who bends a keener eye 
on nnn were — 0 them. 


Our attention, e of Was fuſficiently 


engaged by a venerable | cha pel,. which. 


age yet entire, * that the, roof is 


gone. 


_ x 
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1 85 gone. It ĩs about ſixty feet in length, 1 


thirty in breadek.. On one ſide of the altar 
is a bas relief of the bleſſed Virgin, and by 
it lies a little bell ; which, though cracked, 


and without a clapper, has remained there 
for ages, guarded only by the venerable- 
neſs of the place. The ground round the 
chapel is covered with grave- ſtones of 
Chiefs and ladies; and ſtill * to de 


Aa FRO: of e 1 


* 


3 Kenneth is a proper aki: to 
Tcolmkill, It was not without ſome 


mournful emotion that we contemplated 


the ryins « of religious ſtructures, and hy 
moriuments of the — e e . 


On the next iy we noch; a e ien 
An the place, and went with the boat 


to ſee oyſters in the bed, out of which the 
boat-men forced up as many as were want- 


ed. Even Inch Kenneth has a ſubordi- 


* RR p . 5 * 


nate Fas, named Sandiland, 1 f u ppoſe, 
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in eonterapt,” where we landed, and found. 

a rock, with a ſurface of perbaps fanr | 
- aeres, of which one is naked None, another 
ſpread with ſand and ſhells, ſame of which 
I picked up for their gloſſy beauty, and 
to covered wich a little earth and graſs, 
on which Sir Allan has a few ſheep, 'I 1 
doubt not but hen there was a college at 
Inch CE — was a 1 i 


ee, e eee 
Hieiag wands over hols 8 0 
plains, we committec ourſelves again to the 


winds and waters; ha after a voyage of 
about ten minutes, in "which we met with 
nothing very er G . were — ſafe 
5 e v 5 j bt IT, 


— 


We told Sir Allam our doin of b vidisog © 
 Tvinkill, and entreated him to give up his 
protedion, and his company He thought 

proper to heſitate a little; but the Ladies 2 
ated; at as they knew he weld not 
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5 Fog in ſuch amuſements as were in our power. 
Bai. Allan related the American campaign, 


= at Edinburgh was apf 
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| Gnally refuſe, he would do better if he pre- 

ſerved the grace of ready compliance, He 

took their advice, and promiſed to Oey | 
| | x in his boat. b : 
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We paſſed the renibininy part of the day 


T 


IRS and at evening one of the Ladies played on 

= her harpſichord, while Co and Mr. Boſwell 

BY 3 a peer g. reel m the ME. # 
. We could have bee Way remased to 

ED 1 ſtay upon Inab Kenneth; büt life , 

will not be all paſſed in e a Thel ſeſſion 

- * | Mr. Baſeuell could not be abſent. Ws e- 5 


2 - 


4 


1 4 8 
we, * 
> b * % 
* * . *.* 


— eee . | 
r boat was Ready it 
: was high and ſtrong. Sir Allan victuallel 
= , 4 for the day, and provided able rowers, * 
. We now parted from the young Laird of 
a. wh had treated us wick ſo much kind- 
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ness, and concluded his favours by con- 
ſigning us to Sir Allan. - Here we had che 


laſt embrace of this amiable man, who, 


while theſe pages were preparing to atteſt 
his virtues, periſhed in the paſſage n 25 


Wine and Inch A. 


"2 


4 2 — 2 
+>. 


Sir 4 to whom the. whole: region 
was well known, told us of a very-remark- 


able cave, to which he would ſhow us the 


way. We had been diſappointed' already- 
by one cave, and were not much elevated 


kt the 3 of another. L 


R -* 5 pr * po 3 # 


4 ha was yet 3 9 „ and we Rop- | 
ped at ſome rocks on the coaſt of Mull. 
The mouth is fortified by vaſt fragments of 
Node, over which we made our way, nei- 


ther very nimbly, non very ſecurely. The 
Place, however, well repaid: our trouble. | 


The bottom, as far as the flbod ruſhes in, 


Was * with large pebbles, but as 
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" we advanced was ſpread over with ſmooth 
fund. The breadth is about forty-five feet: 
the roof riſes in an arch, almoſt regular, to 
3 beight which we could not meaſure; but 
1 I dlink it about hey feet. 


—_ This thre: of our curioſity. was nearly 
_. -- fruſtrated; for though we went, to ſee a 
= cave, and knew that caves. are dark, we 
| forgot to carry tapers, and did not diſcover 
our omiſſion till we were wakened by our 
8 Wants. Sir Allan then ſent one of the boat- 


muen into the country, who foo returned 
"+ with one little candle. We were thus en- 
3 2 to go forward, but could not venture 


Io . Having paſſed inward from the ſea to 
1 5 2 depth, we found on the right hand 
3 a narrow paſſage, perhaps not more than 
ia feet wide, obſtrgs 


over which we climbed and came into a 
ſecond” cave, in breadth twenty-five. feet. + 
The air in this apartment was very arm, 
but not * nor loadedwith _— 


* 5 Our 
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ed by great ſtones, # 
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Our light ona no tokens of a feculent 
or corrupted atmoſphere. Here was a 
ſquare ſtone, called, as we are told, Fin- 


gal Table. „ 


* 


5 If we had been provided with torches, 
we ſhould have proceeded in our ſearch, 


former "at veaturer, except ſome who are 


reported never to have returned; and, 


 meaſufibg our way back, we found it more 


tha 5 -"gy and ſixty yards, the e devon, a 
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Our meaſures were not critically exact, 


having been made with a walking pole, ſuch 
as it is convenient to carry in theſe rocky 


countries, of which I gueſſed the length by . 


ſtanding againſt it, In this there could be 
no great errour, nor do 1 much doubt but 


the Highlander, whom wetemployed, re- 


ported the number right. More nicety 
boweves i is _ and no man _ tra- 
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we had already gone as far as any | 
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vel unprovided with inſtruments for „ 
* and diſtances. 7 75 


There i is et another cauſe of errour not 
always eaſily ſurmounted, though more 
dangerous to the veracity. of itinerary nar- 
tt tives, than imperfect menſuration. 
IE obſerver deeply impreſſed by a 7 . 
"A able ſpectacle, does not ſuppoſi ” the 

traces will ſoon vaniſh from his mind, 3 

and: having commonly no great conve- 
nience for writing, defers the deſerig 

a time of more e and berteWpcrom: 
modation, : | 


An 
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He who has'x not de the: experiment; 


or who is not accuſtomed to require i- 
_ gorous accuracy from himſelf, will ſcarcely 
believe how much a Aew hours take from 


certainty of knowledge, and diſtinctneſs of 
imagery; ; howſt 
be broken, how ſeparate. parts will be con- 
* and ho * part 


1 lar fearures 7 
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c ſucceſſion of objects will. ; 


Then 
4 truſted ſafely but to the eye, and b told * ä 

gueſs. what a few hours before. they. had, 
known, with certainty... Thus it was that 


8 e. Aena to ſhow, as Men oy 
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* diſcriminations will be compreſſed and, 
conglobated into one groſs.,and general | 
5 1 „ Pr 1 10 Hoa 

'To this ae notation muſt be im- 
puted the falſe relations of travellers, where 


there 18 no imaginable. motive to deceix 
truſted to memory what cannot be 


heeler and Spen deſcribed with irgecon>. 
cilable ,,comrariety things,,, vhieh iheß, 
ſurveyed together, and, which, both, un- 


* a S * S 4 * 4 * 3 * —— 


| When we had bade! our expjoſit. in 
the cave, fo far. as our penury o of light per-. 
"mitted us, we clambered, again to our - boats, 
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columnar form of che kocks which riſe n | 


3 


3 


dk broken pilaſters, ſet one behind” gr 8 


other to great depth. This Plate as 
choſen” by Sir © Aiken for our dinner. | 


s of pilaſters, with a degree of regu- 
ity, which Sir Allan thinks not. leſs 


worthy of "ey m the 1 of | 


. 5 1 * f C5 1 4 
tore 'C Ko; 

"Not bag after we carte 40 abothe? range 

of black rocks, which had the appeargace 


5 * 8 3 3 «+ 1 


We were eaſily accommodated with ſeats, 


freſhed ourſelves and our boatmen, who 
Could Had e no other reſt tl . were at 


Leu 2 1. AE 2 7 | * 01975 4 


*# FEY 


The Mining w was now  appraaching, "EY 
ve were yet at a conſiderable diſtance from 
the end of our expedition. | We could 
therefore ſtop no mote to ma ke * 1 in 
the 98 = but e wit 1 


r the ones were of all heights, and 
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of eagerneſs. The day ſoon failed us, 

and the moon preſented a very ſolemn and 

_ . pleaſing ſcene, The ſky was clear, fo that 

the eye commanded a wide circle : the ſea 3 
was neither ſtill nor turbulent: nn 00 

neither ſilent nor loud. We. were never | 

far from one coaſt or another, on which, 16 5 

the weather had become violent, we could . =o. 

have found ſhelter, and therefore contem- ED 

plated: at eaſe the region through which we 
glided in the tranquillity of the night, and 

ſaw now a rock and now an iſland grom | 
gradually conſpicuous and gradually ob- 8 

ſcure. 1 committed the fault which I he x | " 

juſt been cenſuring, in neglectiug, as we 

_ paſſed, to note the ſeries of this is placid mays * 

hr SEE e By M ? 


* We were very near an nan called 5 hs 
| yes Wand, perhaps from an ancient con- 
wy 4 is ſaid to have been dug the 
fond af cs, was uſeck in che bujſdings 6 
V Tolntil. * 3 


* 
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Teolmkill, Whether it is now inhabited 92 
could n not * to 5 -4 
5 as | alt we came to — but found 
30 convenience for landing. Our boat 
could not be forced very near the dx 
ground, and our B carried ma | 
over the water.. POE ONE . 


* 


We were now treading that illuſtrious 
Ifand which was once the luminary of the 
Enledonian regions, whence ſavage Clans and 
roving barbarians derived the benefits of 
| knowledge} and the bleſſings of religion. | 
iy 5 To abſtract the mind from all local emotion A 
VvVould beiddipoſſible, if it were endeavourc 


| . 
5 5 is N P and would be fooliſh, if i it were poſſible. 
Whatever withdraws us from the power * 
A pott our ſenſes; whatever makes the paſt, he 
xs 3 5 "ESE diſtant, or the future predominate, over the 
1 preſent, advances us in the dignity of thinks 
= —_ . 1. ftom my 
„ee, 
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friends, be ſuch frigid Philcſophy as may 
conduct us indifferent and unmoved over 
any ground which has been dignified by 


wiſdom, bravery, or virtue. That man is 


little to be envied, whoſe patriotiſm would 


not gain force upon the plain of Marathon, 


or whoſe piety would not grow warmer 
ee the r ruins of n V 


We. came too * to vibe monuments; 

„ me, care was neceſſary for ourſelves. 
Whatever was in the Iſland, Sir Allan 
"a demand, for the inhabitants were 

Macleans ; but haviog little they could not 

give us much. He went to the headman 

of the Iſland, whom Fame, but Fame de- 
lights in amplifying, repreſents as worth 
no leſs than fifty pounds. He was perhaps 

. 68 proud enough of his gueſts, but ill pres | 


pared for our entertainment; however, he = | 


Joon produced more proviſion than men 2 
: luxurious require... Our lodging as. net 
to be 1 We found: a . well 
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45 F | # : 
45 | Rocked with wy and” made our beds 2 5 55 
* a * ee, PE SE wa. ws 55 1 
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1 * the- morning we” roſs and ſurveyed 
we place. The churches of the two con- 
- vents are both ſtanding, though unroofed. 
They were built of unhewp ſtone, but 
| fblid, and not inelegant. I brought away 
rude meaſures of the buildings, ſuch as EN x 

Ng 1 cannot much truſt myſelf, inaccurately 
4 Hr. „ and obſcurely noted. Mr, Pennant” * 
tions, which are doubtleſs exact, 

. N * my ow 20 e ng 
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*g EN The den chain Gals of two 5 
. | gar; ſeparated by che belfry, and built at 
different times. The original church had, 

| F | ike others, the altar at one end, and tower * 
2 the other; but as it grew too ſmall, an- 


% * 4a4ea; the the n then 1 was 22 
3 * 


" inthe middle. . "any 5 5 | * 
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That. theſe edifices are of different ages. - + 
* . Evident; The arch of the firſt hug Tn 
is 2 brian mod org a a circle that ofthe 4 + <Þ 

fore Gothick, .or Sar acenical ;/ he tower 4s * 1 

. m. and wants 1 to be floored and 3 
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6 thera are re ſome * walls remaining, ' 
but nathing approaching to a ce « 
NS 1 42 | f 1 
| OE TRE BE: TE 
| #The botom of the church is ſo incum x- 
„pbered with mud and rubbiſh, that we could PE 
make 10 diſcoveties'of curious inſcriptions, - 
and What there aredhaye been "oh 
publiſhed. | The place is ſaid to be knon 
where the black ſtones lie concealed, on . 


which the'old Highland Chiefs) when thay © * 


che lach, which was conſidered * more 


5 d thay Wy other 1 and which 
| + © Þ - 30. could: 
* + 7 : : 1 _ Des. 
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5 W | . could not bs: led: without the blackeſt * | 

2 b. ry * infamy. In thoſe days of violence an | 
1 rapine, it was of great importance to im- 
peels upon ſavage minds the ſanctity of an 
N 2 ED | oath, by ſome particular and extraordinary 
| | circumſtances. They would not have re- 

155 F — to the black ſtones, upon ſmall or 
- Eommon occaſions, . and . when they had 


n faith by {this tremendous 


> 
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The dap! mY ae nuonery is now uſed 


by the inhabitants as à kind of general 
. com- houſe, and the bottom Ro a 
doo miry for examination. Some of the 
ones which covered the later abbeſſes have 
- inſcriptions, which might yet be read, if 
the chapel were cleanſed. + The roof. of 
. 6 as of All the other buildings, i is totally 
©. deſtroyed, not only becauſe ticaber,.q1 ack- 
ny >. 3 when it is negleQed, but be⸗ | 
* n iſland utterly e of wW bd | 
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* © wer cned for uſe, and . 
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N N 

The PISA we; he nung- cap, u. Wi 
coveted with än arch of 'flone, to whick 
time as. done no injury; and 4 well SP 
r 
on the north ide; like the chapter-hauſe' in , « | ” . 
cathedrals, roofed with ſtone 5 in * ame 12 
manner, is likewiſefntires + - * . 2 
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ets. one. of the, N poet: by marble | 4 3 4 * + 3F. 2 f 
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* "which the ſuperſtition. of the inh⸗ * 2 * 
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n has deſtroyed. Their opinion „ * 1 
that a fragment of this ſtone Was a defence © * hs " 
bs 8 ſhipwrecks, fire, and Mertagel Mie os 5 
. In one corner of the — 1110 e for 2 7-20, 
wy wager 80 . ä Is * its I 8 of 
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The An of eee was, A, 2 5 
very lately, regarded with ſuch reverence, * " 
that only women were buried in it. Theſe J 
. of veneration F ſome. oe”. 


 mobiroful | 


" WE * 92 


——— 2 —I — A 


xp Be. 


* 


, — 
FI 
d 


- . 5. 
5 7 * * 
1 
ö # 


» 


5 : 


iy, > . 4 onbng. 


3 


* 


* 
* 


; 


* 
4 * 


— 


TT. i . 


7 
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chapel and the ir. A 
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r woch, which was probably t 8 „ 5 
or 3 of the ſtacey | 
len * f " 
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- Beſides the two principal chufches, there 
* I dk. five chapels yet ſanding, and 
| three more remembered. There are alſo 
. names of 


© grolſes,, of f which two bear the 
AY John: and St. Matthew. - 2185 2 — 2 2 . 
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-Alarge ſpace of g ou 
ſcerated edifices 18--covered. with gra\ 
tones, few of which have any inſcription. 
*. that ſurveys i it, attended by in in lr 
y, may be-//tolc -yhete, the Kings | 
of many nations are buri QA and if . 
Joves to ſooth his imagination! with the 
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_ that r 1 } Pip | 
wher the great and the e hie min- * . 

led, with the duſt, let him liſten in ſubs" * M 
en ex for if he aſks any queſtions, | „ © ol 


miſſive {al 


his r 8. is at an end. n 5 "x; 
* * 3 — i |: + 5 
- *S 87 - + 


credible atteſtation, the honour of bein 
reputed the cemetety of the Scotti ih Kings, 
Ir is not unhkely, that, when the opinion My 
of local ſanctity was prevalent, the Cbief- 3 ; 
| fains of the Illes, and perhaps ſome of e 
Norwegian. or Trifh princes, were fepoſited ED 3 
in this venerable encloſure, | But by whom . Ke e 1 
the ſubterraneous vaulis are peopled i 18 now F | _— #3 
utterly unknown. The graves are ver 4 
- ts numerous, and ſome of them undoubtedly oY 
_ contain the remains of men, who did not N 
8 to 'be 0 ſoon RT, wo 


"Job has long enjoyld ati Res 1 ; 
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= 85 "Net 8 Fr * this awful ground, may 5 
be traced the garden of the monaſtery?: 


'S* "> the fiſhponds are yet- My” and the 
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| aquedue, which . wen, is an 


*. ule. 4 Es 


— „ 1 4 


There remains a Hein building; which" 


15 called the Biſhop's houſe, J know not 
by what authority. It was once the reſi- 


dence of ſome man above the common rank, 
for it has two ſtories and a chimney. We 


were ſhewn a chimney at the other end, 
which was only a nich, without petfora- 
tion, but ſo much does antiquarian cre> 


dulity, or patriotick vanity prevail, that it 
was not much more ſafe to truſt the eye of 
our inſtructor than the memory. 7 4 


h 4 5 S * : * 
3 , 85 24 5 " F 
1 5 5 „ 


Waren i it, , and found it oetibet” win" „ 


pair nor inhabitants; but to the farmers, 


great value; for their fire was made 0 1th 
floor, in the middle of the room, and not- 


| withſanding the dignity of their mayſitn, 
nu a OT, 


who. now poſſeſs it, the "chimney is of no 
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ud mjoiced,. like © neighbours, in 
the rn of f ſmoke. e : ah : 
"oo 


It is obſerved, that eccleſiaſtical e 
are always i in the moſt pleaſant and fruitful 
places. While the world allowed the 
monks. their choice, it is ſurely no diſno- 
nour that they choſe. well. This Iſland jis | 
remarkably fruitful... The village near the 1 
churches: is ſaid to contain ſeventy families; ** 4 * 
which, at five in a family, is more than a N 2 
hundred inhabitants to a mile. There are 
perhaps other villages; yet both corn 4 
cattle are annually On Jo N 


* 
0 


_— - 


85 * 


But the Runtfulneſ of. Tan is now its. 
whole proſperity. - The inhabitants are re- 
markably groſs, and remarkably neglected: 
J know not if they are viſited by any Mi- 4 
niſter. The Ifland, which was once the = 
metropolis of - learning. and. piety, has no 5 3 4 1] 
no ſchool. for education, nor | temple, for, = 
maiden A „ worlhip, 2 
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ſpeak Engl: ſh, and not one That can write 
or read, 


* 
3 * 75 2 


a * 
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[ The Py are of the Clan of Mackan; 
and though Sir Man had not been in the 
place for many years, he was received with 

| 1 all the reverence due to their Chieftain. 
One of them being ſharply reprehended by 

g bim, for not ſending him ſome rum, de- 
clared after his departure, in Mr. Bofwell's 


| Preſence, that he had no deſign of diſap- 


pointing him, for, ſaid he, I would cut my 
;  bones| for bim; and if be had ſent his dag. 
Ju it, be 8 have bad 1. | "y fr 
| 2 Lin £5 7 
When we were atopy our bot ink 
len by me ebb at a great diſtance from the 
Wouter, but no ſooner did we wil it afloat, 


at z. 8 


by the union of many hands, puſhed it 
D > vr ** beach; every man who could 


. 
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1 2 © 5:4. contribute | 


1 a 


that the iſlanders gathered round it, and, 


worſhip, only” two 2nhebitarits' that ITY = 
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contribute his help { ed to think himſelf 


9 happy i in the opportunity of being, for A, : * 
© mom, uſeful to his Chief. | pr 
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: We 0e let Mols lulteiduwidhilay by 1 


which Mr. Boſwe!l was much affected, not 
would I willingly be thought to have look - 
ed upon them without emotion. Per- 


Ba ps, in the revolutions of the world, Ina = 
may be ſometime Win the inruQreſy of 8 
* os mom_y OY Wen: ke 4 
* 5 1 5 62 1 © 122 * | 

* , | | ev; n . „ i 


It Was no long voyage to Mall, wha EX 
under Sir Allan's protection, we landed in x 
the evening, and. were entertained' for the _ 
night by Mr. Machan, a Miniffer that ves  - 
5 upon the coaſt; whoſe "elegance of- -eotver= „ 
ſation, and ſtrength of judgment, would 
make him conſpicuous in places of greater % FS. 
rity. Next day we * with Dr. 2 


cele ö 
Maclean, another phyſician, and then tra» _ = 
velled on to che houſe of a "or rh 2 * 
«a. a 3 | Laird, —_— 
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Laird, Maclkan of L 2 for in oy 7 
country every man' 8 name is M 


Y 8 * y ®.. , 
4 My 3 0 * =” 4 


* * ” ; 
e 8 *© 


Where races are thus numerous, and 
thus combined. none but the Chief of a clan 
is addreſſed by his name. The Laird of ; | 1 
Dunvegan is called Macleod; but other TS cl q 3 
gentlemen of the ſame family are denomi- 
nated by the places where they reſide . . ; 
| Ragſe, or Taliſter. The diſtinction of the © *4 
meaner people is made by their Chriſtian * x 
names. In conſequence of this practice, 

the late Laird of Macfarlane, an eminent 
genealogiſt, eonfidered himſelf as diſre- 
3 e . if the common addition 

| Ar. A. * ſaid 
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1 country, = p< > yeh | that 
$ | Mr. By a W thought, no part of the High- 
225 equally terrifick, et ne came with- 
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* * out any difficulty; at evening. to i 


. 


=” 
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where we found a true Highland Laird, 
e and haughty, and tendcious of his 
Sein; who, hearing my name, inquired 


= Whether I was of the Jabſtons Glencce: 


95 


90 of drdnanturchiany 4." b. ö 2:56:77 ee 


- * 7 
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3 W hw. s 1 inſular 


"Qbiniftains, quitted the calle that ſheltered 
his anceſtors, and lives near it, in mY 


1 manſion not very ſpacious or ſplendid. 1 


bave ſeen no houſes in the Iſlands much to 


be en vied for convenience or magnificence, 


yet they bear teſtimony to the progreſs of 
arts and civility,, as they ſhew that rapine 
and ſurpriſe are no longer dreaded, and are 
much more cmmadiqus than the ancient 


reſſes 4 5 
„ s 3 n 68 
rt 9 A. 4 2 3 * „ Fa #7 Ps p I" 5 . 1 A 
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The dies of ** Hebrides, many. of 


| which are ſtanding, and many ruined, 


were always built upon points of land, on 
the RIP: of the ſea. For, the choice of 
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this fituation there muſt have been ſome *, 

* | general reaſon, which the change of man- 
ners has left in obſcurity. They were of _ = . : 
* Oe no uſe 1 In the days of piracy, 48 e of 2 50 | 

the: coaſt; for it was equally acceffible in 

other places. Had they been ſea - marks or 

"oy. light-houſes, they would have been of or 

5 more uſe to the invader than the natives, | 

who could want no ſuch directions on their 

own waters? for a watch- tower; à cottags * 

B on a Hill would have been better, as it 

= * would ee ee ee eco 5:44 


«Ky # * 9 ; "Is" 2 3 2 * Tr * 5 * A . 4 ” 5 9 3 1 "= 1 2 7 
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4 1 H If r thy: be conſidered ly: as [ 
= - retreat, the ſituation ſeems not ae 
for the Laird of an Iſland is ſafeſt from 
foreign enemies in the centre: on the coaſft 
he might be more ſuddenly ſurpriſed than 
in the inland parts; and the invaders, if 
1 their enterpriſe miſcarried, might more 
——_ eafiy retreat Some convenience, hows 
| ever, whatever it was, their poſition on. 
the ſhore ed; Ko hen orm f prac- 
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tice ſeldom continues op W en 
reaſon. 


1. A caſtle in the Iflands is a a ſingle 
| tower of three or four ſtories, of which the 
walls are ſometimes eight or nine feet 
thick, with narrow windows, and cloſe 
winding ſtairs of ſtone.” The top riſes in a 
cone, or pyramid of fone, encompaſſed 
dy battlements. The een floors 


are ſometimes frames of timber, as in com- 
mon houſes, and ſometimes arches of ſtone, - 


or alternately ftone and timber; ſo Be: 
there was very little danger from fire. 
the centre of every floor, from top to Fe. 


tom, is the chief room, of no great ex- 


tent, round which there are narrow cavi- 
ties, or receſſes, formed by ſmall vacuities, 
or by a double wall. I know not whether 
there be ever more than one fire- -place. 
They had not capacity to contain many 
people, or much proviſion ; but their ene- 


mies could ſeldom ftay to blockade them; 


P , Pe” for 
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for if they failed in the firſt attack; their | 


next care was to eſcape. 


The walls were Ather; too ſtrong to "be: 


| Safer by ſuch deſultory hoſtilities ; the 
windows were too narrow to be entered, 
and the battlements too high to be ſcaled. 


The only danger was at the gates, over 


which the wall was built with a ſquare oa · 
vity, not unlike a chimney, continued to the 
top. Through this hollow the defendants 


let fall ſtones upon thoſe who attempted to 


break the gate, and poured down water, 


a perhaps ſcalding water, if the attack was 


made with fire. The caſtle of Lochbuy was 
ſecured by double doors, of Which the 


outer was an iron eiae. ny band e 
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which the ent is e a narrow door, 
N by 
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In e e is a 1 1 and, a dungeon. 
- he uſe of .the well is evident. The dun- 
geon is a deep ſubterraneous cavity, walled 

on the ſides, and arched on the top, into 


hide his wife and children from the next 


4 
* 8 9 
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by a ladder or a rope, ſo that it ſeems im- ĩðͥ[“i! 
poſſible to eſeape, when the rope or ladder 1 

is drawn up. The dungeon was, I ſup= _ 
poſe, in war, a a priſon for ſuch captives as I F 
were treated with ſeverity, and, in peace, = ö 
for ſuch delinquents as had committed | _ 
_ crimes within the Laird's juriſdiction for 
the manſions of many Lairds were, till the 
late privation of their privileges, the balls 
of ef. nad to their own tenants. Tee 


As mee fre qaiogir were © the produe- 
tions of mere neceſſity, they are built only 
for ſafety, with little regard to convenience, - 
and with none to elegance or pleaſure. It 
| was ſufficient for a Laird of the Hebrides, 
if he had a ſtrong houſe, in which he could 


Clan. That they are not large nor ſplendid, 
is no wonder. It is not eaſy to find how 
they are raiſed, ſuch as they are, by men 
who had no money, in countries where the 


labourers and artificers could ſcarcely be fel. 
ry „ II 
N 3 : 20 64 £5 
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The buildings in different parts of the 
Iſlands ſhew their degrees of wealth and 
power. 1 believe that for all the caſtles 

- which I have ſeen beyond the Tweed, the 
ruins: yet remaining of ſome one of theſe 
which the Engli bat. in une would 

| n materiale. Fenn 


These 8 pr ary another evidence 
that the fictions of romantic chivalry had 
for their baſis the real manners of the 
feudal times, when every Lord of a ſeignory 
lived in his hold lawleſs and unaccountable, 
with all the licentiouſneſs and inſolence of 
unconteſted ſuperiority and unprincipled 
power: The traveller, whoever he might 
be, coming to the fortified, habitation of a 
O'dieftain, would, probably, have been in- 
terrogated from the battlements, admitted 
with caution at the gate, introduced to a 
petty Monarch, fierce with habitual hoſti- 
lity; and vigilant with ignorant ſuſpicion; 
| jo 8 according to his ee temper, | ar. 


accidental | 
* 
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acids humour, would have ſeated, a 


ſtranger as his gueſt at the table, or as a 
ſpy confined bw in the dungeon. 


Lochbuy means the Yellow tan which. 
is the name given to an inlet of the fea, 
upon which the caſtle of Mr. Mackazx 
ſtands. The reaſon of the een we 
an not learn. 


We were now to leave the Hebrides 
where we had . ſpent ſome weeks with ſuf⸗ 
ficient amuſement, and where we had am- 
plified- our thoughts with new ſcenes of 
nature, and new modes of life, More 
time would have given us a more diſtinct 
view, but it was neceſſary that Mr. Bo 
well ſhould return before he courts of juſ- 
tice were opened; and it was not proper to 
live too long upon hoſpitality, howere 


"= _ 
# PE 4 


liberally imparted. 3 33 8 8 : 


Oft theſe illands it mu be confeſſed, Has | 
_ have not many allurements, but to 
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"babitants are thin, proviſions are ſcarce, 
_ and deſolation and penury give little 


pl eaſu ure. 


. The people collectively conſidered are 


not few, though their numbers are ſmall 


in proportion to the ſpace which they oc- 
cupy. Mull is ſaid to contain fix thouſand, 
and Sey fifteen thouſand. Of the compu- 
tation reſpecting Mull, 1 can give no ac- 
count; but when I doubted the truth of 


the numbers attributed to Shy, one of the 
Miniſters exhibited ſuch facts as s conquered 


my in, 


by — 
L 1 3 


Of he proportion, which the 1 'of | 
any region bears to the people, an eſtimate 
18 commonly made according to the pecuni- 


ary price of the neceſſaries of life; A Prin= 


eiple of judgment which is never cer- 


tain, becauſe it ſuppoſes what is far from 5 


Truth, * the value of money is always 
e 


» / „ 
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as ſame, _ ſo meaſures an vokoown 


quantity by an uncertain ſtandard, -1 


competent enoughiwhen the markets of the 
ſame country, at different times, and thoſe _ 
times not too diſtant, are to be compared; 


but of very little uſe for the purpoſe of mak- 
ing one nation acquainted with the ſtate 
of another. Proviſions, though plenti- 
ful, are fold in places of great pecuniary 


opulence for nominal prices, to which, -. | 
however ſcarce, where gold and ſilver are 
| 590 i they can never be raiſed. 


10 the We en Wands chan is fo little in- 
ternal commerce, that hardly any thing has 


a known or ſettled rate. The 'price of 


things brought in, or carried out, is to be 
conſidered as that of a foreign market; and 


even this there is ſome difficulty in diſco- 


vering, becauſe their denominations of 
quantity are different from ours; and when 
there is ignorance on both ſides, no appeal 
can be made to a common meaſure. e 
nt 4. +. | This, ; 
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This, however, is not the only l 


ment. The Scots, with a vigilance of 3 jea- 


- louſy which never goes to ſleep, always 
ſuſpect that an Engliſhman deſpiſes them 
for their poverty, and to conyince him 


no inference could poſſibly follow, but that 
eggs were in great abundance. Poſterity 
has ſince grown wiſer; and having learn- 


ed, that nominal and real value may differ, 
they now tell no ſuch ſtories, leſt the 
| foreigner ſhould happen to collect, not that | 
2 * gerte ads Our pen 


5 are few. 


f 
1 7 4 1 


* 5 ) 
* * 7 8114 


8 „seh and wealth. have * is — of 7 
208 commercial language been ſo long con- | 


ded, that they are commonly ſuppo 


; 10 be ine dame; . this" prejudice ot 


: 4 Ns 
I * 8 x | 4 © 


that they are not leſs rich than their neigh 
bours, are ſure to tell him a price higher 
than the true. When Leſſey, two hundred 
years ago," related fo punctiliouſly, that'a 
hundred hen eggs, new laid, were ſold in 
the Hands for a penny, he ſuppoſed that 
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e * 
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8 prend fo widely 1n Scotland, that I oe - 
not whether I found man or woman, whom 
I interrogated concerning payments of mo- | 
- ney, that could ſurmount the illiberal deſire 
of deceiving me, by eren N 

. ching as dearer than it is. 


4 


From Lochbuy we reid a very few miles 


to the ſide of Mull, which faces Scotland, 
where, having taken leave of our kind pro- 

tector, Sir Allan, we embarked 1 in a boat, in 
which the ſeat provided for our accommo- 
dation was a heap of rough bruſhwood ; and 
on the twenty- ſecond of October repoſed at 
a a tolerable inn on the main land. 


On the next day we began our journey 


ſouthwards. The weather was tempeſtu- 


ous. For half the day the ground was 


rough, and our horſes were ſtill ſmall. 
Had they required much reſtraint, we might 


have been reduced to difficulties ; for I 


15 think we. had ts us hat one- bridle. | 


A 


Co 
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We fed the poor animals liberally, and they 
performed their journey well. In the lat- 
ter part of the day, we came to a firm and 
ſmooth road, made by the ſoldiers, on 
which we travelled with great ſecurity, 
buſied with contemplating the fcene about 
us. The night came on while we had yet 
a great part of the way to go, though not 
fo dark but that we could diſcern the ca- 
taracts which poured down the hills on ll: 
one fide, and fell into one general channel 4 
that ran with great violence on the other. 
The wind. was loud, the rain was heavy, 
and the whiſtling of the blaſt, the fall of 
the ſhower, the ruſh of the cataracts, and A 
the roar of the torrent, made a nobler cho- | . 
4 rus of the rough muſic of nature, than it 
had ever been my chance to hear before. 
The ſtreams, which ran croſs the way from 
1 the hills to the main"eurrent, were fo fre- 
_— quent, that after a whale I began to count 
5 NS them ; i ang: in m ile e RW | 
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let ſome paſs before they forced themſelves 
upon my notice. At laſt we came to {nver- 
ary, where we found an inn, not oy com- 
modious, but * x 


% 


The ditkculties of peregrination were 
now at an end. Mr. Boſwell had the ho- . 


nour of being known to the Duke of Ar» 


gyle, by whom we were very kindly enter- 
tained. at his ſplendid ſeat, and ſupplied 
with conveniences for ſurveying his ſpa- : 
cious 8 and riſing foreſts. 


84 two 4 lay at Erverary we pro- 
ceeded ſouthward over Glencoe, a black 
and dreary region, now made eaſily paſſ- 
able by a military road, which riſes from 
either end of the gien, by an acclivity not 
dangerouſly ſteep, but ſufficiently labori- 
ous. In the middle, at the top of the hill, 
is a ſeat with this inſcription, Reſt, and be 
thankful. Stones were placed to mark the 
diſtances, which the inhabitants have taken 


$ 1 Bb a2 aways 
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away, reſolyed, they ſaid, fo have no new 
miles. e 


In this rainy ſeaſon the hills ſtreamed 
with waterfalls, which, croſſing the way, * 

formed currents on the other ſide, that ran 

in contrary directions as they fell to the 


; north or ſouth of the ſummit. Being, by. 4 by 
| the favour of the Duke, well mounted, I A 1 
IF went up and down the hill with great con- 11 
5 venience. | 
| | * > 
: From Glencoe we paſſed through a ples- ., 

1 ſant country to the banks of Loch Lomond, 

E- and were received at the houſe! of Sir 


1 James Colqubour, who is owner of almoſt 
Ai he thirty iſlands of the Loch, which we 
5 went in a boat next morning to ſurvey. | a 
8 . 8 The heavineſs of the rain ſhortened our 
—_: -: 8 voyage, but we landed on one iſland 
—_- planted with yew:” and ftocked with deer, 
_ and on another containing perhaps not 
mamore e than halt” an acre, remarkable for thay 
ruin® 


1 * * 
= - 
k f 4 ; 
; | | 3 
2 2 «A 
15 2 > & _ 
. W . 
} * \ 
= 


* * 


A — 1 
- $8.4 8 8 
. „ Nat . . * 
* * 3 5 * 


. . . ]³˙ A Waals, I „„ 2 25 — 2 * — — 


> 


WESTERN -ISLA NDS, &. 7 


ruins of an old caſtle, on which the oſprey 


builds her annual neſt. Had Lach Lomond. 


been in a happier climate, it would have 


been the boaſt of wealth and vanity to own. 


one of the little ſpots which it incloſes, and 
to have employed upon it all the arts of 
embelliſhment. But as it is, the iſlets, 
which court the gazer at a diſtance, diſ- ; 
ouſt him at his approach, when he finds, 
inſtead of ſoft lawns and ſhady thickets, no- | 


thing * than uncultivated e 7 


"Where the Link diſcharges ſelf into a 
river, called the Leven, we paſſed a night 


with Mr. Smollet, a relation of Doctor Smol- 


let, to whoſe memory he has raiſed an 


5 obeliſk on the bank near the houſe 1 in which 


conveyed us to Glaſgow, 


yy 


he was bord. The civility and reſpect 
which we found at every place, it is un- 
gratef to omit, and tedious to repeat. 


Here we were met by a poſt- chaiſe, that. 
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To deſeribe a city ſo much frequented a as 


5 | Glaſgow, is unneceſſary. The proſperity of 


its commerce appears by the greatneſs of 


many private houſes, and a general appear- 


ance of wealth. It is the only epiſcopal 
city whoſe cathedral was left ſtanding in 


the rage of Reformation. It is now di- 
vided into many ſeparate places of worſhip, 


Which, taken all together, compoſe a great 
pile, that had been ſome centuries in build- 
ing, but was never finiſhed; for the change 0 
of religion intercepted its progreſs, before 
the croſs iſle was added, which ſeems eſſen · 
tial to a Gothick cathedral. | 


The college bid not bad a ſufficient ſhare 
of the increaſing magnificence of the place. | 
The ſeſſion was begun; for it t commences 


on the tenth of Oclober, and continues to 
the tenth of June; but the ſtudents appears 


ed not numerous, being, I ſuppoſe, not Fer 7 


returned from their ſeveral homes. 


WESTERN ISLANDS, we m 


belton, and one revuld; ſeems to me bet- 
ter accommodated to the preſent ſtate of 
life, than that variegation of time by 


terms and vacations derived from diſtant 
centuries, in which it was probably conve- 


nient, and ftill continued in the Enghſb 


univerſities. So many ſolld months as the 
Scotch ſcheme of education Joins together, 
allow and encourage a plan for each part of 


the year; but with us, he that has ſettled 


himſelf to ſtudy in the college is ſoon 
tempted into the country, and he that has 
adjuſted his life in the country, is ne, 


* back to his college. 


Fer When 1 have allowed to the univer- 


fities of Scotland a more rational diftribu- 
tion of time, I have given them, ſo far as | 


my inquiries have informed me, all that 


they can claim. The fludents, for the moſt 
part, go thither boys, and depart before 


they are men; they carry with them little 
fundamental knowledge, and therefore the 
« vn * % __— 
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een - | 
a ſuperſtruQure cannot be lofty. The gram=- ö 
mar ſchools are not generally well ſup- b 
plied; for the character of a ſchool- maſter 4 


being there leſs honourable than in England, 
1s ſeldom accepted by men who are capable. 


to adorn it, and where the ſchool has been 


f 


deficient, the college can effect little. 


Men bred in the univerſities of Scotland 
cannot be expected to be often decorated . 
with the ſplendours of ornamental erudi- 1 


tion, but they obtain a mediocrity of know-. 


| ledge, between learning and i Ignorance, not 


7 D f 


inadequate to the purpoſes of common life, | 
which is, I believe, very widely diffuſed 
among them, and which countenanced in 
general by a national combination ſo in- 


vidious, that their friends cannot defend 1 


it, and actuated i in particulars by a ſpirit of 
enterpriſe, ſo vigorous, that their enemies. 


2 


are conſtrained to praiſe it, enables them 
to find, or to make their. way to employ- 
ment, riches, and diſtinction. . = 


From 


— 


1 


— 


in themſelves, but already deſeribed by 
ö thoſe who viewed them at more leiſure, or 


at Mr. Campbells, a gentleman married to 


| OR It is a diſtrict gene- 
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From Glaſgow we directed our courſe to 
Auchinleck, an eſtate devolved, through a 
long ſeries of anceſtors, to Mr. BefuelPs. 
father, the preſent poſſeſſor. In our way 
we found ſeveral places remarkable enough 


with much more ſkill; and ſtopped two days 
Mr. * s ſiſter. 


. which ' —— a "Sie fold, 


| ſeems not now to have any particular claim 


rally level, and ſufficiently fertile, but like 
all the Ve /tern {de of Scotland, incommoded 
by very frequegt rain. It was, with the reſt 
of the country, generally naked, till the 
- preſent poſſeſſor finding, by the growth of 
ſome ſtately trees near his old caſtle, that 
the ground was favourable enough to tim- 
ber, adorned it very diligently with annual 
plantations, 1 >. 
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Lord Auchinleck, who is one of the 
Judges ; of Scotland, and therefore not 
wholly at leiſure for domeſtick buſineſs or 
pleaſure, has yet found time to make 


Improvements in his patrimony. He has 
built a houſe of hewn ſtone, very ſtately 
and durable, and has advanced the value 
of his lands with _ tenderneſs to his 
tenants. 


I was, however, leſs delighted wick the 
elegance of the modern manſion, than with 


the ſullen dignity of the old caſtle. I clam- 
+ bered with Mr. Boſwell Among the ruins, 


which afford ſtriking images of ancient 


fe. It is, like other caſtles, built 4 771 


a point of rock, and was, I believe, an- 


eiently ſurrounded with a moat. There is 


another rock near it, to which the draw- 


bridge, when it was let down, is ſaid to 
bave reached, Here, in the ages of tumult 
and tapine, the Laird was ſurpriſed and 
Filled by the neighbouring Clilet, Who 


4 


— 
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perhaps might have extinguiſhed the fa- 


mily, had he not in a few days been ſeized 


and hanged, together with his ſons, by 
Duglas, who came with his . to the 
relief of Auchinleck. | | 


. 


4 At no great diſtance from the lioule rus | 
a pleaſing brook, by a red rock, out of 


which has been hewn a very agreeable and 
commodious ſummer-houſe, at leſs ex- 


' pence, as Lord Anchinleck told me, than 


_ 


would have been required to build a room 


: of the ſame dimenſions. The ts. _w 


dant's praiſe. „„ 


have no more dampneſs than any 5 


wall. Such opportunities of variety it 1 
__ not to en 2 


We now oi to Bdinburghy 8 | 


I paſſed ſome days with men of learning, 
whole names want no advancement from 


my commemoration, or with women of 


elegance, which perhaps diſclaims. a. pe- 
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, 


9 The conve 7 ſation of the Sc o grows every ke 
day leſs unpleaſing to the Engliſh ; their 
peculiarities wear faſt away ; 3 their dialect is 
likely to become in half a century provig- 
cial and ruſtick, even to themſelves. The. 
great, the learned, the ambitious, and the 


vain, all cultivate the Engliſh phraſe, and 


the Engliſb pronunciation, and in ſplendid 
companies Scoſch is not much heard, ex- 


__ now and then from: an old e 


4 


There i is one FOR of philoſophical cu- 5 
| noſuy to be found in Eainburngb, which 
no other city has to ſhew 3) a college of the 
deaf and dumb, who are taught to ſpeak, 
to read, to write, and to practiſe arithme- 
tick, by a gentleman, whoſe name is Braid- 
a 00%. The number which attends him 
is, 1 think, about twelve, which be > 


brings together into a little ſchool, and 


[ inſtructs” rg to thew's INE anne 
| SE proficiency. yrrr ES 
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I do not mean to mention the inſtruction 1 
of the deaf as new. Having been firſt pra 
tiſed upon the ſon of a conſtable of Spain, it N 

| was afterwards cultivated with much emu; | | 
. lation in England, by Walks and Holder 
and was lately profeſſed by Mr. Baker, \ -Y 
who once flattered me with hopes of ſeeing 
his method publiſhed. © How far any for- 
mer teachers have ſucceeded, it is not eaſy 1 
to know; the improvement of Mr. Braid- - 


ood's pupils is wonderful. They not only 
ſpeak, write, and underſtand what is writ- 
5 ten, but if he that ſpeaks looks towards 
* them, and modifies his organs by diſtindt 
and full utterance, they know ſo well bat : 
is ſpoken, that it is an expreſſion ſcarcely - 
: figurative to ſlay, they hear with the eye. 


l 4+. % 7 


That any have attained to the power men- 
© _ tioned by Burnet, of feeling ſounds, by lay "= 
= - a hand on the ſpeaker? s mouth, I Eno 

not; but I have ſeen ſo much, that I can be. "5 
= | Hieve more; afingle word, or a ſhort ſentence, 3 
T - think, may FOO bly be fo diſtinguithed. -- 3 
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11 WET readily be. ſuppoſed by thoſe that 
. ſubject, that Mr. Braiduaod's 
ſceholars ſpell accurately. Orthography is 
vitiated among ſuch as learn firſt to ſpeak, 
and then to write, by imperfe& notions of 
the relation between letters and vocal utter- 
ance; but to thoſe ſtudents every character 
is of equal importance for letters are to 
them not ſymbols of names, but of things; 
when they write they do not repreſent a 
' found, but delineate a form. 


This ſchool I viſited, and found ſome of 
the ſcholars waiting for their maſter, whom 25 
they are ſaid to receive at his entrance with 
- ſmiling countenances and ſparkling, eyes, 
delighted with the hope of new ideas. One 


of the young Ladies had her ſlate before 


her, on which I wrote a queſtion conſiſting 
of three figures, to be multiplied by two 
figures. She looked upon it, and quiver- 
ing her fingers in a manner which I thought 
| very pretty, * of which I know not whe- 
ther 


ws © 


. 3 e the PEE 
regularly in two lines, obſerving the deci⸗ 


mal place; but did not add the two lines to- 
gether, probably diſdaining ſo eaſy an ope- 
ration, I pointed at the place where the 


ſum total ſhould ſtand, and ſhe noted it with 


ſuch expedition as ſeemed to ſhew that ſhe 


had 3 it only to write. 24D F 


It was 2 To to ee one of the moſt 


deſperate of human calamities capable of ſo 


much help: whatever enlarges hope, will 


exalt courage; after having ſeen the deaf 
taught arithmetick, who would be afraid to 


cultivate the Hebriges ? 3 


2 | | oY 


Such are as things which this journey 

| has given me an opportunity of ſeeing, 

and ſuch are the reflections which that ; 
ſight has raiſed. Having paſſed my time 
almoſt wholly in cities, I may have been 
ſurpriſed by modes of life and appearances 
of e, chat are familiar to men of 
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A ty and ignorance muſt always be reci- 


22 ITT _ procal, and I cannot but be conſcious that 
1 my thoughts national manners, are the 
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